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TABLES ON THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION

The Tables on costs! are designed to increase transparency by compiling the available
information on the costs of intercountry adoption in States of origin and receiving States.

The Tables do not aim to provide prospective adoptive parents ("PAPs”) or other actors
with a definitive, “total cost” for an intercountry adoption. Rather, they aim to be a
reference point for PAPs and other actors to identify if the costs which they encounter in
the State of origin (Table I) and the receiving State (Table II) are of the nature and within
the range provided in the Tables. The Experts’ Group will continue its discussions regarding
the best method of collecting the data as well as the timeline for providing the data. It will
also decide on where and how the tables should be published.

The Tables also include information about the “contributions”? which may be demanded
from PAPs by certain States of origin or adoption accredited bodies in the context of an
intercountry adoption. Such contributions should not be considered as “costs” of an
intercountry adoption since they are distinct from the real or actual costs of the adoption
procedure (i.e., they are distinct from the cost of providing all the services necessary in
the receiving State and the State of origin to complete each particular adoption).
Nevertheless, in order to reflect the current practice of some States,? they have been
included in the tables.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF THE TABLES

Tables I and II may be completed by States to provide information concerning the estimated
costs and contributions associated with an intercountry adoption in the particular State of
origin or receiving State.

States of origin may complete Table I. Receiving States may complete Table II. States that
are both States of origin and receiving States may complete both Tables.

Column “Purpose”

The “other” category should be used to add any category of costs not previously listed in
the column. Please be as specific as possible.

Column “Charged by”

For each category of costs, please select the type of authority, body or person that best
corresponds.

! For a definition of the term “costs” in the context of intercountry adoption, see the Terminology section of the
Note on the Financial Aspects of Intercountry Adoption, available on the Hague Conference website at
< www.hcch.net > under “Intercountry Adoption Section” (hereinafter, "Note").

2For a definition of the term “contribution” in the context of intercountry adoption, see Note, supra note 1. See
also Chapter 6 of the Note regarding the problems and recommendations associated with “contributions” and
Hague Conference on Private International Law’s, Accreditation and Adoption Accredited Bodies: General
Principles and Guide to Good Practice, Guide No 2, Family Law (Jordan Publishing Ltd), 2012, Chapter 9, available
on the Hague Conference website at < www.hcch.net > under “Intercountry Adoption Section” (hereinafter,
“Guide to Good Practice No 2”).

3 See Guide to Good Practice No 2, supra note 2, para. 432.



Abbreviations used

(CAN) Central Authority National

(CAR) Central Authority Regional

(PA) Public Authority

(CT) Court or Tribunal

(AB) Adoption Accredited Body

(AB SO) Adoption Accredited Body of the State of origin

(AB RS) Adoption Accredited Body of the receiving State

(AP SO) Adoption Approved (Non-accredited) Person of the State of origin
(AP RS) Adoption Approved (Non-accredited) Person of the receiving State
(OP) Other professionals (e.g., lawyer, doctor, translator, interpreter)
(N/A) Not applicable - if service is not performed

Column “Name of the authority, body or person”

Please use the space in this column to specify the name of the authority, body, person or
the type of professional whenever possible.

Column “Amount”

For each category of costs, please indicate the fixed amount, if applicable, or the range
(minimum to maximum) that is charged. You may use “free” when the service is provided
free of charge, “not applicable” when the service is not provided, or “unknown” when the
information is not yet available.

You may find that some categories of costs are incurred in exceptional cases only (e.g.,
translation and/or interpretation costs). In such a case, please indicate "0 to [estimate price
when the prospective adoptive parent(s) select this service]”. You may also use the space in
each category or use a footnote to specify the conditions under which an amount may be
requested.



TABLE I - STATE OF ORIGIN

COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
TO BE PAID IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
2019

Date completed May 27, 2020
Reporting Fiscal Year 2019 (Oct 1, 2018 - Sept 30, 2019)

NOTE from US Central Authority: Detailed information on fees charged by ABs or
other authorities as envisioned in this form is not available at this time. We provided fee
per case information with respect to passport fees and the median fees paid to U.S. ABs
in the 56 outgoing adoptions involving intercountry adoption cases in 7 Receiving States
on page 5.

