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Dear Reader, 

 

Welcome to the September 2024 Edition of the Publications Catalogue (Catalogue) of the 
HCCH. 

This Catalogue comprises the full list of publications issued by the HCCH since it was first 
convened in 1893. The publications are available on a range of traditional and modern 
media, including hard copies, simple downloads or e-books. 

HCCH publications are usually available in at least English, French and Spanish, the three 
official languages of the HCCH. In many cases, however, the generous support of 
numerous States and institutions have allowed the publications to be translated into other, 
non-official languages. 

The HCCH’s publications cover a wide range of topics reflecting the Organisation’s work in 
the areas of International Family and Child Protection Law; Transnational Litigation and 
Apostille; and International Commercial, Digital, and Financial Law. The collection of the 
HCCH’s Conventions and instruments and the Proceedings of its Diplomatic Sessions are 
also included in this Catalogue. 

There are some features of this Edition which are worth mentioning expressly. 

First, the HCCH’s Secretariat, the Permanent Bureau, has edited the Proceedings of each 
Session, thus creating an impressive collection of the Actes et documents that chronicles 
those Sessions. 

Secondly, the HCCH’s website has been completely revamped, providing simple and 
efficient access to organisational documents. Visitors to the website will find it easy to 
navigate to general and specific information compiled for each of the instruments, 
including the authoritative texts of the HCCH Conventions, full status reports, 
bibliographies, information concerning authorities designated under each instrument, and 
a comprehensive array of key governance documents which shed light on the operation 
of the Organisation. 

Finally, readers can always find the most recent version of this Catalogue on the HCCH 
website (< www.hcch.net >)), where it serves as a one-stop-shop for those who wish to 
remain up to date on the HCCH’s latest publications. 

 

Happy reading! 

The Permanent Bureau 

http://www.hcch.net/


 

 

The HCCH at a glance 
 

 

A Global Organisation 

The HCCH currently has 91 Members – comprising States representing all major regions of the 
globe, as well as one organisation, the European Union. In addition, a number of non-Members have 
either signed or become Parties to the HCCH Conventions. As a result, the work of the HCCH 
encompasses over 150 States around the world. 

Building bridges between legal systems, reinforcing legal certainty and security 

In an increasingly connected world, people and businesses alike find themselves in situations which 
are connected to more than one country. In such multi-jurisdictional settings, important questions 
arise, including which country’s courts are competent to decide possible disputes, which law would 
those courts have to apply, and how could a judgment given by those courts be enforced in another 
country. The answers to these rules are provided by a specialised body of rules known as “private 
international law”. 

The statutory mission of the HCCH is to work towards the “progressive unification” of these rules. 
When promulgated, they represent internationally-agreed approaches and important “road signs” 
that allocate competency, applicable law, and the ability to enforce a foreign judgment. Combined 
with innovative mechanisms that foster international judicial and administrative co-operation, the 
rules comprise the HCCH’s multilateral legal instruments. 

These instruments build strong “bridges” between legal systems in the areas of commercial law 
and litigation, international civil procedure and child protection as well as in matters of marriage and 
personal status. The HCCH’s ultimate goal is to work for a world in which, despite the differences 
between legal systems, people and businesses can enjoy a high degree of legal security. 

An Organisation with a proud history, a strong presence and a bright future 

The HCCH draws on more than 125 years of experience progressively unifying the rules of private 
international law, with its origins dating back to 1893 – the year of the first “Hague Conference”, 
convened by the Dutch government at the behest of T.M.C. Asser. A Dutch lawyer, scholar and 
diplomat, Asser would later be awarded the 1911 Nobel Peace Prize for his visionary efforts towards 
the establishment of what would become a multilateral platform for dialogue and collaboration in 
the field of private international law. 

In the following decades, six more Sessions of the Hague Conference would be convened until, at 
its seventh Session, held shortly after the end of the Second World War, a number of States agreed 
upon the adoption of a Statute which, upon in its entry into force in 1955, would establish the HCCH 
as a permanent inter- governmental organisation, governed and funded by its Members, and 
supported by a multinational secretariat, the Permanent Bureau. 

Since then, the HCCH works for the progressive unification of the rules of private international law, 
both through the negotiation and adoption of Conventions and other legal instruments and through 
the provision of post-Convention services to ensure the effective implementation and operation of 
its Conventions and instruments. 
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Its many activities are coordinated by the Permanent Bureau, headquartered in The Hague 
(Netherlands), with a Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean in Buenos Aires 
(Argentina), and a Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in Hong Kong (China). 

The Permanent Bureau maintains direct contact with its Members through designated National and 
Contact Organs, as well as through the many national Central and competent Authorities that have 
been designated under certain Conventions. Moreover, it develops and maintains strong ties with 
experts, international governmental and non-governmental organisations, and with professional 
and academic communities. The Permanent Bureau is also responsible for the organisation of the 
HCCH’s meetings and events, for the conduct of preparatory research on the subjects covered by 
the Organisation, and for the provision of post- Convention services and assistance. 

The HCCH Conventions and instruments 

Since its inception, over 40 Conventions and instruments have been adopted under the auspices of 
the HCCH, providing clarity and direction in cross-border relations across three main areas: 

▪ International Family and Child Protection Law 

▪ Transnational Litigation and Apostille 

▪ International Commercial, Digital, and Financial Law 

These instruments offer clear private international law rules and innovative legal, administrative and 
judicial solutions to problems commonly encountered in cross-border trade, commerce, 
investment or movement of people. 

Among the various HCCH Conventions and instruments, the following are considered core 
Conventions and instruments, prioritised due to their wide implementation, strong practical 
relevance, or recent adoption: 

▪ 1961 Apostille Convention 

▪ 1961 Form of Wills Convention 

▪ 1965 Service Convention 

▪ 1970 Evidence Convention 

▪ 1970 Divorce Convention 

▪ 1980 Access to Justice Convention 

▪ 1980 Child Abduction Convention 

▪ 1985 Trusts Convention 

▪ 1993 Adoption Convention 

▪ 1996 Child Protection Convention 

▪ 2000 Protection of Adults Convention 

▪ 2005 Choice of Court Convention 

▪ 2006 Securities Convention 

▪ 2007 Child Support Convention & 2007 Maintenance Obligations Protocol 

▪ 2015 Principles on Choice of Law in International Commercial Contracts 

▪ 2019 Judgments Convention
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The HCCH publications featured in this Catalogue are organised into the following five colour-
coded categories: 

1. The “Major Publications” Section includes publications that represent the core work of the 
HCCH, namely the development of instruments for the progressive unification of private 
international law rules. The publications gathered in this Section are: the Proceedings of the 
HCCH, a valuable source of information and the principal published work of the Organisation; 
the Conventions – the result of work carried out by the Diplomatic Sessions resulting in the 
adoption of the aforementioned Conventions, and the 2015 HCCH Principles on Choice of 
Law in International Commercial Contracts, the first normative soft-law instrument developed 
by the HCCH and approved in March 2015; and the Explanatory Reports drawn up for each 
Convention, which are aimed at providing information to the public as to the sense intended 
by the Diplomatic representatives for a particular Convention. Finally, three other types of 
“general” publications complete this Section: the Annual Report, aiming at making the HCCH 
better known; the Brochures, pursuing the goal of providing a concise and useful source of 
information for practitioners who are working with the Conventions for which brochures have 
been drawn up; and the last item entitled “Interdisciplinary Publications” is intended to 
highlight particular publications that could be qualified as “cross-disciplinary” publications, 
drawn up in the frame of particular circumstances. Such is the case for the Essays in honour 
of Hans van Loon.1 

2. The “International Family & Child Protection Law” Section gathers specific publications 
published by the Permanent Bureau in this particular field of the HCCH activities. This Section 
includes different types of publications, such as Explanatory Reports, Handbooks, Guides to 
Good Practice and Brochures, which relate to the following topics: Intercountry Adoption, 
Child Abduction, Child Support, Protection of Adults and Protection of Children. These 
publications are more particularly aimed at the authorities of the Members of the HCCH and 
Contracting States who are charged with applying the Conventions, but can also be a useful 
source of information for practitioners – judges, lawyers, notaries, social workers – who are 
working with the Conventions for which they have been drawn up. Finally, this Section 
includes The Judges’ Newsletter on International Child Protection (published biannually until 
2013), which aims to guarantee circulation of information relating to judicial co-operation in 
the field of international protection of children. 

3. The “Transnational Litigation & Apostille” Section includes specific publications drawn up by 
the Permanent Bureau in this particular field of the HCCH activities. This Section includes 
different types of publications, such as Explanatory Reports, Handbooks, Guides to Good 
Practice and Brochures, which relate to the following topics: Access to Justice, Apostille, 
Choice of Court, Evidence, Form of Wills, Judgments and Service. These publications are 
more particularly aimed at the authorities of the Members of the HCCH and Contracting 
States who are charged with applying the Conventions, but can also be a useful source of 
information for practitioners – judges, lawyers, notaries, social workers – who are working with 
the Conventions for which they have been drawn up. 

4. In line with the three previous Sections, the dedicated “International Commercial, Digital, and 
Financial Law” Section includes specific publications drawn up by the Permanent Bureau in 
this particular field of the HCCH activities. This Section gathers different types of publications, 
such as Explanatory Reports, Handbooks, Guides to Good Practice and Brochures, which 
relate to the following topics: Choice of Law in Contracts, Securities and Trusts. These 
publications are more particularly aimed at the authorities of the Members of the HCCH and 
Contracting States who are charged with applying the Conventions, but can also be a useful 

 

1  See p. 60 for more details. 
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source of information for practitioners – judges, lawyers, notaries, social workers – who are 
working with the Conventions for which they have been drawn up. 

5. A fifth Section is devoted to "Joint Publications", i.e. , this Section brings together publications 
that are the result of collaboration with third parties, such as the European Union, the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) or UNCITRAL and UNIDROIT, sister Organisations 
of the HCCH. 

For the convenience of users, a key provides information on the format in which the publications 
are available. It reads as follows: 
 
 

 Hard copies available from the Permanent Bureau (see order form 
at p. 167) 

 
Paper copies available from external publishers (see p. 171) 

 
Available as an e-Book 

 Available as a free electronic download 

 
Bilingual (English + French) publications 

 
 
Furthermore, the electronic version of this Catalogue contains hypertext links allowing the user to 
consult the publications directly online, in either a Word or PDF version (see overleaf).  
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A table (see example below) providing practical information follows each publication. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
English 0001 ISBN 978-94-90265-92-2 

 French   

 Spanish    

 German   

 
Russian   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, an order form is included at the end of this Catalogue (see at p. 167) for publications which 
are available directly from the Permanent Bureau. Please refer to the information provided under 
each title for ordering details. 

 
Please note that the Permanent Bureau reserves the right to limit the quantity of publications that 
can be ordered. 

