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Korea e-APP : Key Statistics

Number of Issued Certificates in Korea

356,829

(Est.)

64,389

377,129
391,240

303,133
337,341

354,199 346,268

Apostille

(Est.)

185,474

252,083

140,762 157,770
121,255

140,381 153,686

year

Apostille (Total)

2024

2023

2022

2021

2020

Notarial 
deed

SUM

148,288

95,845 

75,761

71,482

63,681

193,447

137,294

113,137

106,375

98,130

Online Apostille

Ratio

56.49%

53.75%

52.04%

49.36%

40.17%

Official 
document

58,636

48,180

40,549

34,006

23,125

…
10,161

Official 
document

45,159

41,449

37,376

34,893

34,449
…

18.63%2017



02 Pilot Case : Notarization from consul in abroad

As we introduced at 11th int. e-APP forum, 2018.
We believed that verifying apostille process and verifying consular 
notarization from overseas Korean diplomatic mission process were 
very similar.
So, we built a verifying system based on Blockchain to verify consular 
notarization documents from abroad.

Korea Abroad Korea Overseas Mission



03 Pilot Case : Verifying Procedure on Online

[Consul System] [e-Register]

ADAM

Request for PoA
notarization

Issuance of notarization

Airmail

Notarization issuance info
& digital copy of PoA

CONSUL

BANK

Notarization issuance info
& digital copy of PoA

EVE Notarized 
original documents

Notarization 
issuance 
information &
digital copy 
of PoA

Notarization 
info request



Kwangju Data Center

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Data Center (Seoul)

3 Sub Systems

Online Apostille
Online e-Register
Legacy System

04 Pilot Case : System Structure (Consular System)

Embassy to Tokyo Consulate to L.A.

Korea 
Financial 
Telecommunication& 
Clearings 
Institute 
Data Center 
(Seoul)



05 Suspended Verifying System

Suspended
…



06 Lesson Learnt 1 (1/2). Accessibility and Common 
Practice

After 2022, the project suspended due to low usage:

There is no standardized verification process:



07 Lesson Learnt 1 (2/2). Accessibility and Common 
Practice

We received reports from overseas Koreans regarding similar issues 
when using e-Apostille documents:

Officers in field are not familiar with online process.

And they don’t need to study online process, because online 
procedure is a minor process.



08 Pilot Case : Another Request (Document’s Source)

Apostille certificate

Application of 
Apostille issuance Underlying document

with Apostille
(paper or PDF)

Request for
Apostille
Information

Apostille information &
validation code of digital file

[e-Apostille or
Apostille Legacy]

MOFA

[e-Register]

Apostille issuance 
information &
digital file (or copy) 
of underlying 
document

Apostille issuance information 
& validation code of digital file

Check the validity of Apostille

Airmail



09 Pilot Case : Another Request (Document’s Source)

Apostille certificate

Application of 
Apostille issuance Underlying document

with Apostille
(paper or PDF)

Request for
Apostille
Information

Apostille information &
validation code of digital file

[e-Apostille or
Apostille Legacy]

MOFA

[e-Register]

Apostille issuance 
information &
digital file (or copy) 
of underlying 
document

Apostille issuance information 
& validation code of digital file

Underlying document
with Apostille
(PDF or e-Document)

Underlying document
with Apostille
(PDF or e-Document)

[e-Register]



10 Lesson Learnt 2. Documents Perceived as Trustworthy

We learned that the key factors in the field are:

In Korea, there are instances where recipients may not fully trust 
documents submitted by applicants. 



11 Vision – Category 4 e-Register

We propose an “e-Register Global Hub” to connect contracting 
parties’ 
e-Register system.

The “e-Register Global Hub” can verify apostille documents, and 
deliver underlying documents if requested.

To protect personal information, discussions are needed on 
document storage and transmission methods over network.

A unified and common verifying protocol should be established 
through collaboration between contracting parties.



Blockchain-based
global e-Register

e-Register
Verification

e-app

e-Register
Verification

e-app

e-Register
Verification

e-app

e-Register
Verification

e-app

12 How to apply Blockchain to a global e-Register 
System?



e-Register
Verification

e-app

e-Register
Verification

e-app

e-Register
Verification

e-app

e-Register
Verification

e-app

Global 
e-Register

HUB (cat. 4)

Private Sector

D-app

Public Sector

13 How to apply Blockchain to a global e-Register 
System?



14 Conclusion

A blockchain-based global e-Register network has been shown to 
work, is scalable and benefits contracting parties.

The system is cooperative, transparent, traceable, scalable, and cost-
efficient.

To easily verify apostille and underlying documents and provide a 
trustworthy system,  we need to build the “e-Register Global Hub.”

To achieve this, we need to study “Category 4 e-Register” to transmit 
underlying document.





Appendix 1. Blockchain Technology

2016 10th International e-APP Forum C&R (Conclusion & Recommendation)

10th Forum - Digital Object  Architecture
TRUSTER Preservation Model

2017 HCCH Asia Pacific Week
Template of e-Apostille



Appendix 2. 2019 11th e-APP Forum C&R

2019 11th International e-APP Forum C&R (Conclusion & Recommendation)



Appendix 3. PoA Requirements for Overseas Korean 
Nationals

Korea Abroad Korea Embassy Abroad



Kwangju Data Center

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Data Center (Seoul)

Korea Financial Telecommunications &
Clearings Institute Data Center (Seoul)

14 Commercial Banks,
6,400 Branches in Korea 

Appendix 4. PoA Notarization and Verification System

Consul Systeme-APP
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