This table is designed to provide prospective adoptive parents ("PAPs”) and other adoption
actors with an overview of the costs and contributions (see p. 2 on the way to enter the
“amount” in the tables) which may need to be paid in the above-mentioned State of origin
when undertaking an intercountry adoption from that State. Unless indicated otherwise,
the costs listed are for the adoption of ONE child.

Please note: In order to obtain a comprehensive overview of the costs and contributions
which may need to be paid by the PAPs, one will need also to refer to Table II (costs and
contributions to be paid in the receiving State) as completed by the receiving State in
which the PAPs habitually reside.

Additional amounts, such as travel costs (which may include airfares and accommodation)
may apply (see “travel requirements” section below) but only general information
concerning this is requested in this table, not actual costs.

COSTS

Administrative application fee® D CAN 0 CAR

o PA o N/A
o . . 6 o CAN o CAR
Administrative processing fee o PA o N/A
Court fees oCT o N/A
Xlis;i(ns) for PAPs to enter the State of 5 PA o N/A
Legal services
(e.g., legal advice 5
and representation . gi’ SO o Q/BARS
Specialised in the State of . .
professionals origin)
Notary's fees o OP o N/A
Medical services
(e.g., health o OP o N/A

4 For each category of costs, please indicate the currency, fixed amount, if applicable, or the range (minimum to maximum)
that is charged for each category. See also p. 2 of this document for more details on the way to enter the “amount” in the
tables.

5 States should use this category to indicate whether they charge a standard fee when PAPs submit an application to adopt.
6 States should use this category to indicate whether they charge subsequent fees at different stages of the adoption
procedure (e.g., when the matching is done).

7 Only applicable if not included already in the costs for services by a receiving States accredited body mentioned in Table II.




examination for the

child)
Psychologists / o AB SO o AB RS8
counselling o OP o N/A

8 Ibid.




Interpreter in the o AB SO o AB RS?
Specialised State of origin o OP o N/A
professionals Other: [please
specify]
Varies by
Birth certificate(s) x PA o CT U.S. State
of the child o N/A Issuing
Body
Passport from the x PA $115
State of origin o N/A
Documentation Legallsatlon_ of o PA o CT
documents in the N/A
State of origin =
Translation of 10
documents in the - gg SO o Q/BARS
State of origin - -
Other: [please
specify]
Other costs charged by an AB of the
State of origin (not included in other o AB SO o N/A
categories)
[please specify]
Emigration / Exit fees for the child
(e.g., fee to exit the State)!! D PA o N/A
Other:
Total median fees charged by U.S.
ABs in both State of Origin and R
Receiving State in FY 2019
CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions demanded by the State
of origin

o CAN o CAR

[Please specify for what purpose this o PA o N/A e
money is collected]

Contributions demanded by an

accredited body of the State of origin 5 AB SO

[Please specify for what purpose this o N/A N/A

money is collected (e.g. for the care
of the child)]

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS

[Please specify if prospective adoptive parent(s) is / are
required to personally travel to the State of origin and the
number of compulsory trips!? as well as the minimum
number of days which he / she / they are required to stay

in the State of origin].

Yes. Minimum trips = 1 but
may be more depending on
the court with jurisdiction
over the case.

9 Ibid.
10 Ibid.

1 This category of costs does not refer to costs associated with the immigration of the child into the receiving
State; instead, it refers to any fees charged by the authorities of the State of origin in order for the child to exit

the territory.

12 States should be aware of the psychological trauma to the child which could occur when several trips are made
to meet the child before he or she is finally entrusted to the adoptive parents.




TABLE 1I - RECEIVING STATE

COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
TO BE PAID IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
2018

Date completed November 10, 2019

NOTE from US Central Authority: Detailed information on fees charged by ABs or
other authorities as envisioned in this form is not available at this time. We provided fee
per case information with respect to fees paid to the US Central Authority or the public
authority authorized to receive such fees on pages 7 and 7 and provided the median fees
paid in intercountry adoption cases in 48 States of Origin on pages 8-9.

This table is designed to provide prospective adoptive parents ("PAPs”) and other adoption
actors with an overview of the costs and contributions (see p. 2 on the way to enter the
“amount” in the tables) which may need to be paid in the above-mentioned receiving State
when undertaking an intercountry adoption to that State. Unless indicated otherwise, the
costs listed are for the adoption of ONE child.