 
Please send your requests to:  Permanent Bureau  
 Churchillplein 6b 

2517JW The Hague 
The Netherlands 
Tel.: +31 70 363 3303 
secretariat@hcch.net 
www.hcch.net 

 

HCCH Official 
languages 

Hypertext 
link 

ISBN Number 

Other 
languages 

Reference number 

See Order Form for 
more details (p. 167) 

https://www.hcch.net/en/home
mailto:secretariat@hcch.net
www.hcch.net
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Distribution 

 Paper copies from the PB  Bilingual publications 

 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

Instruments 
 

 

Collection of instruments of the HCCH  

This bilingual volume contains a selection of instruments 
that have entered into force under the auspices of the 
HCCH. It also includes two new instruments which have 
been adopted since the release of the last edition in 2009: 
the 2015 Principles on Choice of Law in International 
Commercial Contracts - the first normative soft-law 
instrument developed and approved by the Organisation - 
and the Convention of 2 July 2019 on the Recognition and 
Enforcement of Foreign Judgments in Civil or Commercial 
Matters. However, the addition of these two is not the only 
difference between this new edition and the previous 
versions. The Collection is lighter, featuring only those 
HCCH instruments that are successful and active or 
otherwise represent a significant contribution to the 
development of private international law. And, for the first 
time, we have included a Guide to the Collection. 

 
The texts of the Conventions and Protocols not 
reproduced in this Edition are available on the HCCH 
website (< www.hcch.net >). 

 
N.B.: Many HCCH instruments have been translated into 
other languages than English and French These 
translations are available on the HCCH website, under 
“Other languages”. Please note that only the English and 
French versions are authentic. 
 
 
2020 
9th edition (493 p.) 
€ 35 
 

 

  
English 0001 ISBN 978-94-90265-92-2 

French 0001 ISBN 978-94-90265-92-2 

  

http://www.hcch.net/
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Distribution 

 Paper copies from the PB  Bilingual publications 

 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

Collection of instruments of the HCCH – 
Spanish version 

 

 
Spanish version of the Collection of instruments, this 
volume contains a selection of instruments that have 
entered into force under the auspices of the HCCH. It also 
includes two new instruments which have been adopted 
since the release of the last edition in 2009: the 2015 
Principles on Choice of Law in International Commercial 
Contracts - the first normative soft-law instrument 
developed and approved by the Organisation - and the 
Convention of 2 July 2019 on the Recognition and 
Enforcement of Foreign Judgments in Civil or Commercial 
Matters. The Collection is lighter, featuring only those 
HCCH instruments that are successful and active or 
otherwise represent a significant contribution to the 
development of private international law. And, for the first 
time, we have included a Guide to the Collection. 

 
The texts of the Conventions and Protocols not 
reproduced in this Edition are available on the HCCH 
website (< www.hcch.net >). 
 
 
 
2024 
1st Edition (268 p.) 
€ 35 
 

 

 

  
Spanish 0282 ISBN 978-90-8341-881-0 

  

http://www.hcch.net/
https://www.hcch.net/es/publications-and-studies/publications2/collection-of-conventions
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 Paper copies from the PB  Bilingual publications 

 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

Collection of Conventions of the Hague 
Conference on Private International Law in 
Chinese (1951 – 2007) 
 
 

 

This publication contains the Chinese translation of all the 
Conventions adopted by the Hague Conference between 
1951 and 2007. The Department of Treaty and Law of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China 
completed these translations in July 2010. 
 
 
2010 (575 p.) 
Publisher: Law Press China (www.lawpress.com.cn) 
See with the publisher 
 

 

  
Chinese / ISBN 978-7-5118-1443-2 

  

http://lawpress.com.cn/
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 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

Proceedings of the HCCH 
 

 

The principal published work of the HCCH is the collection 
of the Actes et documents / Proceedings of the HCCH. 
This collection gathers the transcripts of the debates as 
well as the negotiations and preparatory work of the 
Diplomatic Sessions, which result in the adoption of a new 
Convention. To date, this collection comprises 52 volumes, 
each made up of a number of bound tomes. Tome I of 
each volume (Miscellaneous Matters) is generally given 
over to the general affairs and policy of the HCCH and 
includes the internal rules of procedure for the sessions, 
the Preliminary Documents and Working Documents 
concerning the strategy of the Organisation, the 
monitoring of the HCCH Conventions and the work 
programme envisaged for the future. The minutes of the 
meetings of the Session and the Final Act adopted are also 
included in Tome I. The other tomes that make up each 
volume collect together the documents specifically 
relevant to the subject of the new adopted Convention, 
and also include its Explanatory Report.  

 

This Report is in addition made available as an offprint, which can be ordered separately from 
the Permanent Bureau of the HCCH (or from the publisher in certain cases). For more information, 
see “Explanatory Reports”, page 31. 
 
Each volume is bilingual with English and French texts published side by side, except for the 
Proceedings of the First to the Tenth Sessions, which were published in French only, and the 
Proceedings of the Extraordinary Session of 1966, for which only the responses of the 
Governments to the questionnaires and their observations on the preliminary draft Convention 
were reproduced in their original language version, either French or English. 

 
Since January 2020, the Proceedings the Diplomatic Sessions of the HCCH (i.e. from the First to 
the Twentieth Sessions) are available on the HCCH website (under "Publications and Studies" 
then "Publications" and "Proceedings of the Diplomatic Sessions"). Paper copies of these 
Proceedings can still be ordered from the Permanent Bureau, using the order form (see p. 135). 
Please note however, that the Proceedings of the Nineteenth Session are distributed by Brill 
Academic Publishers and can be ordered directly through their website (<www.brill.com>) or 
through your usual bookshops. The Proceedings of the Twentieth Session are distributed by 
Intersentia and can be ordered directly on their website (<www.intersentia.com>) or through your 
usual bookshops. 

 
At the time of publication of this Catalogue, the Permanent Bureau is in the process of publishing 
Tome I of the Twenty-First Session on the 2007 Child Support Convention on the HCCH website. 
Tome II on the 2007 Maintenance Obligations Protocol will be made available on the HCCH 
website in the coming months. It should be noted that as from the Twenty-First Session, the 
"Miscellaneous matters" hitherto contained in Tome I will now be included in the last Tome of the 
Diplomatic Sessions. 

  

www.brill.com
www.intersentia.com
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 Paper copies from the PB  Bilingual publications 

 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

Actes et documents de la Première session (1893) 
 

Actes de la Conférence de La Haye chargée de réglementer diverses matières de droit 
international privé (12 au 27 septembre 1893) (198 p.) 

 

  
French / ISBN 978-94-90265-30-4 

 

Actes et documents de la Deuxième session (1894) 
 

Actes de la Deuxième Conférence de La Haye chargée de réglementer diverses matières 
de droit international privé (25 juin au 13 juillet 1894) (146 p.) 

 

  
French / ISBN 978-94-90265-35-9 

 

Actes et documents de la Troisième session (1900) 
 

Actes de la Troisième Conférence de La Haye pour le droit international privé (29 mai au 
18 juin 1900) (257 p.) 

 

  
French / ISBN 978-94-90265-36-6 

 
 

Documents relatifs à la Troisième Conférence de La Haye pour le droit international privé 
(184 p.) 

 

  
French / ISBN 978-94-90265-37-3 

 

Actes et documents de la Quatrième session (1904) 
 

Actes de la Quatrième Conférence de La Haye pour le droit international privé (16 mai au 
7 juin 1904) (225 p.) 

 

  
French / ISBN 978-94-90265-39-7 

 
 

Documents relatifs à la Quatrième Conférence de La Haye pour le droit international privé 
(345 p.) 

 
  

French / ISBN 978-94-90265-40-3 

https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
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 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

Actes et documents de la Cinquième session (1925) 
 

Actes de la Cinquième session (12 octobre au 7 novembre 1925) (373 p.) 
 
  

French / ISBN 978-94-90265-41-0 

 
 

Documents relatifs à la Cinquième session (12 octobre au 7 novembre 1925) (540 p.) 
 

  
French / ISBN 978-94-90265-42-7 

 

Actes et documents de la Sixième session (1928) 
 

Actes de la Sixième session (5 au 28 janvier 1928) (425 p.) 
 

  
French / ISBN 978-94-90265-43-4 

 
 

Documents relatifs à la Sixième session (5 au 28 janvier 1928) (531 p.) 
 
  

French / ISBN 978-94-90265-44-1 

 

Actes et documents de la Septième session (1951) 
 

Actes de la Septième session (9 au 31 octobre 1951) (404 p.) 
 
  

French / ISBN 978-94-90265-45-8 

 
 

Documents relatifs à la Septième session (9 au 31 octobre 1951) (543 p.) 
 

  
French / ISBN 978-94-90265-46-5 

  

https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
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 Free electronic downloads  

 

Actes et documents de la Huitième session (1956) 
 

Tome I – Actes de la Huitième session (3 au 24 octobre 1956) (360 p.) 

Tome II – Documents relatifs à la Huitième session (3 au 24 octobre 1956) (244 p.) 
1957 
€ 45 

 
  

French 0005 ISBN n.a. 

 

Actes et documents de la Neuvième session (1960) 
 

Tome I – Matières diverses (344 p.) 
1961 
€ 35 

 
  

French 0006 ISBN n.a. 

 
 

Tome II – Légalisation (193 p.) 
1961 
€ 35 

 
  

French 0007 ISBN n.a. 

 
 

Tome III – Forme des testaments (180 p.) 
1961 
€ 35 

 
  

French 0008 ISBN n.a. 

 
Tome IV – Protection des mineurs (253 p.) 
1961 
€ 35 

 
  

French 0009 ISBN n.a. 

  

https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
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Actes et documents de la Dixième session (1964) 
 

Tome I – Séances plénières - Divorces (350 p.) 
1965 
€ 40 

 
  

French 0010 ISBN n.a. 

 
 

Tome II – Adoption (439 p.) 
1965 
€ 40 

 
  

French 0011 ISBN n.a. 

 
 

Tome III – Notification (391 p.) 
1965 
€ 40 

 
  

French 0012 ISBN n.a. 

 
 

Tome IV – For contractuel (231 p.) 
1965 
€ 35 

 
  

French 0013 ISBN n.a. 

 

Actes et documents de la Session extraordinaire (1966) 
 

Exécution des jugements (514 p.) 
1969 
€ 70 

 

 
French 0014 ISBN n.a. 

 

  

https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
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Actes et documents de la Onzième session (1968) 
 

Tome I – Matières diverses (147 p.) 
1971 
€ 30 

 

  
French 0015 ISBN n.a. 

 
 

Tome II – Divorce (229 p.) 
1970 
€ 45 

 

  
French 0016 ISBN n.a. 

 
 

Tome III – Accidents de la circulation routière (223 p.) 
1970 
€ 45 

 

 
French 0017 ISBN n.a. 

 
 

Tome IV – Obtention des preuves (219 p.) 
1970 
€ 45 

 

 
French 0018 ISBN n.a. 

