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Introduction 
 
1. On 1 December 2017, the Working Group on the Authentication of Documents Generated 

by Supranational and Intergovernmental Organisations (hereafter, “the Group”) met in 
The Hague. The Group was attended by 36 experts, representing 22 States, one 
supranational organisation and one intergovernmental organisation, as well as members 
of the Permanent Bureau. The list of participants is annexed to this report. 

 
2. The mandate of the Group, as recommended by the 2016 meeting of the Special 

Commission on the practical operation of the Apostille Convention and endorsed by the 
Council on General Affairs and Policy (hereafter, “the Council”), was “to study [issues in 
relation to the process of authenticating documents generated by supranational and 
intergovernmental organisations] and make recommendations regarding the possible 
application of the Convention to those documents” (C&R No 27 of the 2017 meeting of 
the Council and C&R No 11 of the 2016 meeting of the Special Commission). 

 
Conclusions & Recommendations 
 
3. Having reviewed the different practices across Contracting Parties with respect to 

authenticating documents generated by supranational and intergovernmental 
organisations in their territory, the Group recommended the following options, if and 
when a need to authenticate such documents for use in another Contracting Party arises: 

i. the relevant Competent Authority of the host State, in possession of the required 
sample signatures and seals of the officials that issue such documents for the 
organisation in question, may directly apostillise the documents; 

ii. a notary of the host State may first authenticate the document or a copy of the 
document and this notarial authentication is subsequently apostillised by the 
relevant Competent Authority;  

iii. a government office or authority, which holds the required sample signatures and 
seals of the officials that execute such documents for the organisation in question, 
may be designated by the host State to act as an intermediary for the purposes of 
authenticating such documents and this authentication is subsequently apostillised 
by the relevant Competent Authority. 

 
4. The Group further recalled that an Apostille validly issued by one Contracting Party must 

be accepted in other Contracting Parties and, in particular, cannot be rejected on the sole 
ground that it relates to a document of a supranational or intergovernmental organisation. 

 
5. The Group concluded that, at this stage, it was not necessary to develop a protocol to the 

Convention, nor for Contracting Parties to consider designating entities within a 
supranational or intergovernmental organisation as Competent Authorities. 

 
6. The Group recommended that the Council approve the above Conclusions & 

Recommendations. 
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