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WELCOME!




OVERVIEW & GLOBAL UPDATE

= The Hague Conference on Private International Law
= The 1961 Apostille Convention
= The electronic Apostille Programme (e-APP)

= Global update



THE ORGANISATION

= |Intergovernmental organisation
with origins dating back to 1893

» |egislative mandate: “progressive unification of
the rules of private international law™
(Art. 1, HCCH Statute)

= Develops international treaties - “"HCCH
Conventions™ and other instruments - and
monitors their practical operation

= Practical impact for individuals, families, and
companies




THE HCCH IN A GLOBAL WORLD

Removing legal obstacles
= Facilitating trade, commerce, and investment
= Supporting access to justice and dispute resolution

= Promoting rule of law and respect for human rights

Creating a coherent cross-border framework
= Providing legal certainty and predictability

= Enabling effective cooperation in an established network
= Respecting diversity of legal systems

Removing legal obstacles
= Long-term sustainability and encouraging use of technology \\ .
= Regular monitoring of operation: post-Convention services and assistance M



91 HCCH MEMBERS

90 States + European Union

Member States

= Colombia

- LEbanon
WS Rwanda

¥ Bahrain

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by UN Geospatial Services. The number of States reflects the
Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.



... 158 CONNECTED PARTIES IN TOTAL

91 Members

+

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by UN Geospatial Services. The number of States reflects the
Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.



HCCH CORE CONVENTIONS
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1961 APOSTILLE CONVENTION

| i | =127 Contracting Parties

= | | =Replaces legalisation with a simple,
= - one-step procedure

- i =Competent Authority

== =] | weAPP




WHAT IS A PUBLIC DOCUMENT?

= All documents other than those issued by persons in their
private capacity = any document executed by an authority or
person in an official capacity

= General rule: if a document was subject to legalisation in a
State before the entry into force of the Apostille Convention, it
will now have to be apostillised

= The law of the State of Origin determines the public nature of a
document, and whether an Apostille should be issued

= The law of the State of Destination determines the probative
value of the public document




LEGALISATION CHAIN
(WITHOUT THE CONVENTION)
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SIMPLIFIED PROCEDURE (WITH CONVENTION)

£ Public

= 1))

5 Locyment one step Issuance of Apostille
S rocessi, by “Competent Authority”
5 : in State of Origin
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executed in the
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produced in the
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COMPETENT AUTHORITY FUNCTIONS

1. Verifying

the authenticity (origin) of public documents
2. Issuing

(and attaching) Apostilles
3. Recording

Apostilles in a register



COMPETENT AUTHORITY(IES)

=  One or more Competent Authorities - different
models in place, each Contracting Party may
determine what is best for them

" |[mportance of proximityto users (public) -
decentralisation / online options (e-APP)



MODEL APOSTILLE CERTIFICATE

APOSTILLE

(Convention de La Haye du 5 octobre 1961)

1. Country: .......c.......

This public document

2. has beensigned by ...ccooviiiiiiiiiii

3. acting in the capacity of ...

4. bears the seal/stamp of ...

= Title in French: “Apostille (Convention
de La Haye du 5 octobre 1961)”

= 10 numbered standard informational
items

= Square frame (with sides at least 9 cm)

* Drawn up in English, French, or in an
official language of the issuing
Competent Authority

= Attached to, or logically associated
with, the underlying public document
(incl. on an allonge)
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e electronic Apostille Programme

( )




e2€ WHAT IS THE e-APP?