Please note: In order to obtain a comprehensive overview of the costs and contributions
which may need to be paid by the PAPs, one will need also to refer to Table I (costs and
contributions to be paid in the State of origin) as completed by the State of origin in which
the child habitually resides.

Additional amounts, such as travel costs (which may include airfares and accommodation)
may apply but are not included in this table.

TO BE PAID IN THE RECEIVING STATE
(regardless of the State of origin from which the adoptable child comes)

COSTS

Charged by an authority
x CAN [ CAR

Administrative application fee!# COPA  [IN/A USCIS $770 USD
Administrative processing feel® ECI;AAN g E'/A‘E USCIS $85 USD
Court fees OCT [ N/A

Certificates issued

in the receiving 0] PA O CcT

State (e.g., birth,
Documentation | marriage, criminal
records)

Passports (for PAPs
and child)

O N/A

L] PA 0 N/A

3 For each category of costs, please indicate the currency, fixed amount, if applicable, or the range (minimum to
maximum) that is charged for each category. See also p. 2 of this document for more details on the way to enter
the “amount” in the tables.

14 States should use this category to indicate whether they charge a standard fee when PAPs submit an application
to adopt.

15> States should use this category to indicate whether they charge subsequent fees at different stages of the
adoption procedure (e.g., when the matching is done).



Immigration
procedures for the
child in the
receiving State
(e.g., visa or other
entry requirement)

Documentation

X PA CJ N/A

US Department of
State

$325

Other: [please
specify]

Charged by an AB in the RS1®

[please explain what fees cover]

. . i 0 AB RS
Opening of the adoption case file 0 N/A
Administration and file processing 1 AB RS
costs O N/A

. 0 ABRS
Membership of the AB 0 N/A
S\Egsr:eaddministrative costs / fee for (] AB RS

a O N/A

Please note: add as many rows to the table as required, according to the number of ABs

present in your State.

Charged by an authority, an AB or other person

Home study (preparation of the
psychosocial evaluation on suitability
to adopt of PAPs)

OO0 CAN [ CAR
[0 AB RS[J AP RS

0] PA O N/A

General preparation, education and

00 CAN O CAR
[0 AB RS AP RS

training programs for PAPs'” (OPA [JOP
0 N/A
Medical services and related [J AB RS[J AP RS
certificates (e.g., health examination | [J PA 1] oP
for PAPs) 0 N/A
Legal advice and representation I AB RS AP RS
1 OoP CIN/A

6 See Section II for specific costs according to each State of origin.

17 Ibid.




Additional psychological services 0 AB RS[J AP RS
(e.g., for special needs children and | [0 PA J OP
other services provided to the child) | OO N/A

O CAN O CAR
0 AB RS AP RS
O PA 0 OP

0 N/A

Post-adoption counselling

Others costs

[please specify] U.S. ABs All Range:
Range and Median of $0to $ 64,357
Case Fees Charged by

U.S. ABs for all Median:

Intercountry Adoption
Services regardless of
State of Origin

$31,395

Total median fees
charged by U.S. ABs
prf)f/ri;gffi'nsgg‘tfssof U.S. ABs Albania $23,100
Origin and Receiving
States
Armenia $29,100
Azerbaijan $19,140
Belize $8,200
Burundi $16,650
Brazil $14,525
Bulgaria $14,025
Burkina Faso $18,8105
Burundi $16,650
Canada $34,122
China $15,725
Colombia $14,410
Costa Rica $16,680
Croatia $8,950
Czech Republic $11,600
Dominican Republic $8,700
Ecuador $8,500
El Salvador $15,919




Georgia $18,800
Germany $31,625
Ghana $11,915
Guatemala $26,622
Guinea $8,950
Haiti $20,274
Hong Kong S AR $6,675
Hungary $18,900
India $15,750
Kazakhstan $18.,750
Kenya $6,250
Kyrgyzstan $19,155
Latvia $14,600
Lesotho $12,000
Lithuania $21,000
Madagascar $12,000
Mexico $15,000
Macedonia $22,805
Moldova $15,000
Mongolia $23,450
Panama $14,527
Peru $14,755
Philippines $8,575
Poland $20,153
Romania $17,212
Rwanda $9,670
South Africa $15,600
Serbia $5,530
Sri Lanka $12,750
Thailand $13,145
Togo $3,500
USA $11,155
Vietnam $13,372