 

Actes et documents de la Douzième session (1972) 
 

Tomes I and II – Matières diverses / Administration des successions (150 p. / 311 p.) 
1974 
€ 75 

 

  

English 0019 ISBN 90 12 00222 2 

French 0019 ISBN 90 12 00222 2 

 
 

  

https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/proceedings-of-the-diplomatic-sessions/
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Tome III – Responsabilité du fait des produits (277 p.) 
1974 
€ 45 

 

  

English 0020 ISBN 90 12 00114 5 

French 0020 ISBN 90 12 00114 5  
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Explanatory Report on the 1980 Access to Justice Convention 
 

Author: G. Möller 
1983 (58 p.)  
Offprint from the Actes et documents de la Quatrozième session (1980), Tome IV, Judicial co-
operation 
€ 20 

 

 

English 0061 ISBN n.a. 

French 0061 ISBN n.a. 

 

Explanatory Report on the Recommendation adopted by the Fourteenth 
Session 
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Explanatory Report on the 1985 Trusts Convention 
 

Author: A.E. von Overbeck 
1985 (46 p.)  
Offprint from the Proceedings of the Fifteenth Session (1984), Tome II, Trusts – applicable law 
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€ 20 
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Explanatory Report on the 1986 Sales Convention 
 

Author: A.T. von Mehren 
1987 (61 p.)  
Offprint from the Extraordinary Session of October 1985 
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French 0064 ISBN n.a. 
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Offprint from the Proceedings of the Sixteenth Session (1988), Tome II, Succession to estate  – 
applicable law 
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Explanatory Report on the 1996 Child Protection Convention 
 

Author: P. Largarde 
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Explanatory Report on the 2000 Protection of Adults Convention 
 

Author: G. Parra-Aranguren 
2017 (100 p.) – New and Revised Edition  
 
This new and revised edition replaces the previous edition of the Explanatory Report, 
including the one contained in the offprint of the Proceedings of the Special Commission 
with a diplomatic character (1999), Protection of Adults. 
 
In addition to the correction of a few typos, the new and revised edition includes in 
particular a modification to paragraph 146 made by the Rapporteur, Professor Paul 
Lagarde, which now expressly clarifies that confirmation of a power of representation by a 
competent authority may constitute a measure of protection under the Convention. This 
question was discussed during the negotiations of the Convention; over the past years, 
various authorities and experts contacted the Permanent Bureau in this matter to ask for 
clarification. The new and revised edition of the Explanatory Report provides the desired 
clarification. 
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Explanatory Report on the 2005 Choice of Court Convention 
 

Authors: T. Hartley & M. Dogauchi 
2013 (104 p.) 
 
Publisher: Intersentia (www.intersentia.com) 
Offprint of the Proceedings of the Twentieth Session (2005), Tome III, Choice of Court 
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Authors: R. Goode, H. Kanda & K. Kreuzer – with the assistance of C. Bernasconi (Permanent 
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Explanatory Report on the 2007 Maintenance Obligations Protocol 
 

Author: A. Bonomi 
2013 (83 p.) 
 
Proceedings of the Twenty-First Session (2007), Tome II, Applicable Law / Tome III, 
Miscellaneous matters 
€ 25 
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Explanatory Report on the 2007 Child Support Convention 
 

Authors: A. Borrás & J. Degeling, with the assistance of W. Duncan & P. Lortie 
2013 (244 p.) 
 
Proceedings of the Twenty-First Session (2007), Tome I, Child Support 
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Annual Report 
 

 

The Annual Report on the various activities of the HCCH 
aims at making the Conference better known and at 
reinforcing the enthusiasm, the goodwill and support 
upon which its success depends.  
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Brochures 
 

 

Direct Judicial Communications 
 
 

This document represents the latest version of Emerging 
Guidance regarding the development of the 
International Hague Network of Judges and a set of 
General Principles for Judicial Communications within 
the context of the 1980 Child Abduction Convention and 
the International Hague Network of Judges, including 
commonly accepted safeguards for direct judicial 
communications in specific cases. 
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The HCCH Children’s Conventions 
An introduction to the Conventions 
 
 
Contents of the brochure: 
 
International child abduction; Intercountry adoption; 
International child protection; International recovery of 
child support and other forms of family maintenance; 
Malta Process; Infrastructures supporting HCCH 
Children's Conventions; Supporting and monitoring the 
HCCH Children's Conventions. 
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The 1993 Convention on Protection of 
Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Intercountry Adoption - Information Brochure 
 
 
Contents of the brochure: 
 
Outline of the 1993 Convention; Advantages of becoming 
a Party to the 1993 Convention; Tools to assist with the 
implementation of the 1993 Convention; The Intercountry 
Adoption Technical Assistance Programme (ICATAP); 
Diagram of the pathway to signature and ratification / 
accession; Text of the 1993 Convention; Conclusions and 
Recommendations of the Special Commission on the 
practical operation of the 1993 Convention (17-25 June 
2010 / 8-12 June 2015); The "Intercountry Adoption" 
Section on the HCCH website. 
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1993 Hague Convention on Protection of 
Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Intercountry Adoption 
25 Years of Protecting Children in Intercountry 
Adoption 
 
 
Contents of the brochure: 

 
The Brochure presents the fundamentals of the 1993 
Convention in an easily accessible form, analyses the 
main achievements in the past 25 years, identifies the 
remaining challenges, and includes the main tools which 
have been developed over the years by the HCCH and 
the International Social Service to assist with the 
implementation of the Convention. 
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The ABCs of Apostilles 
How to ensure that your public documents will 
be recognised abroad 
 
 
This brochure provides practical replies to the following 
frequently asked questions about the Apostille Convention: 
 
What is an Apostille and when do I need one? 
In which countries does the Apostille Convention apply? 
What do I do if either the country where my public 
document was issued or the country where I need to use 
my public document is not a party to the Apostille 
Convention? 
To which documents does the Apostille Convention apply? 
Where do I get an Apostille? 
What do I need to know before requesting an Apostille? 
How much does an Apostille cost? 

 

Do all Apostilles have to look exactly the same?  
How are Apostilles affixed to public documents?  
What are the effects of an Apostille? 
Once I have an Apostille, do I need anything else to show that the signature or seal on my public 
document is genuine? 
If the recipient of my Apostille wants to verify my Apostille, what should I suggest?  
Can Apostilles be rejected in the country where they are to be used? 
What about electronic Apostilles and electronic Registers of Apostilles? 
 
 
2010 (18 p.) 
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Interdisciplinary Publications 
 

 

A Commitment to Private International Law 
Un engagement au service du droit 
international privé 
 
Essays in honour of Hans van Loon  
Mélanges en l’honneur de Hans van Loon 

 
 

J.H.H. van Loon has been at the forefront of private 
international law for well over a quarter of a century. 
Since joining the HCCH in 1978, he has presided over the 
remarkable growth of the Organisation and the 
significant changes to how it operates. He has been 
involved in the development of nine HCCH Conventions, 
two of which are fast approaching 100 Contracting 
States, as well as the revision of the Statute of the HCCH. 
During his time as Secretary General (he retired in 2013), 
he saw the Organisation’s membership grow from 44 to 
83 Members (with more than 72 non-Member States now 
party to at least one HCCH  

 

Convention, which has turned the HCCH into a veritable world organisation. The continued 
relevance of the HCCH in the 21st century owes much to the commitment of Hans van Loon to 
private international law and his awareness of its role in a broader social context. 

 
This Liber Amicorum is a collection of contributions from friends and colleagues who have 
shared the negotiating table with Hans van Loon at various diplomatic sessions, collaborated 
with him on seminars and academic pursuits around the globe, and worked alongside him at the 
Permanent Bureau. Its pages are testament to a long and respected career, as well as to the 
meaningful relationships that Hans van Loon has developed along the way with academics, 
judges, practitioners and government officials from various legal backgrounds. 
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Publisher: Intersentia (www.intersentia.com) 
€ 165 

 

 
English / ISBN 978-1-78068-150-4 

French / ISBN 978-1-78068-150-4 

  

http://www.intersentia.com/


Major Publications  61 

Distribution 

 Paper copies from the PB  Bilingual publications 

 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

HCCH COVID-19 Toolkit 
 
 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Permanent 
Bureau has developed a Toolkit. 

 
This COVID-19 Toolkit compiles references to specific 
HCCH resources and publications which are particularly 
relevant in light of the current global situation. It is 
designed to assist users of the HCCH Conventions and 
other instruments in these challenging times and 
beyond. 

 
It is the hope of the Permanent Bureau that the Toolkit 
will continue to encourage the effective operation of the 
HCCH instruments, ultimately ensuring better access to 
justice for individuals, families and companies across the 
globe, as well as facilitating cross-border trade, 
investment and dispute resolution, even in these 
uncertain times. 
 
 
May 2020 (16 p.) 
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French / ISBN n.a. 

 

https://assets.hcch.net/docs/538fa32a-3fc8-4aba-8871-7a1175c0868d.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/85d12abc-d5a5-4555-a09c-4fb106cab54b.pdf


 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

International Family &  
Child Law 



 

 

  



International Family & Child Law  65 

Distribution 

 Paper copies from the PB  Bilingual publications 

 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

The HCCH Children’s Conventions 
An introduction to the Conventions 
 
 
Contents of the brochure: 

 
International child abduction; Intercountry adoption; 
International child protection; International recovery of 
child support and other forms of family maintenance; 
Malta Process; Infrastructures supporting Hague 
Children's Conventions; Supporting and monitoring the 
Hague Children's Conventions. 

 
 
 
October 2024 (16 p.) 
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Adoption 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 1993 Adoption 
Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 1993 Intercountry 
Adoption Convention is aimed at providing information to 
the public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Proceedings of 
the Seventeenth Session (1993), Tome II, Adoption – Co-
operation. 

 
 

Author: G. Parra-Aranguren 
Re-print 2023 (155 p.) 
€ 25 
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The Implementation and Operation of the 1993 
Hague Intercountry Adoption Convention  
Guide to Good Practice No 1 

 
 

The Guide is divided into three parts. Part I, “The 
Framework of the Convention”, deals with the principles 
and structures needed for the implementation of the 
Convention. Part II, “The Framework for Protection of 
Children (the national and 18 international framework)”, 
deals with the implementation of procedural aspects of 
intercountry adoption, as well as legal issues and post-
adoption services. Part III contains the Annexes. By 
reviewing first the broader framework of the Convention’s 
principles and structures, followed by a review of the 
framework for protection of children through good 
practices and procedures to apply in individual cases, the 
Guide aims to provide the overview necessary to assist all 
those responsible for the policy and practice of 
implementing the Convention, whether at the 
international, national or local level. 

 
 

2008 (216 p.) 
Publisher: Jordan Publishing Limited 
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Accreditation and Adoption Accredited 
Bodies: 
General Principles and Guide to Good Practice 
No 2 

 
 

Accreditation practice differs widely. The understanding 
and implementation of the Convention’s obligations and 
terminology vary greatly. It is recognised that there is an 
urgent need to bring some common or shared 
understanding to this important aspect of intercountry 
adoption to achieve greater consistency in the operation 
of accredited bodies. 