APP

* Seeks to promote and encourage the use of
technology under the Apostille Convention

= |mproves accessibility and usability of the
Convention using commonly available technologies

= Streamlines work processes of Competent
Authorities,
generates more user-friendly Apostilles, and
enhances security of cross-border transfer of
documents




ec€ THE TWO e-APP COMPONENTS

APP

e-Apostilles e-Register

= An Article 3(1) Certificate issued = The Article 7(1) register maintained in a
in electronic form publicly accessible, electronic form

= Signed by electronic signature = Allows any interested person to verify their
with a digital certificate Apostille online

= e-Apostilles may be issued on = Publicly accessible elements may differ
electronic documents or on amongst Contracting Parties (also
paper documents that have been depending on privacy laws)

scanned/converted into

electronic form \>\§



o0 e
oo~ Two Components
(1) e-Apostille

= Public no

QD Document electronic

S format one step Issuance of Apostille
o executed in State of Origin
& executed in the in paper

State of Origin then
scanned*

Al

ready to be

of State of Origin

produced in the
State of

(2) e-Register

5 :

'C.E Public

= Document Verification of Apostille
2 in register of

45 “Competent Authority”
L

9

0]
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“an Apostille validly issued in
one Contracting Party to the
Convention must be accepted

FUNCTIONAL in another Contracting Party to

the Convention”

EQUIVALENCE

(but receiving authority may have
specific requirements for underlying
public document - admissibility,
form or probative value)




ec@ e-Apostille

e-Apostille

File Edit View Window Help

AEZOREE| @[] | e@®[=]]|E B | | [f]  Tools |

Certified by Authentication Officer <

Adobe.

of Internal Affairs, certificate issued by HCCHSign e-APP CA for

APOSTILLE
(Convention de La Haye d 5 octobre 1961)
1. Country: .............

This public document
2. has been signed by

3. acting in the capacity
4. bears the seal/SIAMP 0l ... e v,

Digital signature

Underlying public document

>



o e-Apostille

2-APOSTILLE PROGRAMME

APP  (Kazakhstan example)

APOSTILLE
( Convention de la Haye du 5 octobre 1961 )
1. En: KasakcTaH Pecny6aukachl

Pays, Country - H ‘

Ocbl pecMu KyxxaTka I I
Le present acte public, This public document

2. MambeTtoBa BaneHTuHa TeMup6ynatoBHa Koa Konabl
a ete signe par, has been signed by
3. AXAT 6eniMHiH 6aclubicbl  peTiHae
agissant en qualite de, acting in the capacity of
4. KasakcTaH Pecny6aukachl "AkTe6e KanacbiHbiH AXAT 6enimi" MM
MepiMeH/MepTaHbacbiMeH GekiTingi
est revetu du sceau/timbre de, bears the seal/stamp of
Kyanangbipbiigpl, Atteste, Certified

5. AkTebe KanacblHAa 6. 04.04.2021 KyHi
a, at le, the

7. KiMMeH bBaclwbiHbIH, opblH6acapbl Packanues B.K.

8. sous N2 C/00424 10. Kol

9. Mep/MepTaHba Signature E E
Sceau/timbre, L
Seal/stamp pykcat T Ny

etinmesial, /a [m] = BepinreH anoctunbAin, 3aHAbINbIFbIH TeKcepy YWiH https://egov.kz/cms/ru/services/apostil/apostil

CalTbIHA KipiHi3.

e tariais Pour vérifier la légitimité de |'apostille publiée, voir https://egov.kz/cms/ru/services/apostil/apostil.
To verify the legitimacy of the issued apostille, see https://egov.kz/cms/ru/services/apostil/apostil.

Ocbl  anocTUib  TeK KON  KOWFaH — aflaMHblH,  KOMbIHbIH,  /1ayasbIMblHbIH/aTaFbIHbIH,
TYNHYCKA/bI/IbIFbIH - XKOHE  KYXKaTKa  KOWbLFaH Mep MeH MepTaHGaHblH,  TYMHYCKA/bIbIFbIH
KyanaH/AbIpaibl XaHe O KOMbIFaH KYXKaTTblH, Ma3sMyHbIH pacTamaifbl

Cette apostille électronique ne certifie que I'authenticité de la signature, du titre / du rang du
signataire et l'authenticité du sceau ou timbre sur le document et ne certifie pas le contenu du
document sur lequel il est apposé

This apostille certifies only the authenticity of the signature, the position/title of the signatory Y
and the authenticity of the seal or stamp affixed on the document and does not certify the content of \
the document on which it is affixed

BepinreH anoctunb/iH 3aHAbbIFbIH TeKcepy YLWiH https://egov.kz/cms/ru/services/apostil/apostil

CcaiTbIHa KipiHi3.

