The Hague Convention (Return of Abducted Children) Law  5751 - 1991*

(Non-Official Translation)
Definition

1.
In this law:

- “the Convention” - The Convention on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, concluded at the Hague on the 25th October, 1980.

Effect of the Convention
2.
The articles of the Convention, the test of which appears in the Schedule, shall have statutory effect, and they shall apply notwithstanding any law, but the provision of Article 26 of the Convention shall apply with the reservation referred to therein.

Parties to the Convention
3.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs shall publish in Reshumot (the Official Gazette) a notice of the States with which the State of Israel has relations under the Convention, according to Articles 37 and 38 of the Convention.

Central Authority
4.
(a) The Attorney General shall be the Central Authority in respect of the Convention.


(b) The Attorney General may empower, in respect of implementing the Convention, welfare officers within the meaning of the Welfare Services Law 5718-1958, and they shall act, in general or in a particular matter, according to the instructions of the Chief Welfare Officer and by virtue of their powers under any law, including powers regarding a minor or a minor in need of protection under the Youth (Care and Supervision) Law, 5720-1960.

Disclosure of information
5.
The Attorney General may, notwithstanding the provision of any law, disclose information he has received lawfully to any person or body, in Israel or outside of it, to the extent necessary to implement the procedures required by the provisions of the Convention; a welfare officer empowered as provided in section 4(b) may likewise disclose information, provided he has been authorized by the Attorney General to act in a particular matter; information shall not be disclosed under this section unless assurance has been given that the person receiving the information will not make any use of it except for the purpose for which it was disclosed and shall preserve the confidentiality of the information.

Judicial jurisdiction
6.
The court exercising jurisdiction in respect of this Law is the Court of Family Matters, which shall be empowered to act in respect of any provision in the Convention referring to a judicial or administrative authority; in this respect it shall also be vested with the powers of a court regarding a minor or a minor in need of protection under the Youth (Care and Supervision) Law 5720-1960.

Implementation and regulations
7.
The Minister of Justice is charged with the implementation of this Law, and he shall make regulations, with the approval of the Constitution, Law and Justice Committee of the Knesset, in any matter regarding its implementation, implementation of the the Convention, and ensuring expeditious court hearings, including regulations concerning rules of procedure and evidence in proceedings under the Convention.

*Passed by the Knesset on 7th Sivan 5751 (20 May 1991) and published in Sefer HaChukkim (Statute Book) No. 1355 of 16th Sivan 5751 (29 May 1991), p.148. The operative Articles of the Convention are set out in the Schedule to the Law.