 
The purpose of this Guide is therefore to have an 
accessible resource, expressed in plain language, which 
is available to Contracting States, accredited bodies, 
parents and all those other actors involved in  

 

intercountry adoption. The Guide aims to: emphasise that the principles and obligations of the 
Convention apply to all actors in Hague Convention intercountry adoptions; clarify the 
Convention’s obligations and standards for the establishment and operation of accredited 
bodies; encourage acceptance of higher standards than the minimum standards of the 
Convention; identify good practices to implement those obligations and standards; and propose 
a set of model accreditation criteria which will assist Contracting States to achieve greater 
consistency in the professional standards and practices of their accredited bodies. 
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Publisher: Jordan Publishing Limited  
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Toolkit for Preventing and Addressing Illicit 
Practices in Intercountry Adoption 

 
 

The Toolkit is intended to assist Contracting Parties to the 
1993 Adoption Convention, as well as all actors and 
persons involved in adoption, to properly implement and 
operate the Convention. It does so by providing practical 
guidelines on what must be done to identify, prevent, 
and address illicit practices and their enabling factors. 

 
The first part of the Toolkit consists of Fact Sheets aimed 
at assisting in better identifying and recognising illicit 
practices in intercountry adoption, as well as factors that 
may contribute to and/or facilitate their development, 
and measures and safeguards that may assist in 
preventing them. The second part of the Toolkit consists 
of a Checklist to assist decision-making by Central 
Authorities, listing issues to watch out for and  

 

actions which may be taken at each step of the intercountry adoption procedure to help prevent 
or reduce, to the extent possible, the risk of illicit practices. The third part of the Toolkit consists 
of a Model Procedure aimed at providing guidance on how to respond to specific cases or 
suspected cases of illicit practices, including when these cases are part of a pattern of illicit 
practices. Finally, the fourth part of the Toolkit consists of Guidelines aimed at providing guidance 
on how States can cooperate and coordinate their efforts in order to prevent and respond to illicit 
practices. 
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Recommended Model Forms for use under 
the 1993 Adoption Convention 

 
 

The Model Forms are intended to simplify and facilitate 
compliance with the 1993 Adoption Convention by 
assisting Contracting Parties in the collection of relevant 
information. They contain important information 
regarding safeguards established by the 1993 Adoption 
Convention, such as the consent of persons, institutions, 
and authorities in the process of adoption (Art. 4(c) and 
(d)), the adoptability of the child (Art. 16) and the eligibility 
and suitability of prospective adoptive parents (Art. 15). 

 
The Permanent Bureau wishes to thank the Central 
Authorities under the 1993 Adoption Convention for 
contributing, through their valuable comments and 
suggestions, to the development and refinement of the 
Model Forms. 
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The 1993 Convention on Protection of 
Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Intercountry Adoption - Information Brochure 
 
 
Contents of the brochure: 
 
Outline of the 1993 Convention; Advantages of becoming 
a Party to the 1993 Convention; Tools to assist with the 
implementation of the 1993 Convention; The Intercountry 
Adoption Technical Assistance Programme (ICATAP); 
Diagram of the pathway to signature and ratification / 
accession; Text of the 1993 Convention; Conclusions and 
Recommendations of the Special Commission on the 
practical operation of the 1993 Convention (17-25 June 
2010 / 8-12 June 2015); The "Intercountry Adoption" 
Section on the HCCH website. 
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1993 Convention on Protection of Children and 
Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry 
Adoption  
25 Years of Protecting Children in Intercountry 
Adoption 
 
 
Contents of the brochure: 

 
The Brochure presents the fundamentals of the 1993 
Convention in an easily accessible form, analyses the 
main achievements in the past 25 years, identifies the 
remaining challenges, and includes the main tools which 
have been developed over the years by the HCCH and 
the International Social Service to assist with the 
implementation of the Convention. 
 
 
October 2024 (52 p.) 
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Habitual Residence and Scope of the 1993 
Hague Convention on Protection of Children 
and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry 
Adoption 

 
 

This Note clarifies the scope of the Convention and the 
concept of habitual residence and is aimed at promoting 
greater consistency in the determination of habitual 
residence in Contracting States through case scenarios. 
It also provides guidance on the prevention of, and 
response to, problems arising due to the determination 
of the habitual residence. 
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Child Abduction 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 1980 Child 
Abduction Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 1980 Child Abduction 
Convention is aimed at providing information to the 
public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Actes et 
documents de la Quatorzième session (1980), Tome III, 
Child Abduction. 

 
Offprint. 

 
 

Author: E. Pérez-Vera 
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Guide to Good Practice under the 1980 Hague 
Child Abduction Convention 

Part I – Central Authority Practice 
 
 

Part I of the Guide to Good Practice is primarily directed 
towards Central Authorities, but for some topics, it has 
relevance to their Contracting States. It is one objective 
of this Guide to collate a range of good Convention 
practices, developed through experience and by trial 
and error over the years. The Guide is designed to assist 
both new and established Central Authorities and to save 
them time and effort by putting at their disposal a range 
of tried and tested practices which have resulted in 
effective implementation of the Convention in countries 
in which they have been adopted. The Guide should also 
help to resolve differences and unify practice among 
Central Authorities. 
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Publisher: Jordan Publishing Limited 
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N.B.:  The English and French versions of Parts I and II of the Guide to Good Practice 
under the 1980 Child Abduction Convention are currently out of stock with the publisher. Only 
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Guide to Good Practice under the 1980 Hague 
Child Abduction Convention 

Part II – Implementing Measures 
 
 

Part II of the Guide to Good Practice raises matters that 
need to be considered when implementing the 
Convention within national systems. Its objective is to 
draw attention to arrangements, practices and 
procedures which have been found in practice to be 
useful in implementing and operating the Convention 
successfully in different jurisdictions. 

 
The provisions of the Convention of 25 October 1980 on 
the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction are cast 
in language sufficiently precise and neutral that they may 
be easily applied by domestic courts and authorities. 
What is necessary to incorporate the Convention into the 
domestic order of any State Party is  

 

a matter which depends on the constitutional order of each State. Whatever the constitutional 
position, some implementing measures will be needed for the Convention to operate efficiently. 
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Guide to Good Practice under the 1980 Hague 
Child Abduction Convention 

Part III – Preventive Measures 
 
 

Part III of the Guide to Good Practice deals with 
preventive measures. Preventing abduction is a key aim 
of the 1980 Convention and it is widely acknowledged 
that it is better to prevent abduction than to have to seek 
a child’s return after abduction. 

 
It should be noted from the outset that Part III of the 
Guide to Good Practice differs in scope from Parts I and 
II. The scope is broader than the previous Parts, as it is 
not confined to dealing solely with good practice in 
relation to the implementation or operation of the 1980 
Hague Convention. Its objective is to give guidance more 
generally as to the type of preventive measures that 
States might consider adopting in order to reduce  

 

the incidence of child abduction. The measures highlighted in this Part of the Guide may be of 
relevance to Contracting and non-Contracting States alike. This Guide does not attempt to 
impose uniformity on procedure or practice. 

 
The Guide focuses on the types of preventive measures that may be implemented, rather than 
on the agencies or authorities which operate such measures. Although measures are diverse and 
will be implemented differently from State to State, the purpose of this Guide is to list procedures 
and practices which States might wish to consider implementing. 
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Guide to Good Practice under the 1980 Hague 
Child Abduction Convention 

Part IV– Enforcement 
 
 

Part IV of the Guide to Good Practice is designed to assist 
Contracting States in implementing an efficient system 
to enforce Hague return orders in the best interests of 
the children concerned. Whilst it is acknowledged that 
this Part of the Guide to Good Practice is more technical 
and detailed in its approach to the subject-matter than 
previous Parts, it is considered that this reflects the 
complexity and diversity of the approaches adopted by 
States to the issue of enforcement. With this in mind it is 
hoped that, where possible, States will take measures to 
simplify their law and procedures in relation to 
enforcement in accordance with the principles set out in 
this Part. 
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Guide to Good Practice under the 1980 Hague 
Child Abduction Convention 

Part V– Mediation 
 
 

This Guide promotes good practices in mediation and 
other processes to bring about the agreed resolution of 
international family disputes concerning children which 
fall within the scope of the 1980 Child Abduction 
Convention. 

 
Among the different means of amicable dispute 
resolution, this Guide primarily addresses ‘mediation’ as 
one of the most widely promoted methods of alternative 
dispute resolution in family law. This Guide, however, also 
refers to good practices with regard to other processes 
to facilitate agreed solutions, such as conciliation. A 
separate chapter is dedicated to these other methods 
and due consideration is given to their specific nature. 
However, some of the mediation good practices 
promoted in this Guide are applicable or adaptable to a 
number of these other processes. 

 

While highlighting the particularities of amicable dispute resolution in the context of child 
abductions and disputes over access / contact under the 1980 Child Abduction Convention, this 
Guide outlines principles and good practices which, it is hoped, will be valuable in the use of 
mediation and similar processes in cross- border family disputes in general. As such, the Guide 
is meant to be of assistance to States Parties to the 1980 Convention, but also to States Parties 
to other HCCH Conventions that promote the use of mediation, conciliation or similar means to 
facilitate agreed solutions in international family disputes. In addition, this Guide is intended to 
assist States that are not Parties to these HCCH Conventions, but that are considering how best 
to develop effective structures to promote cross-border mediation in international family 
disputes. The Guide is addressed to governments and Central Authorities appointed under the 
1980 Convention and under other relevant HCCH Conventions, as well as judges, lawyers, 
mediators, parties to cross-border family disputes and other interested individuals. 
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Guide to Good Practice under the 1980 Child 
Abduction Convention 

Part VI – Article 13(1)(b) 
 
 

This publication intends to provide guidance to judges, 
Central Authorities, attorneys and other practitioners 
working in the field of international family law and who 
are faced with the application of Article 13(1)(b) of the 
1980 Child Abduction Convention. This provision sets out 
one of the exceptions to the prompt return of the child 
under the Convention. The increasing use in recent years 
of this defence in child abduction cases, and a growing 
concern amongst the expert community that an 
incorrect application of this provision would compromise 
the delicate balance struck by the Child Abduction 
Convention, prompted the Council on General Affairs and 
Policy, the governing body of the HCCH, to task the 
Permanent Bureau, with the assistance of a Working 
Group composed of a broad range of national experts, to 
develop a Guide to Good Practice on the interpretation 
and application of Article 13(1)(b) of the Convention. 
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Transfrontier Contact Concerning Children  
General Principles and Guide to Good Practice 

 
 

The principles and good practices set out in this Guide 
serve the following purposes: they assist in the more 
effective implementation and application of those 
provisions of the 1980 Child Abduction Convention which 
concern transfrontier contact; they draw attention to 
provisions of the 1996 Child Protection Convention which 
relate to transfrontier contact and which supplement the 
1980 Convention, and provide guidance concerning their 
application; they provide an overall model for 
constructing an international system of co-operation 
designed to secure effective respect for rights of contact. 
As such, the Principles and Guide are intended to be 
helpful also to those States, which are not Parties to the 
HCCH Conventions, but are considering how best to 
develop effective structures. 
 

