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Adrian D Ward MBE LL.B is a national and international specialist in law for people with cognitive and 
volitional impairments.  His Report as consultant to Council of Europe “Enabling Citizens to Plan for 
Incapacity” is available at https://www.coe.int/en/web/cdcj/activities/powers-attorney-advance-
directives-incapacity.  As a practising Scottish solicitor he acted in many leading cases in the field.  He has 
been continuously involved in law reform processes.  His books include the current standard Scottish texts 
on the subject.  His international publications include “A New View”, published in six languages.  He was 
one of the editors and principal authors of “The International Protection of Adults” (OUP, 2015).  Several 
of his articles have been published internationally, including in translation.  He has advised and given 
seminars in 23 countries.  He has acted as an expert to Scottish Law Commission, World Health 
Organisation, and on projects funded by European Union.  He has been founder chairman of both 
governmental and non-governmental organisations providing relevant services, and has participated in 
many research projects.  He has received awards for charitable legal work and for legal journalism; the 
Lifetime Achievement Award at the Scottish Legal Awards (2014); and honorary membership of the Law 
Society of Scotland (2017).  He is an expert adviser to the Centre for Mental Health and Capacity Law, 
Edinburgh Napier University, and a research affiliate with Essex Autonomy Project, University of Essex.  He 
receives support from the Clark Foundation for Legal Education.   
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