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“PARIS EVENT”  

Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Apostille Convention and 

Third Regional Meeting on the e-APP for Europe Project 

 

Paris (France) – 4-5 October 2011 

 

Hosted by 

the Ministry of Justice and Liberties, France 

 

The e-APP for Europe project is funded by the European Commission 

 

CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

Almost 100 government representatives, notaries, judicial officers (huissiers), dignitaries and other 

subject-matter experts from 29 countries and international organisations
1
 gathered in Paris, France to 

commemorate the 50th anniversary of the conclusion of the Hague Convention of 5 October 1961 

Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents (Apostille Convention). 

This event also provided the occasion for the Third Regional Meeting on the e-APP (electronic 

Apostille Pilot Program) for Europe project.  

The Apostille Convention was concluded on 5 October 1961 and entered into force on 24 January 

1965 following the ratification of France, United Kingdom and the former Yugoslavia.
2
 With currently 

102 Contracting States, the Apostille Convention is the most widely ratified or acceded to Hague 

Convention; with several million Apostilles issued every year around the globe, it is also the most 

widely used of all the Hague Conventions.
3
  

The participants expressed their gratitude to the Ministry of Justice and Liberties of France for 

generously hosting the event and were honoured by the presence of the Minister of Justice of France, 

Mr Michel Mercier, who opened the event together with the Secretary General of the Hague 

Conference on Private International Law, Mr Hans van Loon. The participants also expressed 

appreciation to the Secretary for Justice of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 

Region, who opened Roundtable I. The participants thanked the National Chamber of Judicial Officers 

of France and the Superior Council of Notaries of France for their contribution to the commemoration 

activities. 

                                                 
1 See Annex A for a list of participants. 
2 The States that participated in the negotiations of the Apostille Convention are: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, 

France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 

United Kingdom, United States of America (as observer) and the former Yugoslavia. 
3  For further information on the Apostille Convention, see the “Apostille Section” of the Hague Conference website 

<www.hcch.net>.  

http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=text.display&tid=37
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The participants thanked the European Commission for its financial support of the e-APP for Europe 

project. 

The participants unanimously adopted the following Conclusions & Recommendations: 

Taking Stock of the Apostille Convention and Considering its Future Direction  

1. The participants noted the invaluable and ongoing contribution of the Apostille Convention to 

the international circulation of public documents and the important advantages it brings to individuals 

and businesses in the course of their cross-border movements and activities. 

2. The benefits of the Apostille Convention are further supported by the fact that the number of 

Contracting States keeps growing at a considerable rate, with two-thirds of the current Contracting 

States joining in the last 25 years, and almost 40 States becoming party in the last decade alone. The 

participants welcomed in particular the growing interest in the Apostille Convention among States in 

regions that are currently under-represented among Contracting States, such as the Middle East, 

Southeast Asia and East Africa. 

3. The participants also noted that the Apostille Convention has been shown to assist States in 

establishing conditions more amenable to foreign investment and international trade. In particular, the 

participants noted with interest the 2010 report of the World Bank entitled Investing Across Borders, 

which surveys foreign direct investment regulation across 87 economies, and which acknowledges the 

positive impact of the Apostille Convention on the ability of companies to start up foreign businesses. 

4. The participants confirmed that neither the spirit nor the letter of the Apostille Convention 

constitutes an obstacle to the usage of modern technology and that the secure and effective operation 

of the Apostille Convention are enhanced by relying on such technology. 

5. Bearing in mind the work of the European Commission on the free movement of public 

documents within the Union, the participants considered the benefits of the  

e-APP as an alternative to abolishing formalities relating to the production in one Member State of 

public documents executed in another. Whatever the final outcome of this work, the Apostille 

Convention remains an anchor point for the cross-border transmission of public documents and in any 

event, will continue to be relevant for public documents executed within a Member State of the 

European Union bound for Contracting States outside the Union. 

6. The participants recalled the important role of Competent Authorities designated by Contracting 

States under the Apostille Convention, and emphasised that its success is dependent on the diligent 

and proper performance of their functions. The participants noted the importance of effective 

co-operation between Competent Authorities to address practical issues. They also noted the 

significant impact of regular Special Commissions at the Hague Conference to review the practical 

operation of the Apostille Convention,
4
 as well as the monitoring efforts of the Permanent Bureau, on 

ensuring the effective operation of the Convention.  