 

The Guide is intended to be of particular use to judges and Central Authorities appointed under 
the 1980 or 1996 Convention, as well as to governments engaged in the development of policies 
concerning transfrontier contact. It may also be of assistance to other professionals working in 
the area. 

 
This Guide differs from the other Guides to Good Practice in two respects. First, it contains general 
principles as well as examples of good practice. Second, it relates to the 1996 Convention, as 
well as to the 1980 Convention. 
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Direct Judicial Communications 
 
 

This document represents the latest version of Emerging 
Guidance regarding the development of the 
International Hague Network of Judges and a set of 
General Principles for Judicial Communications within 
the context of the 1980 Child Abduction Convention and 
the International Hague Network of Judges, including 
commonly accepted safeguards for direct judicial 
communications in specific cases. 
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Toolkit for the HCCH 1980 Child Abduction 
Convention in Times of COVID-19 

 
 

Following the publication of the HCCH COVID-19 Toolkit, 
the Permanent Bureau has prepared a Toolkit for the 
effective application of the 1980 Child Abduction 
Convention in times of COVID-19. 

 
This focused Toolkit presents key aspects and specific 
HCCH resources relevant in the face of the challenges 
posed by the COVID-19 situation in the context of the 
1980 Child Abduction Convention. Recalling that the 
interests of the child are paramount, this Toolkit aims to 
help guarantee the safe and prompt return of wrongfully 
removed or retained children to the State of habitual 
residence, assist Contracting Parties in the effective 
execution of their obligations under the Convention, and 
ensure better access to justice through the continued 
and effective operation of the 1980 Child Abduction 
Convention. 
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Practitioners’ Tool 
Cross-border Recognition and Enforcement of 
Agreements Reached in the Course of Family 
Matters Involving Children 

 
 

The Practitioners’ Tool aims to explain how agreements 
made in the area of family law involving children (“family 
agreements”) can be made enforceable in one State and 
then recognised and enforced in other States through 
the operation of mechanisms under HCCH Conventions, 
specifically the 1980 Child Abduction Convention, 1996 
Child Protection Convention, and 2007 Child Support 
Convention. 

 
Family agreements can have a very important role in 
deterring parental child abduction and facilitating the 
continuation of a meaningful relationship for a child with 
both of their parents when the parents are living in 
different States. The Practitioners’ Tool will serve as a  

 

valuable resource for legal or professional advisers (e.g., mediators) who are helping families 
with children navigate cross-border issues through a formal agreement, bringing greater 
certainty and stability to family arrangements across the globe. 
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Child Support 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 2007 Child Support 
Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 2007 Child Support 
Convention is aimed at providing information to the 
public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
Offprint. 

 
 

Author: A. Borrás & J. Degeling, with the assistance of W. 
Duncan & P. Lortie 
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Explanatory Report on the 2007 Maintenance 
Obligations Protocol 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 2007 Maintenance 
Obligations Protocol is aimed at providing information to 
the public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Protocol. 

 
Offprint. 
 
 
Author: A. Bonomi 
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Implementation Checklist under the 2007 
Child Support Convention 

 
 

The purpose of this Checklist is to highlight issues which 
may need to be considered by States or Regional 
Economic Integration Organisations (REIOs) when 
implementing the Convention. The Checklist is not 
binding. 

 
The Checklist does not prescribe the method by which 
the Convention should be implemented in Contracting 
States. Rather, it indicates some questions that may arise 
prior to, or upon implementation of the convention. The 
list is not exhaustive and there will undoubtedly be other 
issues specific to States that will require consideration. 

 
The Checklist includes “Preliminary matters” for 
consideration that relate to the Convention generally, 
while “Specific measures of implementation” and the 
annexes to the Checklist may also assist a State when 
considering particular aspects of the Convention. The 
annexes cover the following matters: 

 
Annex I: a summary of information to be communicated 
to the depositary (the Treaties Division of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands) or the Permanent 
Bureau of the HCCH. 

 
Annex II: a summary of the functions performed by 
Central Authorities, competent authorities and other 
authorities under the Convention. 
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Practical Handbook for Caseworkers under 
the 2007 Child Support Convention 
Practitioners’ Tool 

 
 

The 2007 Child Support Convention is an important step 
forward in the creation of a cost-effective, accessible and 
simplified system for the international recovery of 
maintenance. 

 
The caseworkers that manage cases, initiate and 
process applications, and work with other States to 
effectively enforce maintenance decisions are at the 
heart of international maintenance establishment and 
enforcement. Their dedication and commitment to 
helping children and families ensure the successful 
operation of the Convention. 

 
This Handbook is intended for those caseworkers. It has 
been written to assist caseworkers in all types of legal 
systems, whether they work in large States with complex 
information technology computer systems, 
managing hundreds of cases, or in small States with just 
a few cases. It addresses the issues and processes that 
may be encountered in dealing with any international 
cases. 

 
This Handbook is not a legal guide to the Convention, for 
lawyers, judges, decision makers or the courts. Because 
it is a guide to only the international elements of 
Convention cases, it does not cover every aspect of the 
management of international cases. International cases 
are still subject to domestic processes such as the 
procedures for enforcement. 

 
2014 (266 p.) 
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Czech / ISBN 978-92-79-56692-9 

Danish / ISBN 978-92-79-56687-5 
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Practitioners’ Tool 
Cross-border Recognition and Enforcement of 
Agreements Reached in the Course of Family 
Matters Involving Children 

 
 

The Practitioners’ Tool aims to explain how agreements 
made in the area of family law involving children (“family 
agreements”) can be made enforceable in one State and 
then recognised and enforced in other States through 
the operation of mechanisms under HCCH Conventions, 
specifically the 1980 Child Abduction Convention, 1996 
Child Protection Convention, and 2007 Child Support 
Convention. 

 
Family agreements can have a very important role in 
deterring parental child abduction and facilitating the 
continuation of a meaningful relationship for a child with 
both of their parents when the parents are living in 
different States. The Practitioners’ Tool will serve as a  

 

valuable resource for legal or professional advisers (e.g., mediators) who are helping families with 
children navigate cross-border issues through a formal agreement, bringing greater certainty and 
stability to family arrangements across the globe. 
 
 
2022 (54 p.) 
€ 25 
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Protection of adults 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 2000 Protection of 
Adults Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 2000 Protection of Adults 
Convention is aimed at providing information to the 
public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
Offprint. 

 
 

Author: P. Lagarde 
2017 (100 p.) - New and Revised Edition 
€ 20 
 

 

This new and revised edition replaces the previous edition of the Explanatory Report (2003), 
including the one contained in the offprint of the Proceedings of the Special Commission with a 
diplomatic character (1999), Protection of Adults. 
 
In addition to the correction of a few typos, the new and revised edition includes in particular a 
modification to paragraph 146 made by the Rapporteur, Professor Paul Lagarde, which now 
expressly clarifies that confirmation of a power of representation by a competent authority may 
constitute a measure of protection under the Convention. This question was discussed during the 
negotiations of the Convention; over the past years, various authorities and experts contacted the 
Permanent Bureau in this matter to ask for clarification. The new and revised edition of the 
Explanatory Report provides the desired clarification 
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Practical Handbook on the Operation of the 
2000 Protection of Adults Convention 
 
 
With an increasing global understanding of the 
importance and strengths of the Convention of 13 
January 2000 on the International Protection of Adults 
(“2000 Convention”), and considering the rising number 
of Contracting Parties, the publication of a Practical 
Handbook is timely. 
 
This Handbook is the culmination of several 
consultations with the Working Group, comprised of 
experts from both Contracting Parties and States which 
are considering becoming Parties to the 2000 
Convention. The Handbook draws upon the experiences 
and practical examples provided by these experts, in 
order to acknowledge developing good practices as well 
as areas that could be improved, thereby encouraging 
other States to become Parties to the 2000 Convention. 

 
 

2024 (257 p.) 
€ 40 
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Protection of children 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 1996 Child 
Protection Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 1996 Child Protection 
Convention is aimed at providing information to the 
public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Proceedings of 
the Eighteenth Session (1996), Tome II, Protection of 
Children. 

 
Offprint. 

 
 

Author: P. Lagarde  
1998 (73 p.) 
€ 20 
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Practical Handbook on the Operation of the 
1996 Hague Child Protection Convention 

 
 

The focus of this Handbook is necessarily different from 
that of the Guides to Good Practice under the 1980 Child 
Abduction Convention. This Handbook does not focus to 
the same degree upon previously established “good 
practice” under the 1996 Convention to guide future 
practice because, as yet, there is little practice to draw 
upon. Instead, it aims to be an accessible and easily 
digestible practical guide to the Convention. Through the 
use of plain language, relevant and comprehensive case 
examples and simple flowcharts, it is hoped that the 
Handbook will promote a clear understanding of how the 
Convention is intended to operate in practice, thereby 
ensuring that good practice under the Convention is 
established and fostered from the outset in Contracting 
States. This Handbook draws heavily on the Explanatory 
Report to the 1996 Convention and should be read 
andused in conjunction with it. This Handbook does not 
replace or amend in any way the Explanatory Report 
which retains its significance as part of the preparatory 
work (travaux préparatoires) for the 1996 Convention. 
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HCCH|Approach, “Advancing and Promoting 
the Protection of All Children” 
Practitioners’ Tool 

 
 

This post-event publication of the inaugural 
HCCH|Approach event celebrates the 25th anniversary 
of the HCCH Child Protection Convention. Drawing from 
the diverse perspectives and expertise of family law 
practitioners around the globe, HCCH|Approach 
speakers took stock of the instrument’s successes, 
examined the instrument in new and interesting ways 
and charted out possibilities for its future 

 
HCCH|Approach was organised as a series of online 
activities taking place throughout the fall of 2021, 
including complementary initiatives such as the Essay 
Competition and the Media and Design Competition. 
Several online events were organised by the Permanent 
Bureau, hosted by its headquarters in The Hague, its 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP), and its 
Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ROLAC). This publication, compiled to supplement the 
content available on the HCCH webpage dedicated to 
HCCH|Approach, provides speaker biographies, 
transcripts of videos, and the works of the competition 
winners. 

 
HCCH|Approach was made possible with the generous 
support of the Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer 
Protection of Germany and the International Academy of 
Family Lawyers. 

 

 
 
English version only  

 

 

 
English / / 
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Practitioners’ Tool 
Cross-border Recognition and Enforcement of 
Agreements Reached in the Course of Family 
Matters Involving Children 

 
 

The Practitioners’ Tool aims to explain how agreements 
made in the area of family law involving children (“family 
agreements”) can be made enforceable in one State and 
then recognised and enforced in other States through 
the operation of mechanisms under HCCH Conventions, 
specifically the 1980 Child Abduction Convention, 1996 
Child Protection Convention, and 2007 Child Support 
Convention. 