Pour vérifier la légitimité de I'apostille publiée, voir https://egov.kz/cms/ru/services/apostil/apostil.
To verify the legitimacy of the issued apostille, see https://egov.kz/cms/ru/services/apostil/apostil.




22e¢ e-Apostille

2-APOSTILLE PROGRAMME

APP  (Republic of Korea example)

L LIRS L]
5 ESiEEE

APOSTILLE

{Convention de La Haye du 5 octobre 1961)

| Republic of Korea

This public document

|
2. has been signed by | System Operation Officer

3. acting in the capacity of | System Operation Officer P
4. bears the seal / stamp of | SUPREME COURT OF KOREA E’j i
Certiled 2
T =]
5. at Seoul 6. the | 2018/FEB/M4 )
| Z g.
7. by The Ministry of Foreign Affairs | 8. No XXA2018Vv4194Y5 o
|
| k,}m Lyuum;lqa
9. Seal / stamp 10. Signature |

Kim Byoung Ho

Additional Information of Underlying Document

2 OZAE[f& HAPARE B O|X| & &6 Hakl/S
This Apostille was issued from Korea e-GOV Web site.

Issued Mo : 021180001208521208592601023A1B0
Issued Date : 2018ANZT

WOOIE [ BAE HHES HOIE + 2s 0t 248 T8 Ydaurct
# Underlying Document has the own forgery prevention.

B OIRAE|REs AAFEE FHo|x & S6 YIRS Lch o2l MO|ER 8ol ASHE AET + USHCH

This Apostille was issued from Korea e-GOV Web site. To verify the issuance of apostille see under the site. \\ °

https:/fwww.apostille.go.kr/ Tel : +82-2-3210-0404




ece e-Register

2-APOSTILLE PROGRAMME

APP  (Singapore example)
SAL i

g{%%ﬁi%g%ﬁ%ergROATHs fal  AboutUs ©OurServices News&Events Directory FAQs ContactUs

Verification of Apostille/Authentication Certificate

Verify Apostille Certificate Verify Authentication Certificate

(for certificates issued from 16 September 2021)

Apostille Certificate No Apostille Certificate Number
MNotarial Certificate No Notarial Certificate Number
Apostille Verification Code Verification Code of Apostille Certificate

(https://legalisation.sal.sg/AuthenticationCert/Search)


https://legalisation.sal.sg/AuthenticationCert/Search

GLOBAL UPDATE
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35 CPs: e-Register &
e-Apostilles

82 Competent Authorities
have an e-Register

>40 Competent
Authorities are issuing
e-Apostilles

>
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Implementation of e-Apostille component
2006 - 2024
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Implementation of either e-APP component
2006 - 2024
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DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT

Countries across the world have adopted or are in
the process of developing a digital agenda or
digital strategy

These agendas typically focus on:

= Digital infrastructure (e.g., broadband
expansion)

= Digital economy (e.g., e-commerce, digital
entrepreneurship)

= e-governance (e.g., online government services)

= Digital inclusion (e.g., access for marginalized
communities)

= Cybersecurity and data protection

= Artificial Intelligence and emerging technologies

g DI
STRATECES




CITIZENS AND BUSINESSES

= Communication Tools

= Government Services (e-Government)
* Financial Services (FinTech)

= e-commerce and Shopping

=" Productivity Tools

=" Transportation

These digital products have become essential to modern life, helping
citizens stay connected, informed, and engaged with society.

>



USING PUBLIC DOCUMENTS
ACROSS BORDERS TODAY?

°o€
APP
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Connecter Protéger Coopérer Depuis 1893
Connecting Protecting Cooperating Since 1893
Conectando Protegiendo Cooperande Desde 1893

Thank you

Melissa Ford
Secretary

Transnational Litigation and Apostille Division
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