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INTRODUCTION 
 
This document summarises the programme of work in the fields of international child 
protection and family law in which the Permanent Bureau is currently engaged. The 
document, which is an updated version of similar documents presented to meetings of 
the Special Commission on General Affairs and Policy of the Conference in 2003, 2004, 
2005 and 2006, and of the Council of 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010,1 sets out a timetable 
for certain projects and comments on the sources of funding for each project (cross-
referenced to the Supplementary Budget for Financial Years LVII-LIX (1 July 2011 –
 30 June 2014)).2 
 
The mandate for much of the work relating to the Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 
on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction and the Hague Convention of 
19 October 1996 on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co-
operation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children 
derives from the Fifth Meeting of the Special Commission to review the operation of the 
1980 Convention and to address implementation issues concerning the 1996 Convention, 
which took place in The Hague from 30 October to 9 November 2006.3 The Special 
Commission, attended by 66 States, agreed 57 Conclusions and Recommendations, with 
implications both for the Regular and Supplementary Budgets of the Hague Conference. 
 
Various projects concerning the Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of 
Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption were approved by the 
Special Commission meeting to review the practical operation of that Convention in 
November 2000. A third Special Commission meeting to review the practical operation of 
the Convention of 1993 held in June 2010 reaffirmed the work programme and approved 
further projects.4 The programme of work is funded partly from the Regular Budget and 
partly from the Supplementary Budget. 
 
The mandate for the work relating to the Hague Convention of 23 November 2007 on the 
International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance derives 
in part from Recommendations adopted at the Twenty-First Session on 
23 November 2007 (see Final Act of the Twenty-First Session, Part C) and in part from 
the Conclusions and Recommendations of the Special Commission on the implementation 
of the 2007 Child Support Convention and of the 2007 Protocol on the Law Applicable to 
Maintenance Obligations (10-17 November 2009). This work is funded partly under the 
Regular Budget and partly under the Supplementary Budget. 
 

                                                 
1 See Prel. Doc. No 5 of February 2010 for the attention of the Council of April 2010 on General Affairs and 
Policy of the Conference, available on the Hague Conference website at < www.hcch.net > under “Work in 
Progress” then “General Affairs”. 
2 See “Financial Years LVII-LIX (1 July 2011 – 30 June 2014), Supplementary Budget and Explanatory Notes. 
Part I: Special projects and expenses”, Prel. Doc. No 9 A of March 2011 and “Financial Year LVII-LIX (1 July 
2011 – 30 June 2014), Supplementary Budget and Explanatory Notes. Part II: International Centre for Judicial 
Studies and Technical Assistance”, Prel. Doc. No 9 B of March 2011, both drawn up for the attention of the 
Council of 2011 on General Affairs and Policy of the Conference. 
3 See “Conclusions and Recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Special Commission to review the 
operation of the Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction and 
the practical implementation of the Hague Convention of 19 October 1996 on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, 
Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation in respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of 
Children (30 October – 9 November 2006)”, available on the Hague Conference website at < www.hcch.net > 
under “Specialised sections” then “Child Abduction Section”. The original mandate for certain projects derives 
from earlier Special Commission meetings. See, in particular, “Conclusions and Recommendations of the Fourth 
Meeting of the Special Commission to Review the Operation of the Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on 
the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction (22-28 March 2001)”, also available on the Hague Conference 
website. 
4 See “Conclusions and Recommendations of the Third Meeting of the Special Commission to review the 
operation of the Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Intercountry Adoption (17-25 June 2010)”, available on the Hague Conference website at < www.hcch.net > 
under “Specialised sections” then “Adoption Section”. 
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The majority of the work programme set out in Part I of this document arises from specific 
conclusions and instructions given by meetings of Special Commissions. Part II of this 
document refers to three documents providing further details regarding technical 
assistance and training under the Children’s Conventions. 
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PART I 

THE HAGUE CONVENTION OF 25 OCTOBER 1980 
ON THE CIVIL ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION 

and the 
HAGUE CONVENTION OF 19 OCTOBER 1996 

ON JURISDICTION, APPLICABLE LAW, RECOGNITION, ENFORCEMENT AND CO-
OPERATION IN RESPECT OF PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY AND MEASURES FOR 

THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 

Implementation of Conclusions and Recommendations from the Fifth Meeting 
of the Special Commission to review the operation of the 1980 Convention and 
practical implementation of the 1996 Convention5 (October / November 2006) 

and 
preparations for the Sixth Meeting of the Special Commission to review the 

practical operation of the 1980 Convention and the 1996 Convention  
(Parts I and II, 2011 and 2012) 