7. The participants observed that the Apostille system is constantly evolving, with Contracting 

States reorganising their Competent Authorities and developing new ways to improve access to 

Apostille services. The participants noted, for instance, that since 2010, France has been considering 

the operation of its Apostille system, and the potential for modernising how Apostilles are processed, 

at the national level.  

                                                 
4 Such Special Commissions were held in 2003 and in 2009; the next will take place in October 2012. The Conclusions and 

Recommendations of past Special Commissions are available on the “Apostille Section” of the Hague Conference website . 

http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=text.display&tid=37
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Third Regional Meeting on the e-APP for Europe project 

e-APP in general 

8. The participants noted the rapid growth in Europe and the Americas in the number of 

jurisdictions that have implemented one or both of the components of the e-APP,
5
 and the continued 

interest of other jurisdictions to join. Participants further noted that some jurisdictions have modified 

existing e-Registers to make them fully e-APP compliant. Participants also noted with interest that 

new Contracting States are increasingly taking the e-APP into account in their efforts to join the 

Apostille Convention. 

9. The participants strongly reaffirmed common Conclusion & Recommendation No 1 of the 

Helsinki and Prague meetings, which encourages Contracting States to actively consider implementing 

the e-APP as an effective tool to further enhance the secure and effective operation of the Apostille 

Convention.  

e-APP for Europe project 

10. The participants congratulated the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference and the Ministry 

of Justice of Spain as the main partners, as well as the Ministries of Justice of the Czech Republic, 

Finland and France as associate partners, for achieving the three objectives of the e-APP for Europe 

project within the projected 18-month period.
6
  

11. In view of the limited duration of the e-APP for Europe project, the participants expressed their 

appreciation to the Ministry of Justice of Spain for its offer to put the technology and experience it has 

acquired in developing the Spanish e-APP system at the disposal of any interested State (see also 

para. 17). 

12. The participants acknowledged the benefits that further financial support would bring to the 

ongoing exchange of experiences, and the implementation of existing models such as the Spanish e-

APP system, in the various jurisdictions. 

The implementation of the e-APP in Spain 

13. The participants noted that implementation of the Spanish e-APP system, which consists of a 

centralised e-Register and the nationwide issuance of e-Apostilles, has almost been finalised in Spain. 

Out of the 44 Competent Authorities, 36 have already implemented the new system and the remaining 

authorities are expected to join very soon. By the end of September 2011, Spanish authorities have 

issued more than 50,000 Apostilles using the new system (of which almost 4,000 are e-Apostilles). It 

is expected that the number of e-Apostilles issued by the Spanish authorities will rise as more and 

more public documents are being issued in electronic form. It should be noted that e-Apostilles issued 

using the new system have been accepted without difficulty in most States Parties. The General 

Council of Notaries is currently taking the necessary steps to join the e-Register component. 

                                                 
5 As of October 2011, approximately 60 Competent Authorities in the following 12 Contacting States have implemented one 

or both of the e-APP components in all or in part of their territory: Andorra, Belgium, Bulgaria, Colombia, Dominican 

Republic, Georgia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Republic of Moldova, Spain and the United States of America. An up-to-

date implementation chart is available on the “Apostille Section” of the Hague Conference website. 
6 The e-APP for Europe project is part of the general e-APP launched in 2006 by the Hague Conference on Private 

International Law and the National Notary Association of the United States of America. In May 2010, the Permanent 

Bureau of the Hague Conference received a grant from the European Commission to undertake the e-APP for Europe 

project with the Ministry of Justice of Spain as a partner, and the Ministries of Justice of Finland, the Czech Republic and 

France as associate partners. This 18-month project includes, in particular: 1) holding of the 6th International Forum on 

the e-APP (which took place on 29 and 30 June 2010); 2) development and implementation of an e-APP system in Spain; 

and 3) the holding of three regional meetings across Europe (in Helsinki, Prague, and Paris) to encourage all participating 

States to implement the e-APP, in particular e-Registers.  

 For more information on the e-APP in general, and the e-APP for Europe project, see the “Apostille Section” of the Hague 

Conference website. 

http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=text.display&tid=37
http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=text.display&tid=37
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14. The participants also noted that in response to feedback provided by Spanish Competent 

Authorities, a number of adjustments have been made to the Spanish e-APP system to further adapt it 

to their needs. Further improvements are expected to be made to the new system in the near future. 