 
Family agreements can have a very important role in 
deterring parental child abduction and facilitating the 
continuation of a meaningful relationship for a child with 
both of their parents when the parents are living in 
different States. The Practitioners’ Tool will serve as a 
valuable resource for legal or professional advisers (e.g., 
mediators) who are helping families with children 
navigate cross-border issues through a formal 
agreement, bringing greater certainty and stability to 
family arrangements across the globe. 
 

 

 
 
2022 (54 p.) 
€ 25 

 
English 0269 ISBN 978-90-83248-12-7 
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The Application of the 1996 Child Protection 
Convention to Unaccompanied and Separated 
Children 

 
 

The document addresses the application of the 1996 
Child Protection Convention in cross-border situations 
involving children who are unaccompanied, that is, 
children without parental care who are not cared for by 
another relative or an adult who by law or custom is 
responsible for doing so, as well as its application to 
separated children, that is, children without parental care 
who are separated from a previous legal or customary 
primary caregiver but who may nevertheless be 
accompanied by another relative. It does so by clarifying 
what the 1996 Child Protection Convention does and 
does not do in regard of unaccompanied and separated 
children; by explaining its scope of application; by 
presenting a brief overview of its private international law 
rules; and by explaining how the framework for 
cooperation among Contracting States may facilitate the 
taking and implementation of measures of protection 
directed to unaccompanied and separated children. 

 
Its publication is intended to help legal practitioners, 
judges, and professionals (e.g., child welfare / protection 
officials and enforcement officers) with responsibilities in 
the protection of unaccompanied and separated children 
to better understand the 1996 Child Protection 
Convention, where it applies. 
 
 
Update 2024 (70 p.) (Spanish version forthcoming) 
€ 25 
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The Judges' Newsletter on International 
Child Protection 

 

 

This publication, published biannually until 2013, was first 
released in the spring of 1999 and is the result of the 
desire of the HCCH to guarantee circulation of 
information relating to judicial co-operation in the field of 
international protection of children. This publication is 
therefore a collection of information on the different 
HCCH Children’s Conventions and reports on the 
numerous initiatives taken throughout the world in the 
framework of these Conventions. 
 
To date, the collection comprises 26 bilingual English / 
French volumes and one bilingual special edition. Some 
editions are also published in Spanish, and others are 
available in Arabic on an ad hoc basis. 
 
The Judges’ Newsletter is available from the Permanent 
Bureau or is also available for download in PDF Format 
from the HCCH website (www.hcch.net), under 
“Publications & Studies” then "Publications" and "Judges’ 
Newsletter". 
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The Judges’ Newsletter on International Child Protection  

Vol. II, Autumn 2000  
2000 (21 p.) 
Cost of delivery 

 

 
English 0164 ISBN n.a. 

 French 0164 ISBN n.a. 

https://www.hcch.net/en/home
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/publications2/judges-newsletter
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/publications2/judges-newsletter
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/publications2/judges-newsletter


106  Publications Catalogue 

Distribution 

 Paper copies from the PB  Bilingual publications 

 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

The Judges’ Newsletter on International Child Protection  
Vol. III, Autumn 2001  
2001 (28 p.) 
Cost of delivery 

 

 English 0165 ISBN n.a. 

 
 
The Judges’ Newsletter on International Child Protection  

Vol. IV, Summer 2002 
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Cost of delivery 
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Cost of delivery 
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The Judges’ Newsletter on International Child Protection  

Vol. VII, Spring 2004 
Enforcement of return and access orders. National Reports by 14 States and the Conclusions of 
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Cost of delivery 
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 French 0170 ISBN n.a. 
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Special Focus: Malta Judicial Conference on Cross-Frontier Family Issues involving Certain 
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Conference 
2005 (110 p.) 
Cost of delivery 
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Access to Justice 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 1980 Access to 
Justice Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 1980 Access to Justice 
Convention is aimed at providing information to the 
public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Actes et 
documents de la Quatorzième session (1980), Tome IV, 
Judicial co-operation. 

 
Offprint. 

 
 

Author: G. Möller  
1983 (58 p.) 
€ 20 
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Apostille 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 1961 Apostille 
Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 1961 Apostille Convention 
is aimed at providing information to the public as to the 
sense intended by the Diplomatic representatives for this 
particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Actes et 
documents de la Neuvième session (1960), Tome II, 
Legalisation. 

 
An English and a Spanish translation of the original 
French text are provided in Annex 2 of the Apostille 
Handbook (both languages available, see 
Catalogue  p.  121). The French version of the Apostille 
Handbook also includes the Explanatory Report on the 
1961 Apostille Convention in its Annexes. 
 
An English translation of the original French text is 
available on the HCCH website, under “Publications & 
Studies”, then “Publications” and “Explanatory Reports”. 

 
 

Author: Y. Loussouarn  
1961 (19 p.) 
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How to join and implement the Hague 
Apostille Convention 
 
A Brief Guide for countries interested in joining 
the Hague Convention of 5 October 1961 
Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation 
for Foreign Public Documents 

 
 

This Guide is primarily addressed to States that are 
interested in joining the Convention of 5 October 1961 
Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation for Foreign 
Public Documents, commonly known as the Apostille 
Convention. Its basic purpose is to assist the relevant 
authorities in their efforts to ensure the successful 
implementation of the Convention and to lay the 
foundation for its effective practical operation. 

 
Part I of the Guide identifies various matters that the State 
should consider, ideally before joining the Apostille 
Convention; 

 
Part II of this Guide explains how Apostilles are issued; 
issuing Apostilles is the very essence of the Convention 
and thus a matter that States also need to carefully 
consider before joining; 

 
Part III of this Guide describes the actual procedure for 
acceding to the Apostille Convention. 

 
This Guide is not intended to be a comprehensive 
Handbook on the practical operation of the Apostille 
Convention. 

 
 

2011 (26 p.) 
€ 10 
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The ABCs of Apostilles 
How to ensure that your public documents 
will be recognised abroad 

 
 

This brochure provides practical replies to the following 
frequently asked questions about the Apostille 
Convention: 
 
What is an Apostille and when do I need one? 
In which countries does the Apostille Convention apply? 
What do I do if either the country where my public 
document was issued or the country where I need to use 
my public document is not a party to the Apostille 
Convention? 
To which documents does the Apostille Convention 
apply? Where do I get an Apostille? 
What do I need to know before requesting an Apostille? 
How much does an Apostille cost? 
Do all Apostilles have to look exactly the same? How are 
Apostilles affixed to public documents? What are the 
effects of an Apostille? 
Once I have an Apostille, do I need anything else to show 
that the signature or seal on my public document is 
genuine? 
If the recipient of my Apostille wants to verify my 
Apostille, what should I suggest? Can Apostilles be 
rejected in the country where they are to be used? 
What about electronic Apostilles and electronic 
Registers of Apostilles? 

 
 

2010 (18 p.) 
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Apostille Handbook – A Handbook on the 
Practical Operation of the Apostille 
Convention 

 
 

More than fifty years after its adoption, the Convention of 
5 October 1961 Abolishing the Requirement of 
Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents (“Apostille 
Convention”) is the most widely accepted and applied of 
all the international treaties concluded under the 
auspices of the HCCH. With the aim of facilitating the 
worldwide circulation of public documents, the Apostille 
Convention is finding new life in an age of 
unprecedented global interconnectivity, in which 
international trade and investment, as well as the cross-
border movement of people, find support in the mutual 
recognition given by States to these documents. 

 
This Handbook is designed to assist Competent 
Authorities in performing their functions under the 
Convention, which is fundamental to its sound operation. 
The Handbook is not designed to provide an article-by-
article commentary on the text of the treaty, and is not 
meant to replace the Explanatory Report by Mr Yvon 
Loussouarn. At the same time, the Handbook is designed 
to address issues that arise in the contemporary 
operation of the Convention, which may not have been 
envisaged when the Explanatory Report was finalised in 
1961. It also seeks to discuss common practical issues in 
greater depth. 

 
 

Second Edition 2023 (139 p.) 
€ 35 
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Choice of Court 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 2005 Choice of 
Court Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 2005 Choice of Court 
Convention is aimed at providing information to the 
public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Proceedings of 
the Twentieth Session (2002), Tome III, Choice of Court 
Agreements. 

 
Offprint. 

 
 

Authors: T. Hartley & M. Dogauchy  
2013 (104 p.) 
Publisher: Intersentia (www.intersentia.com)  
€ 35 
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Romanian 0086 ISBN 978-92-79-58150-2 
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HCCH a|Bridged – Edition 2021 
 
 

Held online in December 2021, the latest edition of the 
HCCH a|Bridged series focused on contemporary issues 
relating to the application of the Convention of 30 June 
2005 on Choice of Court Agreements (the 2005 Choice of 
Court Convention), including the promotion of party 
autonomy. The HCCH a|Bridged series, an initiative 
introduced by the HCCH in 2019, provides an annual 
forum on innovation in transnational litigation, civil 
procedure, and dispute resolution. 

 
HCCH a|Bridged - Edition 2021 featured interventions by 
Dr Christophe Bernasconi, Secretary General of the 
HCCH, Prof Trevor Hartley, co-author of the Explanatory 
Report on the 2005 Choice of Court Convention, and Dr 
Ning Zhao, Senior Legal Officer at the HCCH, followed by 
two panel discussions. The first panel, moderated by Dr 
João Ribeiro-Bidaoui, First Secretary at the HCCH, and 
comprised of judges from both civil and common law 
jurisdictions, focused on policy discussions on the 
benefits of joining the Convention for States, including in 
the context of the global emergence of international 
commercial courts. The second panel, comprised of 
lawyers and academics from Latin America and the 
Caribbean, focused on the benefits of the Convention to 
business and, by extension, practitioners, with Louise 
Ellen Teitz, Professor at Roger Williams University, as 
moderator. Closing remarks were provided by Ignacio 
Goicoechea, Representative of the Regional Office for 
Latin America and the Caribbean, and Paula Maria All, 
President of ASADIP. 
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Implementation Checklist 
Hague Convention of 30 June 2005 on Choice 
of Court Agreements 

 
 

This document is addressed to States that are interested 
in becoming a Party to the Convention of30 June 2005 
on Choice of Court Agreements. 

 
The purpose of the Checklist is to highlight issues which 
may need to be considered by a State when 
implementing the Convention. Some of these issues are 
common to all HCCH Conventions and may therefore be 
familiar to States that have already implemented other 
HCCH Conventions. Furthermore, the Checklist does not 
seek to prescribe the method by which the Convention 
is implemented internally, as this will differ for each State 
that becomes a Party. The issues highlighted in this 
Checklist are not exhaustive and there will undoubtedly 
be other issues particular to each State that require 
consideration. 
 