1. Development of Guides to Good Practice, Handbooks and Checklists under 
the 1980 and 1996 Conventions 

a) Under the 1980 Convention:  

Part I (Central Authority Practice) 
 
Part II (Implementing Measures) 
 
Part III (Preventive Measures) 
 
Part IV (Enforcement of return orders) 
 
General Principles and Guide to Good 
Practice on Transfrontier Contact 
Concerning Children 

Part V (Mediation) 

Parts I, II, III and IV have been published and 
distributed in English, French and Spanish. 
The General Principles have also been 
published in English and French, and Spanish.  

Part III and the General Principles have been 
translated into Arabic. 

It is hoped for the complete set (Parts I-IV 
and the General Principles) to be published in 
English, French, Spanish and Arabic by the 
end of 2012. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014 Part I, 
A.1.2. 

Part IV has been published and distributed in 
English and French. The publication in Spanish 
is about to be finalised. 

See Conclusions and Recommendations 
adopted by the 2008 Council on General 
Affairs and Policy of the Conference (1-3 April 
2008), p. 1, 3rd para. 

See for details on Part V Prel. Doc. No 10 of 
March 2011 for the attention of the Council of 
April 2011 on General Affairs and Policy of the 
Conference. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014 Part I, 
A.1.3. 

                                                 
5 The Conclusions and Recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Special Commission to review the operation 
of the 1980 Convention are available on the Hague Conference website at < www.hcch.net > under 
“Conventions” then “Convention 28” and “Practical Operation Documents”. The Special Commission took place 
from 30 October to 9 November 2006. General preparations for Special Commissions are funded from the 
Regular Budget of the Hague Conference, as are the Special Commissions themselves. The provision of Spanish 
interpretation during the Special Commission and the translation of preliminary documents were funded by 
contributions to the Supplementary Budget. 
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b) Under the 1996 Convention:  

Checklist on the implementation of the 
1996 Convention 

The Checklist has been completed and has 
been circulated. 

See summary in Prel. Doc. No 5 of February 
2010 for the attention of the Council of April 
2010 on General Affairs and Policy of the 
Conference. 

Handbook on the practical operation of 
the 1996 Convention 

Following the circulation of the draft Handbook 
to Members and Contracting States, the 
Handbook was subject to further revision. The 
Handbook will be submitted for approval to the 
Special Commission meeting in June 2011. 

Regarding Spanish translation and publication, 
see Supplementary Budget 2011-2014 Part I, 
A.1.3. 

General Principles and Guide to Good 
Practice on Transfrontier Contact 
Concerning Children 

See supra 1 a). 

2. The development of a Country Profile for Contracting States to the 1980 
Convention  

Following consultation with the Expert 
Working Group on the Country Profile 
for the 1980 Convention, a decision 
was taken to retain the Questionnaire 
for Newly Acceding States alongside the 
new Country Profile. It was thought an 
unduly onerous burden to ask newly 
acceding States to complete the full 
Country Profile immediately upon 
accession to the 1980 Convention. The 
Country Profile addresses this issue in 
its foreword and explains that newly 
acceding States should complete the 
Questionnaire for Newly Acceding 
States as soon as possible following 
accession. They should complete the 
Country Profile as soon as is practicable 
thereafter 

Recommendation No 1.1.11 of the Fifth 
Meeting of the Special Commission. 

In December 2010, following further 
consultation with the Expert Working Group, 
the revised third draft Country Profile was 
circulated to Members and Contracting States 
for consultation. The draft County Profile has 
been further revised in light of the feedback 
received from States.  

The final Country Profile will be circulated to 
Contracting States for completion in March 
2011, in advance of the Special Commission 
meeting. 

 

3. Direct judicial communications 

 Report confirmed by the Fifth Meeting of the 
Special Commission.6 

Recommendation No 1.6.7 of the Special 
Commission. 

                                                 
6 P. Lortie, “Report on Judicial Communications in relation to International Child Protection”, Prel. Doc. No 8 of 
October 2006 for the attention of the Fifth Meeting of the Special Commission to review the operation of the 
Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, available on the 
website of the Hague Conference at < www.hcch.net > under “Work in Progress” then “Child Abduction”. 
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a) Promoting the designation of 
Judges to the International Hague 
Network of Judges (IHNJ) by 
disseminating the Conclusions 
and Recommendations of the 
Joint EC-HCCH Conference of 
January 2009 

Ongoing. 

b) Maintaining, updating and up-
grading the list of Members of the 
IHNJ 

Ongoing. 

c) Continued consultations and 
development of practical 
mechanisms and structures in 
respect of the IHNJ (including 
regional networks) 

Recommendation No 1.6.7 of the Special 
Commission. 