15. The participants welcomed the English version of the section of the “Sede electronica” of the 

Ministry of Justice website, which allows e-Apostilles to be downloaded by the applicant and 

Apostilles to be verified by the recipient. The participants also noted that the guidelines developed by 

the Ministry of Justice to assist applicants and recipients of Apostilles have been translated into French 

and Russian.  

Exportability of the Spanish e-APP system  

16. The participants noted with great interest that the final version of the memorandum on technical 

aspects of the exportability of the new Spanish e-APP system is available in English, French and 

Spanish on the “Apostille Section” of the Hague Conference website. The participants also noted that 

the user interface of the new system, the user manual, and the Ministerial Order No JUS/1207/2011 of 

4 May 2011 regulating the e-Register and the procedure for issuing paper and e-Apostilles under the 

new system, will also be available soon in English and French. 

17. Participants noted with great interest the offer by Spain to put the Spanish e-APP software at the 

disposal of any interested State, as well as relevant technical documentation. The Spanish e-APP 

system is composed of software developed by the Ministry of Justice of Spain as well as existing open 

source components. It also relies on a number of commercial components, chosen due to institutional 

requirements of the Ministry of Justice. The software developed by the Ministry of Justice, together 

with its open source components will be distributed free of charge under the European Union Public 

Licence. Interested States will need to purchase the commercial components used in the Spanish 

system or, based on the technical documentation on the exportability of the Spanish system, replace 

these components with other open source or commercial components of their choice.  

7th
 
International Forum on the e-APP 

18. The participants welcomed the announcement that the 7th International Forum on the e-APP 

will be jointly organised by the Ministry of Transportation of Turkey and the IT Law Institute of 

İstanbul Bilgi University, in co-operation with the Permanent Bureau, and will take place in Izmir, 

Turkey, in June 2012. The participants thanked the Turkish organisers for their efforts in ensuring the 

continuation of this important series of international events. Further details will be made available in 

2012. 

Final Conclusions 

19. The participants noted that notwithstanding the passage of 50 years since its conclusion, the 

Apostille Convention remains as relevant as ever to the production of public documents abroad.  

20. The participants confirmed the e-APP as a practical and useful application of modern 

technologies to the secure and effective operation of the Apostille Convention. They concluded that 

the e-APP enables the Convention to continue to grow from strength to strength.  

21. Moreover, the participants noted that the e-APP for Europe project has not only succeeded in 

producing a highly advanced e-APP model, but has facilitated dialogue among States that have 

expressed interest in the e-APP. In this regard, the participants observed with satisfaction that a 

majority of Members States of the European Union have participated in at least one of the events 

organised as part of the project. The participants concluded that the e-APP for Europe project has been 

a success and expressed their hope that its effects will be carried forward. 

 

https://sede.mjusticia.gob.es/cs/Satellite/Sede/es/1215197869883/DetalleInicio.html
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LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS / LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
AUTRICHE/AUSTRIA 

 

1. Adalbert BICSERDY, Official 
 Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs 
 
BELGIQUE/BELGIUM 
 
2. Julie REMY, Attachée, Chef du service légalisation 
 SPF Affaires étrangères service C2.1 

 Commerce extérieur et coopération au développement 
 
BERMUDES/BERMUDA 
 
3. Dean PARRIS, Project Manager 
 Government of Bermuda 

 
4. Tenia WOOLRIDGE, Assistant Parliamentary Registrar 

 Parliamentary Registry 
 
CANADA 
 
5. John GREGORY, General Counsel 

 Ministry of the Attorney General 
 
CHILI/CHILE 
 
6. Patricio BRICKLE, First Secretary  
 Embassy of Chile in France 
 

CHINE, RÉPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DE / CHINA, PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
 
7. Lung Yan WONG, Secretary for Justice 
 Government of the Hong Kong  
 Special Administrative Region (SAR) 

 

8. Shuk Ching Mary CHOW, Special Representative for 
 Hong Kong Economic and Trade Affairs to the European Union 
 Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Brussels 
 
9. Shuk Yee Hinny LAM, Deputy Representative 
 Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Brussels 
 

10. Ion Chi LEONG, Press Secretary to Secretary for Justice 
 Department of Justice 
 Government of the Hong Kong SAR 
 
11. Wan Pun LUNG, Avocat  
 Traités et lois 
 Government of the Hong Kong SAR 

 