As the Convention is open to Regional Economic 
Integration Organisations (“REIOs”), the Checklist may 
also be useful to REIOs that are interested in becoming a 
Party to the Convention. Specific information on the 
ratification or accession of REIOs is set out at Annex II. 

 
 

2012 (17 p.) 
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Evidence 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 1970 Evidence 
Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 1970 Evidence 
Convention is aimed at providing information to the 
public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Actes et 
documents de la Onzième session (1968), Tome IV, 
Obtention des preuves à l’étranger.  
 
Offprint. 
 
N.B.: The French translation was drawn up by the 
Permanent Bureau. 

 
 

Author: P.W. Amram  
1970 (26 p.) 
€ 20 
 

 

 English 0044 ISBN n.a. 

French 0045 ISBN n.a. 
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Practical Handbook on the Operation of the 
Evidence Convention 

 
 

On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Evidence 
Convention, the Permanent Bureau is pleased to 
announce the publication of the 4th edition of the 
Practical Handbook on the Operation of the Evidence 
Convention. 

 
This commemorative edition of the Practical Handbook 
includes light updates on the latest developments in 
domestic and international legal instruments and case 
law. It outlines in detail the functioning of the Evidence 
Convention, indicates helpful resources and provides an 
overview of good practices. It is an indispensable, 
practical tool for the users of the Convention. 

 
The Practical Handbook is complemented by the Guide 
to Good Practice on the Use of Video-Link under the 
1970 Evidence Convention, which was published on 16 
April 2020. 

 
 

2020 
4th edition (336 p.) 
 

 

 

e-book 
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Guide to Good Practice under the 1970 
Evidence Convention - The Use of Video-Link 

 
 

This Guide is intended to complement the 3rd edition of 
the Practical Handbook on the Operation of the Evidence 
Convention, which contains an Annex dedicated to the 
use of video-link (Annex 6). The Evidence Handbook is a 
comprehensive guide containing information 
concerning the operation of the Convention more 
broadly, including case law and commentary related to 
the Convention as a whole, not only the use of video-link 
technology. 

 
 

2020 (192 p.) 
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HCCH a|Bridged – Edition 2020 
 
 

The focus of HCCH a|Bridged – Edition 2020 was the 
Golden Anniversary of the HCCH 1970 Evidence 
Convention, in reference to the 50th anniversary of the 
Convention of 18 March 1970 on the Taking of Evidence 
Abroad in Civil or Commercial Matters earlier this year. 

 
The event was being co-organised by the HCCH and the 
German Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union. It featured a keynote speech by Professor Dr 
Michael Stürner, two panels to discuss the latest in the 
cross-border taking of evidence under Chapter I and II of 
the Evidence Convention, respectively, as well as a 
presentation of the Guide to Good Practice on the Use of 
Video-Link. 
 
 
2020 
(113 p. - in English only) 
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Form of Wills 
 

 

Rapport explicatif sur la Convention Forme 
des testaments de 1961 (Explanatory Report 
on the 1961 Form of Wills Convention) 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 1961 Form of Wills 
Convention is aimed at providing information to the 
public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Actes et 
documents de la Neuvième session (1960), Tome III, Forme 
des testaments. 

 
Offprint. 
 
N.B.: This Report was drawn up in French only.  
 
 
Author: H. Batiffol 
1961 (20 p.) 
 
€ 20 
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Judgments 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 2019 Judgments 
Convention 

 
 

As Dr Christophe Bernasconi, Secretary General, 
highlighted in his Foreword, “[t]he effective promotion of 
the Convention, its sound implementation and practical 
operation (incl. uniform interpretation pursuant to Art. 20), 
rest on the availability and accessibility of supporting 
tools. This Explanatory Report […] is the preeminent tool 
for anyone involved in the assessment, implementation, 
or application of the Convention: government officials, 
members of the judiciary, practitioners, scholars, and 
private persons.” The Permanent Bureau wishes to renew 
its thanks for the Co-Rapporteurs for their outstanding 
work. 

 
The Convention seeks to promote access to justice 
globally through enhanced judicial cooperation, which 
will reduce risks and costs associated with cross-border 
legal relations and dispute resolution. As a 
“gamechanger” for cross-border dispute resolution, the 
Convention, with its widespread acceptance by the 
international community, will have an important practical 
impact for individuals and businesses around the world. 

 
Authors: G. Saumier & F. Garcimartin 
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Authorities of Members & Contracting Parties 
€ 25 
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Service 
 

 

Practical Handbook on the Operation of the 
Service Convention 

 
 

The Practical Handbook offers detailed explanations on 
the general operation of the 1965 Service Convention as 
well as authoritative commentaries on the major issues 
raised by practice over the past 50 years. 

 
Since the publication of the 3rd edition of this Handbook 
in 2006, there have been important developments in 
case law and State practice in relation to the Hague 
Service Convention. These developments are the most 
important basis for this updated and expanded 4th 
edition. In addition, it includes comprehensive research 
and analysis relating to the use of information 
technology in the operation of the Convention, an area 
that continues to evolve. 
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e-book 
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Printed version – Member States 
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HCCH a|Bridged – Edition 2019 
 
 
The focus of HCCH a|Bridged – Edition 2019 was the 
Service Convention in the Era of Electronic and 
Information Technology. Speakers and participants from 
around the world came together in The Hague and 
online to discuss how practices under the HCCH 1965 
Service Convention have evolved to best employ 
communications and information technology. The post-
event publication builds on these discussions and 
comprises written contributions from each of the 
speakers. 

 
Edition 2019 of HCCH a|Bridged was made possible with 
the generous support of the Federal Ministry of Justice 
and Consumer Protection of Germany, Ropes & Gray LLP 
and the AVEQ Group. Additional information on HCCH 
a|Bridged – Edition 2019, including videos of each of the 
sessions, is available on the dedicated page of the 
Service Section of the HCCH website. 

 
 

2020 
(113 p. - in English only) 
 

 

 

 English / ISBN n.a. 
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Choice of Law in Contracts 
 

 

Principles on Choice of Law in International 
Commercial Contracts 

 
 

This publication of the Principles on Choice of Law in 
International Commercial Contracts (the “Principles”) is 
the first normative soft-law instrument developed by the 
HCCH and approved on 19 March 2015. 

 
In addition to the 12 articles of the Principles and their 
Preamble, this publication includes the Introduction to 
the Principles, which describes the general framework, 
nature, purpose, structure, and scope of the Principles. 
This publication also includes the article-by-article 
Commentary, an interpretative and explanatory tool for 
the better understanding of the Principles. 

 
At their core, the Principles are designed to promote 
party autonomy in international commercial contracts. By 
acknowledging that parties to a contract may be best 
positioned to determine which set of legal norms is most 
suitable for their transaction, party autonomy enhances 
predictability and legal certainty – important conditions 
for effective cross-border trade and commerce. At the 
same time, the Hague Principles also set balanced 
boundaries to party autonomy and thus may provide a 
refinement of the concept where it is already accepted. 
In essence, the Principles may be considered to be an 
international code of current best practice in relation to 
party autonomy in international commercial contracts. 

 
 

2015 (84 p.) 
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Securities 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 2006 Securities 
Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 2006 Securities 
Convention is aimed at providing information to the 
public as to the sense intended by the Diplomatic 
representatives for this particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Proceedings of 
the Nineteenth Session (2002), Tome II, Securities. 

 
Offprint. 

 
 

Authors: R. Goode, H. Kanda & K. Kreuzer, with the 
assistance of C. Bernasconi (Permanent Bureau)  
2017 (205 p.) - Second Edition 
€ 35 
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Trusts 
 

 

Explanatory Report on the 1985 Trusts 
Convention 

 
 

The Explanatory Report on the 1985 Trusts Convention is 
aimed at providing information to the public as to the 
sense intended by the Diplomatic representatives for this 
particular Convention. 

 
This Explanatory Report is included in the Proceedings of 
the Fifteenth Session (1984), Tome II, Trusts – applicable 
law and recognition. 

 
Offprint. 

 
 

Author: A.E. von Overbeck  
1985 (46 p.) 
€ 20 
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French 0063 ISBN n.a. 
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Practical Guide - Access to Justice for 
International Tourists and Visitors 

 
 

This Guide is intended to assist international tourists and 
visitors to foreign countries seeking access to justice for 
disputes arising from their tourism experience by 
providing information on online dispute resolution 
mechanisms that may be available and HCCH legal 
instruments that may be relevant in a given case. 

 
For the past several decades the world has seen an 
explosion in the growth of tourism. Inevitably, the rate at 
which tourists and visitors will be dissatisfied with the 
goods and services they receive will also increase. 
International tourists and visitors may continue to face 
significant obstacles with respect to access to justice 
when a dispute arises between the tourist / visitor and 
the provider of a good or service. 

 

Some of the barriers faced by tourists and visitors in accessing justice may include: (1) limited 
ability to access legal aid, (2) costs associated with initiating court proceedings or securing a 
judgment, (3) a lack of information on the rights of tourists and visitors and the remedies available 
to them, (4) the requirement of physical presence to initiate, participate in, or conclude judicial or 
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) procedures, (5) the absence of small claims courts or 
procedures that are suitable to international tourist disputes, (6) specificity of administrative or 
governmental bodies which facilitate the resolution of international tourist disputes, and (7) the 
limited cooperation mechanisms between national consumer protection bodies. 

 
This Guide is intended to bridge the gap between these issues and facilitate access to justice for 
international tourists and visitors when other recourse is not available. Users should first check if 
they can access recourse through complaint mechanisms provided by the private sector or 
commercial entities, such as credit card or insurance associated services 

 
 

Only available online  
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UNCITRAL, Hague Conference and UNIDROIT 
Texts on Security Interests 

 
Comparison and analysis of major features of 
international instruments relating to secured 
transactions 

 
 

To assist policymakers and legislators, the Hague 
Conference, UNCITRAL and UNIDROIT have prepared a 
publication in order to: 

(a)→summarize the scope and application of these 
instruments relating to secured transactions and 
similar financing transactions 

(b)→show how these instruments work together; and 
(c)→provide a comparative understanding of the 

coverage and basic themes of each instrument. 
 

This publication is not intended to be a comprehensive 
review of each of the instruments. 

 
 

Authors: Secretariats of UNCITRAL, HCCH and 
UNIDROIT  
2012 (52 p.) 
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Practical Handbook for Competent 
Authorities: 

 
the 2007 Hague Child Support Convention, 
the 2007 Hague Protocol on Applicable Law 
(Maintenance) and the 2009 European Union 
Maintenance Regulations 

 
 

From January 2012 until January 2014, the Ministry of 
Justice of Romania, the École Nationale de la 
Magistrature (ENM - France) and the Permanent Bureau 
of the Hague Conference worked together on the project 
"Enhancing judicial international co-operation in matters 
relating to maintenance obligations" 
(JUST/2010/JCIV/AG/0026), in the context of the 
European Union "Civil Justice" Programme. 