Ongoing. 

d) Continued development of an 
inventory of existing practices 
relating to direct judicial 
communications in specific cases 
under the 1980 Hague Convention 
and with regard to international 
child protection 

Recommendation No 1.6.7 of the Special 
Commission. 

Ongoing. 

e) Further development of the Draft 
General Principles concerning 
direct judicial communications 
with a view to submitting the 
Principles to the Sixth Meeting of 
the Special Commission on the 
1980 Convention 

Recommendation No 1.6.7 of the Special 
Commission. 

Ongoing.  

Draft General Principles concerning direct 
judicial communications will be the subject of 
discussions at the June 2011 Sixth Meeting of 
the Special Commission. Further to the Special 
Commission, additional consultations and / or 
meeting of experts may be required. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, Part I, 
A.1.7. 

f) Exploration of the development of 
a secured system of 
communications for members of 
the IHNJ 

Recommendation No 1.6.7 of the Special 
Commission. 

Ongoing. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, Part I, 
A.1.7. 
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4. Mediation in cross-border family matters 

a)  Permanent Bureau to keep States 
informed of developments in the 
mediation of cross-border 
disputes concerning contact and 
abduction7 

Recommendation No 1.3.3 of the Fifth Meeting 
of the Special Commission. See Prel. Doc. 
No 10 for the attention of the Council of April 
2008 on General Affairs and Policy. 

b)  Development of a Guide to Good 
Practice on Mediation under the 
1980 Convention 

See supra 1 a). 

c)  Working Party on Mediation in the 
Context of the Malta Process 

See for details Prel. Doc. No 10 of March 2011 
for the attention of the Council of April 2011 
on General Affairs and Policy of the 
Conference. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, Part I, 
A.1.13 a) and b). 

5. The International Child Abduction Database (INCADAT) 

a) Continued expansion of the 
substantive legal coverage, co-
operation with INCADAT 
correspondents, ongoing updating 
and checking of translations and 
expansion of the non-Hague 
Convention page 

Ongoing. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, Part I, 
A.1.9 a). 

b) Extension of the coverage of 
INCADAT and enlarging the 
correspondent network. 
Arranging for a correspondent 
meeting 

Ongoing. A correspondent meeting is 
envisaged for 2012. 
 
See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, Part I, 
A.1.9 a). 

c) Extension of INCADAT to cover 
case law under other Hague 
family Conventions 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, Part I, 
A.1.9 b). 

                                                 
7 “Feasibility study on cross border mediation in family matters” drawn up by the Permanent Bureau, Prel. Doc. 
No 20 of March 2007 for the attention of the Council of April 2007 on General Affairs and Policy of the Conference 
which includes as an Annex the “Note on the development of mediation, conciliation and similar means to 
facilitate agreed solutions in transfrontier family disputes concerning children especially in the context of the 
Hague Convention of 1980” drawn up by S. Vigers, Former Legal Officer of the Permanent Bureau, Prel. Doc. No 
5 of October 2006 for the attention of the Fifth Meeting of the Special Commission to review the operation of 
the Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, available on the 
website of the Hague Conference at < www.hcch.net > under “Work in Progress” then “Child Abduction”. 
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6. The International Child Abduction Statistical Database (INCASTAT) 

–  Ongoing work to promote the use 
of the system by Central 
Authorities designated under the 
1980 Hague Convention 

Recommendation No 1.1.18 of the Fifth 
Meeting of the Special Commission. 

INCASTAT was launched on 28 September 
2007. 

Ongoing work to develop a form for 
Convention States to report statistics on non-
Hague States.  

See Supplementary Budget 2010-2011, Part I, 
A.1 and 6 b). 

7. iChild Case Management System 

– Ongoing efforts to promote and 
implement the system in Central 
Authorities designated under the 
1980 Hague Convention 

Recommendation No 1.1.17 of the Fifth 
Meeting of the Special Commission. 

Ongoing with WorldReach Software of Canada 
which has developed the Software in co-
operation with HCCH. 

