
The child’s voice in cases of cross-
border parental child abduction



To discuss:

▪

▪

▪

▪



The importance of listening to 
children in classical Islamic law – 

voice and choice

▪

▪



Voice of the abducted child: Sara 



Voice of the abducted child

“They asked me if I would like to stay or go to my 

mum, but it was not really a free choice because 

at this moment my father was going to be in jail 

because of this story. And my [paternal] family 

and everyone told me if I go back to mum, they 

[Western authorities] will send my father to jail, 

and I can never see him again. So I have to stay 

for many reasons, and when I will be 18, I can go 

where I want. So I didn't feel at this moment that 

I really had a choice.” 



Abductees’ views on participation:

“

”

“My father didn't let anyone ask me what I 

wanted because he thinks I don’t know what’s 

right for me. If they cared about me, the 

government in England should work hard and 

make contact with me and ask what I want, and 

what I need.” 

“I was born in England; I lived in England until I 

was seven and whether I liked it or not, I should 

have been in England. You know I could have had 

a really bad relationship with my mum, I 

could’ve hated her, but I still should’ve been in 

England, and I think the UK government 

should’ve helped more.”



Outcomes of cases and Conclusion
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