12. Wai Wing Gary POON, Administrative Assistant to Secretary for Justice 
 Department of Justice 
 Government of the Hong Kong SAR 
 
13. Linda SANSBURY, Information Officer 

 Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Brussels 
 
14. Tsui Ping YEUNG, Assistant Representative 
 Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Brussels 
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COSTA RICA 
 
15. Alexander PEÑARANDA, Ministre conseiller et Consul général 

 Ambassade du Costa Rica en France 

 
16. Michel CHARTIER, Ministre Conseiller  
 Ambassade du Costa Rica en France 
 
17. Daniela MORA QUIROS, Assistante consulaire 
 Ambassade du Costa Rica en France 
 

CROATIE/CROATIA 
 
18. Tina CELCIC, Senior Advisor 
 Mutual legal assistance in civil matters  
 Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Croatia 
 

19. Vesna TOMLJENOVIC, Head of Department 
 for International and European Private Law 

 Faculty of Law of University of Rijeka 
 
ESPAGNE/SPAIN 
 
20. César BELDA CASANOVA, Notary- IT 

 Director of Spanish Notaries  
 Consejo General del Notariado español 
 
21. Alegría BORRÁS, Professeur de droit international privé  
 Faculté de Droit, Université de Barcelone  
 
22. Juan Ignacio CABO PAN, Subdirector General for 

 Administrative Information and General Inspection of Services 
 Ministry of Justice 
 
23. Palmira DELGADO MARTÍN, Notary 
 International Relations 

 Consejo General del Notariado español 

 
24. José Luis HERNANDEZ CARRIÓN, Chief of Innovation Area 
 Subdirectorate-General New Technologies of Justice 
 Ministry of Justice 
 
25. Felix MARTIN GORDO, Deputy Subdirector-General 
 New Technologies of Justice  

 Ministry of Justice 
 
26. Javier PARRA GARCÍA, Chancellor Secretary 
 Superior Court of Justice Murcia  
 Technological Innovation, Ministry of Justice 
 
ÉTATS-UNIS D’AMÉRIQUE/UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 

27. William FRITZLEN, Attorney Adviser 
 U.S. Department of State 
 
FINLANDE/FINLAND 
 

28. Paula OJANIEMI, District registrar 
 Local Register Office of Helsinki 
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FRANCE 
 
29. Michel MERCIER, Garde des Sceaux, Ministre de la Justice 

 Ministère de la Justice et des Libertés 

 
30. Jean-Pierre ANCEL, Président d'honneur 
 de la première chambre 
 Cour de Cassation 
 
31. Aude AB-DER-ALDEN, Sous-directrice du droit économique 
 Direction des Affaires civiles et du Sceau 

 Ministère de la Justice et des Libertés 
 
32. Jean-François BAUVIN, Vice-président 
 Chambre nationale des Affaires civiles et du Sceau 
 Ministèrehuissiers de la Justice et des Libertés 
 

33. Clémentine BLANC, Chef du Bureau  
 de l'entraide civile et commerciale internationale 

 Direction des Affaires civiles et du Sceau 
 Ministère de la Justice et des Libertés 
 
34. Catherine BROUARD-GALLET, Directrice adjointe 
 des Affaires civiles et du Sceau 

 Direction des Affaires civiles et du Sceau 
 Ministère de la Justice et des Libertés 
 
35. Pierre CALLE, Professeur de Droit 
 Université de Caen 
 
36. Marie-Caroline CELEYRON-BOUILLOT, Chargée de mission, point de contact du 

 réseau judiciaire en matière civile et commerciale 
 Direction des Affaires civiles et du Sceau 
 Ministère de la Justice et des Libertés 
 
37. Nicole COCHET, Chargée de mission pour le droit communautaire et international 

 Direction des Affaires civiles et du Sceau 

 Ministère de la Justice et des Libertés 
 
38. Olivier COUSTOU 
 Conseil supérieur du notariat 
 Membre du Bureau du CSN 
 
39. François FALLETTI, Procureur général 

 Cour d'appel de Paris  
 
40. Philippe GOSSELIN, Avocat Général  
 Cour d'appel de Douai 
 
41. Jean-Marie HUET, Procureur Général 
 Cour d'appel d'Aix en Provence 

 

42. Ankeara KALY, Adjointe au chef du bureau du droit des personnes et de la famille 
 Direction des Affaires civiles et du Sceau 
 Ministère de la Justice et des Libertés 
 