8. The Judges’ Newsletter on International Child Protection 

a) Consultation with Editorial Board; 
soliciting material; writing and 
editing; co-ordination with 
publisher; maintenance and 
updating of distribution list 

Recommendation No 1.6.9 of the Fifth Meeting 
of the Special Commission. 

Regular bi-annual publication. 

In 2010, co-operation has been renewed with 
LexisNexis who support the publication and 
distribution of paper copies. 

As a result, in early 2010, Vol. XV / Autumn 
2009 on the Brussels Conference on Direct 
Judicial Communication and development of 
Judicial Network could be published in hard 
copies. The electronic and paper versions of 
Vol. XVI / Spring 2010 on the Third Malta 
Judicial Conference on Cross-Frontier Family 
Law Issues have been published. 

Vol. XVII, focusing on the Special Commission 
on Intercountry Adoption, and Vol. XVIII, 
focusing on the Special Commission on the 
1980 and 1996 Conventions, will be published 
in 2011. 

See also under 34 for the Special Edition on 
the International Judicial Conference on Cross-
Border Family Relocation. 

b) Translation into languages other 
than English / French 

It is hoped to have Vol. XVI and the coming 
volumes published in Spanish and some in 
Arabic.  

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, Part I, 
A. 6 a) and b). 
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9. Development of questionnaires for Members and Contracting States to 
prepare for the 2011 Special Commission to review the practical operation 
of the 1980 and the 1996 Conventions 

Questionnaire on the practical 
operation of the Conventions 

See Prel. Doc. No 1 of November 2010 for the 
attention of the Special Commission of June 
2011. 

Questionnaire on the desirability and 
feasibility of a protocol to the 1980 
Hague Child Abduction Convention 

See Prel. Doc. No 2 of December 2010 for the 
attention of the Special Commission of June 
2011. 

10. Forms 

Consent to Travel Form  See Recommendation No 1.2.3 of the Fifth 
Meeting of the Special Commission. 

Discussion of the feasibility and development 
of standardised or recommended permission 
[to travel with child] or consent form at the 
Special Commission meeting (Prel. Doc. No 11 
for the attention of the June 2011 Sixth 
Special Commission; forthcoming). 

Updating of the request for return form 
under the 1980 Hague Child Abduction 
Convention. 

Recommendation No 1.1.14 of the Fifth 
Meeting of the Special Commission. 

To be discussed at the Special Commission 
meeting (Prel. Doc. No 10 for the attention of 
the June 2011 Sixth Special Commission; 
forthcoming). 

THE HAGUE CONVENTION OF 29 MAY 1993 ON PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND 
CO-OPERATION IN RESPECT OF INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION 

 
Implementation of the Conclusions and Recommendations of the  

Third Meeting of the Special Commission to review the  
practical operation of the 1993 Convention8  

(17-25 June 2010) 
 

11. The Guide to Good Practice 

a) Publication of a Guide to Good Practice 
No 1 on Implementation 

Chinese, Khmer, Russian and Vietnamese 
versions of Guide No 1 are being prepared 
and should be published in 2011.  

                                                 
8 The Second Meeting of the Special Commission took place from 17 to 23 September 2005, including a one-
day meeting on accreditation issues. The Third Meeting of the Special Commission took place from 17 to 
25 June 2010, including a day on abduction, sale and traffic in children and their illicit procurement. The 
Conclusions and Recommendations of both Special Commission meetings are available on the Hague 
Conference website at < www.hcch.net > under “Intercountry Adoption Section” and then “Special 
Commissions”. General preparations for Special Commissions are funded from the Regular Budget of the Hague 
Conference, as are the meetings of the Special Commissions themselves. The provision of Spanish 
interpretation during the Special Commission and the translation of preliminary documents were funded by 
contributions to the Supplementary Budget. 
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b) Finalisation of the Guide to Good 
Practice No 2 on Accreditation and 
Adoption Accredited Bodies  

The Third Meeting of the Special 
Commission revised the draft Guide and 
gave its general endorsement to the draft 
presented. Revisions are being made to 
the text in light of the discussions within 
the last Special Commission. 

Recommendation No 4 of the 2005 
Special Commission and No 3 of the 2010 
Special Commission. 

c) Collection of information for the 
preparation of the Guide to Good 
Practice No 3 on the selection, 
counselling and preparation of 
prospective adoptive parents 

To be done in 2012. 

Recommendation No 10 of the 2010 
Special Commission. 

d) Research into possible additional 
Chapters (e.g., financial aspects and 
post-adoption reports) 

Ongoing. 