SECTION II: OTHER POSSIBLE COSTS

(Which may or may not be incurred by PAPs, depending upon the State of origin from
which the adoptable child comes. Please ensure that the same costs are reported either
in Table I (State of origin) or Table II (receiving State) but not in both)

0 PA ] OP

Legalisation of O N/A [NAME OF SO 1]
isati

documents in the g E?A - oP [NAME OF SO 2]
receiving State

0 PA 0 OP

0 N/A [NAME OF SO 3]
Translation of OOP [IN/A [NAME OF SO 1]
documents in the (0 OP [ N/A [NAME OF SO 2]
receiving State O0JOP [ON/A [NAME OF SO 3]

[0 CAN [ CAR

O PA 0 OP [NAME OF SO 1]

) CON/A

Oiher (eg. nihe case D can 0 o
mediated in the SO by gNP/'; - oP [NAME OF SO 2]
an AB'?)

0 CAN [ CAR

O PA 0 OP [NAME OF SO 3]

CON/A
Programme costs (e.g., costs to pay the [NAME OF AB 1]
representative in the State of origin, [NAME OF AB 2]
administrative / rental costs if applicable) [NAME OF AB 3]
Communication costs (e.g., telephone, [NAME OF AB 1]
internet, video-conferencing associated with a [NAME OF AB 2]
particular country) [NAME OF AB 3]

[NAME OF AB 1]
[NAME OF AB 2]
[NAME OF AB 3]
[NAME OF AB 1]
Preparation of post-adoption reports [NAME OF AB 2]
[NAME OF AB 3]
[NAME OF AB 1]
Other [NAME OF AB 2]
[NAME OF AB 3]

Specific preparation, education and training
programmes for PAPs

[NAME OF AB 1]

[NAME OF AB 2]

18 please note that the number of documents to be translated will depend on each State of origin. However, the
price of the translation will be according to professionals” fees in the receiving State.

% These adoptions are not considered a good practice although they are permitted under the 1993 Hague
Convention.
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Programme costs (e.g., costs to pay the

representative in the State of origin, [NAME OF AB 3]
administrative / rental costs if applicable)

Communication costs (e.g., telephone, [NAME OF AB 1]
internet, video-conferencing associated with a [NAME OF AB 2]
particular country) [NAME OF AB 3]

[NAME OF AB 1]

Specific preparation, education and training [NAME OF AB 2]

programmes for PAPs [NAME OF AB 3]

[NAME OF AB 1]

Preparation of post-adoption reports [NAME OF AB 2]

[NAME OF AB 3]

[NAME OF AB 1]

Other [NAME OF AB 2]

[NAME OF AB 3]

Please note: please complete one table for each State of origin with which your State
works. Every table should contain one row for each accredited body authorised to work in
the particular State of origin.




SECTION III: CONTRIBUTIONS DEMANDED BY AN AB

FOR A SPECIFIC STATE

12

Contributions demanded by the accredited
body of the receiving State

[Please specify for what purpose the money is

collected]

[NAME OF AB 1]

[NAME OF AB 2]

[NAME OF AB 3]

[NAME OF AB 4]

[NAME OF AB 5]

Contributions demanded by the accredited
body of the receiving State

[Please specify for what purpose the money is

collected]

[NAME OF AB 1]

[NAME OF AB 2]

[NAME OF AB 3]

[NAME OF AB 4]

[NAME OF AB 5]

Please note: please complete one table for each State of origin with which your State
works. Every table should contain one row for each accredited body authorised to work in

the particular State of origin.

SECTION IV: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Name of
Purpose Applicable to am::::!;::dy Amount
all PAPs? . - [currency]
providing
assistance
1. The Federal Tax Credit for 1. Yes. 1. Itisa 1. Upto
adoption includes intercountry provision of $14,080
adoption. It allows PAPs to claim U.S. Federal in 2019
a tax credit up to a maximum Tax law.
amount per year for documented
adoption expenses. Information
on claiming the tax exemption is
found at
https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc607
2. Some U.S. States allow additional | 2. Varies by | 2. State Tax 2. Varies
tax credits for adoption. These State. Authorities. by
.. State.
provisions vary by state.

Purpose

Applicable to all ABs?

Name of authority, body
or person providing
assistance

Amount
[currency]



https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc607