 
The project, completed on 14 January 2014 and 
presented to the European Judicial Network Annual 
Meeting of Contact Points (Brussels, 28-29 January 2014), 
resulted in the development of a Practical Handbook for 
Competent Authorities on the 2009 EU Maintenance 
Regulation, the 2007 Hague Child Support Convention 
and its Protocol. 
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Slovak / ISBN n.a. 

Slovene / ISBN n.a. 

Swedish / ISBN n.a. 

 

  

https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=2951
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6652&dtid=3
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Distribution 

 Paper copies from the PB  Bilingual publications 

 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

When Private International Law Meets 
Intellectual Property Law - A Guide for Judges 

 
 

As international organizations concerned, respectively, 
with private international law and intellectual property, 
the Hague Conference on Private International Law and 
the World Intellectual Property Organization jointly 
recognized the need to address the intersection of 
private international law and intellectual property. The 
product of our partnership is this Guide, intended as a 
practical means of supporting the work of judges and 
lawyers around the world. 

 
This Guide is a pragmatic tool, written by judges, for 
judges. Experts who specialize in one of the two fields of 
law will gain a reliable overview of how these fields 
intertwine. 

 
 

Authors: A. Bennett et S. Granata  
2019 (88 p.) 

 
The Guide is also available on the website of WIPO, 
where it can also be ordered. 
 

 

 

 
English / ISBN 978-92-805-2913-5 

French / ISBN 978-92-805-3101-5 

 
 

Spanish / ISBN 978-92-805-3182-4 

 

 

Arabic / ISBN 4-3179-805-92-9 

Chinese / ISBN 978-92-805-3180-0 

Russian / ISBN 978-92-805-3181-7 

 

  

https://www.wipo.int/portal/en/index.html
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6658
https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6658
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/d5c18d8a-d748-4d97-90f2-598805da317b.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/f4f48ba8-bea6-4e39-a146-f25966046664.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/3b7f0800-0083-4ab6-b8a1-69cc3edc46f0.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/2ba43c2d-0836-4da7-8ba6-c34f1da3a19a.pdf
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Distribution 

 Paper copies from the PB  Bilingual publications 

 Paper copies from external publishers  e-Books 

 Free electronic downloads  

 

UNCITRAL, HCCH and UNIDROIT 
 

Legal Guide to Uniform Instruments in the 
Area of International Commercial Contracts, 
with a Focus on Sales 

 
 

The Legal Guide, which was approved by each of the 
three Organisations in the course of 2020, offers an 
overview of the principal legislative texts prepared by 
each organisation, such as the United Nations 
Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of 
Goods, the HCCH Principles on Choice of Law in 
International Commercial Contracts and the UNIDROIT 
Principles on International Commercial Contracts. It also 
illustrates how these texts interact to achieve the shared 
goals of predictability and flexibility. The Legal Guide will 
be a user-friendly resource for those interested in the 
adoption, application, and interpretation of uniform 
contract law. 

 
 

Authors: Secretariats of UNCITRAL, HCCH and 
UNIDROIT  
2021 (120 p.) 

 
 

 

 

 
English / ISBN 978-92-1-130420-6 

French / ISBN 978-92-1-005530-7 

 
 

Spanish / ISBN 978-92-1-005534-5 

 

 

Arabic / ISBN 978-92-1-005532-1 

Chinese / ISBN 978-92-1-005533-8 

Russian / ISBN 978-92-1-005531-4 

 

 

https://assets.hcch.net/docs/0571d8ca-8b56-41a2-8443-4fe93e306c17.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/b5dc02ad-015a-4cbd-990e-1626d7b2dce8.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/d5c18d8a-d748-4d97-90f2-598805da317b.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/f4f48ba8-bea6-4e39-a146-f25966046664.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/3b7f0800-0083-4ab6-b8a1-69cc3edc46f0.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/2ba43c2d-0836-4da7-8ba6-c34f1da3a19a.pdf
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Scope 

These terms and conditions only apply to purchases of HCCH publications that are available in 
paper-copy from the Permanent Bureau (HCCH publications). Excluded from their scope are the: 
 

• purchase of publications from external publishers, which are governed by the terms 
and conditions of the respective publisher; 

• download of publications made available freely by the Permanent Bureau. 
 
 
Orders 

If an HCCH publication is available in hard-copy, it can be ordered directly from the Permanent 
Bureau, using the order form available on page 167. 
 
 
Prices 

The price for the purchase of an HCCH publication is stated in Euros (€). The price excludes shipping 
costs (these vary depending on the destination) and handling costs (a flat rate of € 10.00). Any 
additional costs will be added to the invoice. The invoice includes the total amount due to be paid 
by the customer. 
 
 
Payment 

The customer must pay the full total amount within 14 days from the date of the invoice. Partial 
payments, including payments in installments, cannot be accepted. 

Method of payment is by bank transfer only. The bank details to be used by the customer are 
included in the invoice. All costs relating to the bank transfer, including any transfer fees and costs 
associated with currency conversions, are to be borne by the customer. 
 
 
Delivery 

Orders for HCCH publications will be handled and delivered only after receipt of the full payment 
of the total amount. Please allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery. All additional charges relating to the 
delivery of an HCCH publication, including any customs duties or other taxes, are the responsibility 
of, and are to be borne by, the customer. 
 
 
“Cooling-off” period and cancellations 

Customers are entitled to a “cooling-off” period of 14 days (period). The period begins on the day 
the customer receives the HCCH publication. 

During this period, customers may cancel the purchase of an HCCH publication without giving a 
reason. The cancellation must be in writing, addressed to the Permanent Bureau. 

The customer is obliged to return the HCCH publication within 21 days of informing the Permanent 
Bureau of the cancellation. All charges incurred by returning the goods to the Permanent Bureau 
are to be borne by the customer. 

Upon the receipt of the returned HCCH publication, the Permanent Bureau will refund the cost for 
the purchase of that HCCH publication. No additional charges or penalties will be incurred by a 
cancellation. 
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Complaints 

Customers can submit complaints concerning the purchase of HCCH publications to the 
Permanent Bureau. The complaint must be made in writing and must include an explanation of the 
complaint. 

The period within which the customer must submit a claim (Complaint period) depends on the 
subject of the complaint (Subject). The Subject also determines when the complaint period 
commences (Commencement). 

 
 
The Permanent Bureau will endeavor to resolve any complaints in good faith and amiably. 

 

Subject Complaint period Commencement 

Shortages and wrong 
delivery 

30 days with delivery of the HCCH 
publication 

Damaged HCCH publications 
30 days with delivery of the HCCH 

publication 

Payments 
60 days date of the invoice 

Non-receipt of orders 
60 days date of the invoice 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rights & Permissions



 

 

 
  



Rights & Permissions  163 
 

 

The HCCH encourages the use of its published material. 
 
Hard copies, downloads or print contents (with the exception of e-Books) can be copied for personal 
use, and excerpts from HCCH publications, databases and multimedia products can also be 
included in personal documents, presentations, websites and teaching materials, provided that 
suitable acknowledgment of HCCH as source and copyright owner is given (when applicable). The 
Title of the material, © HCCH, publication year (if available) and page number must be cited as 
applicable. 
 
No part may, however, be reproduced for commercial purposes without the express written consent 
of the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private International Law. 
 
Permission to reproduce HCCH published material should be addressed to: secretariat@hcch.net. 
 
This means that although HCCH copyright is asserted, no formal license is required to reproduce 
the material in its original language. The waiver of HCCH copyright consent applies to specific 
categories of material for which it is in the HCCH interest to encourage unrestricted use: HCCH 
instruments (Conventions, etc.) and Press Releases. 

mailto:secretariat@hcch.net
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The Order Form is available here and can be downloaded from the HCCH Publications & Studies 
webpage (“Publications & Studies” then “Publications” and “Order form”). 

Please fill out the two tabs of the Order Form and send it to secretariat@hcch.net 

The first tab of the Order Form (see below) deals with Personal details and Instructions while the 
second tab (see overleaf) deals specifically with the purchase of publications and their desired 
quantity. 
 

 

 
Instructions on how to fill out the Oder Form tab: 
 
Once the desired publications are selected in the Catalogue, please insert their reference numbers 
in the first column and the quantity desired in the second column, as shown in the example below. 
 
Example: 
 
First step: select the publications. 

 

The ABCs of Apostilles: 

 English 0125 ISBN 978-90-5095-873-8 

 

https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/publications2/orderform
mailto:secretariat@hcch.net
https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=4967


168  Publications Catalogue 

 

Guide to Good Practice under the 1980 Child Abduction Convention: 

 French 0139 ISBN 978-1-84661-141-4 

 
 
Second step: fill out the first column by inserting the relevant reference numbers (one per line) and 
then enter the quantity desired (second column) (see below). 

 
 
Third step: send the Form duly completed to secretariat@hcch.net. 

https://www.hcch.net/fr/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=6561
mailto:secretariat@hcch.net
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Brill Academic Publishers (www.brill.nl) 
> Proceedings of the Nineteenth Session – Tomes I and II (p. 29) 

 
Intersentia 
(www.intersentia.com) 

> Proceedings of the Twentieth Session – Tomes I, II and III (pp. 29-30) 
 
> Explanatory Report on the 2005 Choice of Court Convention, T. Hartley & M. Dogauchi 

(pp. 40, 100) 
 
> A commitment to Private International Law / Un engagement au service du droit 

international privé, Essays in honour of Hans van Loon / Mélanges en l’honneur de 
Hans van Loon, Permanent Bureau (p. 51) 

 
Jordan Publishing 
(www.jordanpublishing.co.uk) 

 
> The Implementation and Operation of the 1993 Hague Intercountry Adoption 

Convention: Guide to Good Practice No 1 (p. 57) 
 
> Accreditation and Adoption Accredited Bodies: General Principles and Guide to Good 

Practice No 2 (p. 58) 
 
> Guide to Good Practice under the 1980 Hague Child Abduction Convention: Part III – 

Preventive Measures (p. 65) 
 
> Guide to Good Practice under the 1980 Hague Child Abduction Convention: Part IV - 

Enforcement (p. 66) 
 
> Transfrontier Contact Concerning Children – General Principles and Guide to Good 

Practice (p. 70) 
 

Law Press China 
(www.lawpress.com.cn) 

> Collection of Conventions of the Hague Conference on Private International Law in 
Chinese (1951 – 2007) (p. 19) 

 
Marcial Pons 
(www.marcialpons.es) 

> Recopilación de los Convenios de la Conferencia de La Haya de Derecho internacional 
privado (1951-2007) (p. 18) 

http://www.brill.com/
http://intersentia.com/
http://www.jordanpublishing.co.uk/
http://www.lawpress.com.cn/
http://www.marcialpons.es/
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HCCH Permanent Bureau 
Churchillplein 6b 2517 JW The Hague The Netherlands 
 
Tel.: +31 70 363 3303 
Fax: +31 70 360 4867 
 
secretariat@hcch.net  
www.hcch.net 

mailto:secretariat@hcch.net
www.hcch.net