Recommendation No 2 of the 2005 
Special Commission meeting. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, 
Part I, A.3.16. 

e) Spanish translation of additional parts 
of the Guide 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, 
Part I, A.3.16. 

12. Development of a model form for 
the consent of the child 
(Art. 4 d)(3)) as well as model 
forms or protocols regarding the 
operation of Articles 15 and 16 of 
the Convention 

In preparation. 

Recommendation No 7 of the 2005 
Special Commission meeting. 

13. Development of country profiles 

 

The completed country profiles are 
available on the Hague Conference 
website and States are encouraged to 
update them regularly. 

Recommendation No 8 of the 2005 
Special Commission and No 7 of the 2010 
Special Commission. 

14. Development of a model form 
regarding post-adoption reporting 

No resources available. 

Recommendations No 18 of the 2005 
Special Commission and No 7 of the 2010 
Special Commission. 

15. Development of ICASTAT (the 
intercountry adoption statistical 
database) 

After the assistance of an intern from 
February to July 2010, no resources are 
available for this project. 

The 2010 Special Commission 
recommended that consultations should 
continue on options for the future 
collection of statistical data by the 
Permanent Bureau. 

Recommendation No 31 of the 2010 
Special Commission. 
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See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, 
Part I, A.3.17. 

16. Tables indicating for each 
Contracting State the costs 
associated with intercountry 
adoption and the charges imposed 
on prospective adoptive parents 

No resources are available at the 
moment. 

Recommendation No 4 of the 2010 
Special Commission. 

17. Informal group on abduction, sale 
and traffic in children and their 
illicit procurement 

Participation of the Permanent Bureau in 
this group to consider the development of 
more effective and practical forms of co-
operation between States to prevent and 
address specific instances of abuse.  

Permanent Bureau will circulate 
conclusions of this group for consideration 
by Contracting States. 

Recommendation No 2 of the 2010 
Special Commission. 

18. International surrogacy and 
intercountry adoption 

The Permanent Bureau should carry out a 
further study of the legal, especially 
private international law, issues 
surrounding international surrogacy. 

Recommendation No 26 of the 2010 
Special Commission. 

See also below No 33.  

THE HAGUE CONVENTION OF 13 JANUARY 2000 ON  
THE INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION OF ADULTS 

19. Preparation of publicity material Ongoing. 

THE HAGUE CONVENTION OF 23 NOVEMBER 2007 ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
RECOVERY OF CHILD SUPPORT AND OTHER FORMS OF FAMILY MAINTENANCE 

 
Implementation of the Conclusions included in the Final Act of the Twenty First 
Session, 23 November 2007, and of the Conclusions and Recommendations of 

the Special Commission on the implementation of the Convention,  
10-17 November 2009 

20. Explanatory Report Will soon be available in the form of an 
off-print prior to being published in the 
Proceedings of the Twenty-First Session. 
A Spanish version has also been 
prepared. 

See Recommendation No 2 of the 2009 
Special Commission. 

21. Publication of the Implementation 
Checklist for the 2007 Child Support 
Convention 

Done. Work on a Spanish version 
ongoing. 

See Recommendation No 13 of the 2009 
Special Commission. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, 
Part I, A.4.18. 
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22. Publication of the Practical 
Handbook for case workers on the 
operation of the Maintenance 
Convention 

Review of the Practical Handbook in light 
of the comments received is underway 
prior to its final circulation for comments. 

As soon as the Practical Handbook is 
finalised in both French and English it 
should be made available in Spanish. 

See Recommendation No 6 of the 2009 
Special Commission. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, 
Part I, A.4.19. 

23. Continuation of the work of the 
Administrative Co-operation 
Working Group (ACWG) 

– Two conference calls 

See Final Act. 

See Prel. Doc. No 3 B of February 2010. 

Ongoing. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, 
Part I, A.4.20. 

24. Publications of the Forms adopted 
by the November 2009 Special 
Commission 

 

See Final Act. 

See Recommendation No 3 of the 
November 2009 Special Commission. 

As the Recommended Forms have been 
finalised in both French and English it is 
now planned to have them available in 
Spanish as soon as possible. 

25. Reconvening the Forms Working 
Group (co-ordinated by the 
Permanent Bureau) 

– Eight conference calls 

See Recommendation No 4 of the 
November 2009 Special Commission. 

Suspended until at least 2012. 

26. Publication of the Country Profile – 
Core Scope (co-ordinated by the 
Permanent Bureau) 

– Finalisation of the web-based Country 
Profile – Core Scope (after the 
November 2009 Special Commission) 

See Final Act. 

