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WELCOME!



OVERVIEW & GLOBAL UPDATE

 The Hague Conference on Private International Law
 The 1961 Apostille Convention 
 The electronic Apostille Programme (e-APP)
 Global update 





THE HCCH IN A GLOBAL WORLD 
Removing legal obstacles 
 Facilitating trade, commerce, and investment 
 Supporting access to justice and dispute resolution 
 Promoting rule of law and respect for human rights

Creating a coherent cross-border framework
 Providing legal certainty and predictability 
 Enabling effective cooperation in an established network
 Respecting diversity of legal systems 

Removing legal obstacles 
 Long-term sustainability and encouraging use of technology 
 Regular monitoring of operation: post-Convention services and assistance 



91 HCCH MEMBERS
90 States + European Union 

Member States

Admitted States

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by UN Geospatial Services. The number of States reflects the 
Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.

Colombia
Lebanon
Rwanda
Bahrain



… 158 CONNECTED PARTIES IN TOTAL

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by UN Geospatial Services. The number of States reflects the 
Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.

91 Members

67 Non-Member 
Contracting Parties

+



HCCH CORE CONVENTIONS



1961 APOSTILLE CONVENTION 

127 Contracting Parties 
Replaces legalisation with a simple, 
  one-step procedure 
Competent Authority
e-APP



WHAT IS A PUBLIC DOCUMENT? 

 All documents other than those issued by persons in their 
private capacity = any document executed by an authority or 
person in an official capacity
 General rule: if a document was subject to legalisation in a 

State before the entry into force of the Apostille Convention, it 
will now have to be apostillised
 The law of the State of Origin determines the public nature of a 

document, and whether an Apostille should be issued
 The law of the State of Destination determines the probative 

value of the public document



LEGALISATION CHAIN 
                           (WITHOUT THE CONVENTION)



SIMPLIFIED PROCEDURE (WITH CONVENTION)



COMPETENT AUTHORITY FUNCTIONS 

1. Verifying
the authenticity (origin) of public documents

2. Issuing
(and attaching) Apostilles

3. Recording
Apostilles in a register



COMPETENT AUTHORITY(IES)

 One or more Competent Authorities – different 
models in place, each Contracting Party may 
determine what is best for them

 Importance of proximity to users (public) – 
decentralisation / online options (e-APP)



MODEL APOSTILLE CERTIFICATE
 Title in French: “Apostille (Convention 

de La Haye du 5 octobre 1961)”
 10 numbered standard informational 

items
 Square frame (with sides at least 9 cm) 
 Drawn up in English, French, or in an 

official language of the issuing 
Competent Authority
 Attached to, or logically associated 

with, the underlying public document 
(incl. on an allonge)





electronic Apostille Programme 
(e-APP)



WHAT IS THE e-APP?

 Seeks to promote and encourage the use of 
technology under the Apostille Convention

 Improves accessibility and usability of the 
Convention using commonly available technologies

 Streamlines work processes of Competent 
Authorities, 
generates more user-friendly Apostilles, and 
enhances security of cross-border transfer of 
documents



THE TWO e-APP COMPONENTS

e-Apostilles
 An Article 3(1) Certificate issued 

in electronic form
 Signed by electronic signature 

with a digital certificate
 e-Apostilles may be issued on 

electronic documents or on 
paper documents that have been 
scanned/converted into 
electronic form

e-Register
 The Article 7(1) register maintained in a 

publicly accessible, electronic form
 Allows any interested person to verify their 

Apostille online
 Publicly accessible elements may differ 

amongst Contracting Parties (also 
depending on privacy laws)



Two Components

Issuance of Apostille 
by “Competent Authority” 

in State of Origin

Verification of Apostille 
in register of 

“Competent Authority” 
of State of Origin
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FUNCTIONAL 
EQUIVALENCE

“an Apostille validly issued in 
one Contracting Party to the 
Convention must be accepted 
in another Contracting Party to 
the Convention” 
(but receiving authority may have 
specific requirements for underlying 
public document – admissibility, 
form or probative value)



e-Apostille

e-Apostille

Digital signature

Underlying public document



e-Apostille  
(Kazakhstan example)



e-Apostille  
(Republic of Korea example)



e-Register 
(Singapore example)

(https://legalisation.sal.sg/AuthenticationCert/Search)

https://legalisation.sal.sg/AuthenticationCert/Search


GLOBAL UPDATE 



IMPLEMENTATION OF THE e-APP

56 CPs: e-Register

35 CPs: e-Register & 
e-Apostilles

82 Competent Authorities 
have an e-Register

>40 Competent 
Authorities are issuing 
e-Apostilles









DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT 
Countries across the world have adopted or are in 
the process of developing a digital agenda or 
digital strategy in

These agendas typically focus on:

 Digital infrastructure (e.g., broadband 
expansion)

 Digital economy (e.g., e-commerce, digital 
entrepreneurship)

 e-governance (e.g., online government services)
 Digital inclusion (e.g., access for marginalized 

communities)
 Cybersecurity and data protection
 Artificial Intelligence and emerging technologies



CITIZENS AND BUSINESSES 
 Communication Tools
 Government Services (e-Government)
 Financial Services (FinTech)
 e-commerce and Shopping
 Productivity Tools 
 Transportation 

These digital products have become essential to modern life, helping 
citizens stay connected, informed, and engaged with society.

ols



USING PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 
ACROSS BORDERS TODAY? 



Thank you

Melissa Ford 
Secretary 

Transnational Litigation and Apostille Division
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