See Recommendation No 8 of the 
November 2009 Special Commission. 

As soon as the Country Profile (Core 
Scope) is finalised in both French and 
English it should be made available in 
Spanish. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, 
Part I, A.4.21 c). 

27. Development of the Country Profile 
– Extended Scope (co-ordinated by 
the Permanent Bureau) 

– Four conference calls 

– Possible one in-person meeting 

– Extension of the web-based Country 
Profile – Extended Scope  

See Recommendation No 8 and Minutes 
of the November 2009 Special 
Commission. 

Underway. 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, 
Part I, A.4.21 a), b). 
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28. iSupport (electronic case 

management and Internet based 
communication system for the 
international recovery of 
maintenance) 

– Preliminary work to devise, in 
consultation with interested States, 
functional and technical requirements 
for the system and its design 

– Preliminary work to devise a tendering 
process for the development of the 
software per se 

– Preliminary work to devise a funding 
strategy to operate and maintain the 
system 

See Recommendation No 6 of the Special 
Commission on General Affairs and Policy 
of the Conference of April 2006 and 
Recommendations Nos 14 and 15 of the 
2009 Special Commission. 

Ongoing (subject to available resources). 

See Supplementary Budget 2011-2014, 
Part I, A.4.32-37. 

29. Preparation of publicity materials Ongoing. 

30. Feasibility study on a possible 
protocol to the 2007 Convention to 
deal with the international recovery 
of maintenance in respect of 
vulnerable persons 

See Final Act.  

See Recommendation No 11 of the 2009 
Special Commission. 

Completed. The Permanent Bureau will 
continue to monitor the situation. 

THE HAGUE PROTOCOL OF 23 NOVEMBER 2007 ON THE  
LAW APPLICABLE TO MAINTENANCE OBLIGATIONS 

31. Explanatory Report See Minutes of the Plenary Session of the 
Diplomatic Session. 

See Recommendation No 2 of the 2009 
Special Commission. 

The Explanatory Report for the Protocol, 
having been adopted in both English and 
French and finalised in Spanish, will soon 
be available in the form of an off-print 
prior to being published in the 
Proceedings of the Twenty-First Session. 

CO-HABITATION OUTSIDE MARRIAGE  

32. Co-habitation outside marriage  

Monitoring developments  Ongoing. See Prel. Doc. No 11 for the 
attention of the Council of April 2008 on 
General Affairs and Policy. 
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STATUS OF CHILDREN AND INTERNATIONAL SURROGACY ISSUES 

33. Status of children and international 
surrogacy issues  

 

Preparation of a brief preliminary note to the 
Council of 2011 on the private international 
law issues surrounding the status of children 
(excluding adoption) and, in particular, on 
the issue of recognition of parent-child 
relationships (filiation) (Prel. Doc. No 11 of 
March 2011 for the attention of the Council of 
April 2011 on General Affairs and Policy) 

See Conclusions and Recommendations 
adopted by the Council on General 
Affairs and Policy of the Conference 
(7-9 April 2010) (Prel. Doc. No 1 of 
September 2010 for the attention of the 
Council of April 2011 on General Affairs 
and Policy). 

See also above under 18. 

INTERNATIONAL FAMILY RELOCATION 

34. International family relocation  

Preparation of a note to inform the discussion 
at Part II of the Sixth Meeting of the Special 
Commission  

Ongoing. 

The 2010 meeting of the Council on 
General Affairs and Policy “took note of 
the Declaration resulting from the 
International Judicial Conference on 
Cross-Border Family Relocation 
(Washington, D.C., United States of 
America, 23-25 March 2010)”.  

See also the Special Edition on the 
International Judicial Conference on 
Cross-Border Family Relocation (in 
English) of the Judges’ Newsletter 
published in December 2010. 

PART II 

DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAMMES AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMMES 
TO SUPPORT THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HAGUE CONVENTIONS 

See: 

– Annual Report 2010; 

– “Strategic Plan Update”, Prel. Doc. No 3 of March 2011 for the attention of the 
Council of April 2011 on General Affairs and Policy; 

– “Financial Year LVII-LIX (1 July 2011 – 30 June 2014), Supplementary Budget and 
Explanatory Notes. Part II: International Centre for Judicial Studies and Technical 
Assistance”, Prel. Doc. No 9 B of March 2011, drawn up for the attention of the 
Council of 2011 on General Affairs and Policy of the Conference. 
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