43. Vincent LAMANDA, Premier Président 

 Cour de Cassation 
 
44. Didier LEFEVRE, Conseiller technique 
 Conseil supérieur du notariat 
 
45. Michel LERNOUT,  
 Cour d'appel de Paris 

 
46. Claude MARIN, Procureur général 
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 Cour de Cassation 
 
47. Gabriel MECARELLI, Directeur du département juridique 

 Chambre nationale des huissiers de Justice 

 
48. Jocelyne PALENNE, Magistrat 
 Ministère de la Justice et des Libertés 
 
49. Sébastien PIEVE, Substitut du Procureur général 
 chargé du Secrétariat général 
 Cour d'appel d'Amiens 

 
50. Mariel REVILLARD, Notaire 
  
 
51. Benoit RENAUD, Président 
 Conseil supérieur du notariat 

 
52. Michel RISPE, Inspecteur des Services Judiciaires 

 Inspection des Services Judiciaires 
 
53. Alain ROBERT, Secrétaire général adjoint  
 Affaires juridiques 
 Chambre des Notaires de Paris 

 
54. Patrick SANNINO, Trésorier 
 Chambre nationale des huissiers de Justice 
 
55. Laurent VALLEE, Directeur des Affaires civiles et du Sceau 
 Direction des Affaires civiles et du Sceau  
 Ministère de la Justice et des Libertés 

 
GÉORGIE/GEORGIA 
 
56. Tamar BAKHUTASHVILI, Translator of Apostille and legalization group 
 Service Agency Ministry of Internal Affairs 

 

57. Aleksandre DOLIDZE, Head of License Division 
 Service Agency Ministry of Internal Affairs 
 
58. Lali KALANDADZE, Head of Apostille and Legalisation Division 
 Civil Registry Agency, Ministry of Justice 
 
59. David MATCHARASHVILI, Head of Apostille and Legalization group 

 Service Agency, Ministry of Internal Affairs 
 
HONGRIE/HUNGARY 
 
60. Császti FERENC, Vice-président  
 Chambre nationale des huissiers de justice de Hongrie 
 

61. Eszter GYIMOTHY, Lawyer, Legal department 

 Hungarian National Chamber of Civil-Law Notaries 
 
62. Gyongyi HORVATH, Executive Manager  
 Hungarian National Chamber of Civil-Law Notaries 
 

63. Krisztina MESZAROS, Lawyer  
 Legal department, Chamber of Notaries 
 
64. Viktor RAK, Lawyer 
 Legal Department, Chamber of Notaries 
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65. Kristof SZECSENYI-NAGY, Head of Legal Department 
 Hungarian National Chamber of Civil-Law Notaries 

 

ITALIE/ITALY 
 
66. Ugo BECHINI, Notaire 
 Membre du Consiglio Nazionale del Notariato d'Italie (CNN) 
 
LETTONIE/LATVIA 
 

67. Sandra BELTE, Attachée aux affaires consulaires 
 Ambassade de Lettonie en France 
 
LITUANIE/LITHUANIA 
 
68. Rasa MIKUCKAITE, Consule 

 Ambassade de Lituanie en France 
 

MEXIQUE/MEXICO 
 
69. María Noemí HERNÁNDEZ TÉLLEZ, Chargée de la Section consulaire 
 Embassy of Mexico in France 
 

PÉROU/PÉRU 
 
70. Jorge Antonio MÉNDEZ TORRES- LLOSA, Director of Consular Politics 
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
PHILIPPINES 
 

71. Winston Dean ALMEDA, Vice Consul 
 Embassy of the Philippines to France 
 
PORTUGAL 
 

72. Carlos SOUSA MENDES, General Secretary  

 Procuradoria-Geral da República de Portugal 
 
RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE/CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
73. Pavla BELLONOVA, Head of the International Private Law Unit 
 International Department for Civil Matters 
 Ministry of Justice 

 
74. Zuzana FISEROVA, Director of the International Department for Civil Matters 
 Ministry of Justice 
 
ROUMANIE/ROMANIA 
 
75. Elena CHERA, Legal Councellor 

 Ministry of Administration and Interior 

 
ROYAUME-UNI/UNITED KINGDOM 
 
76. Michael LIGHTOWLER, Vice-President 
 Notaries Society of England and Wales 

 
77. Angela SLATER, Head of the Legalisation Office 
 Foreign & Commonwealth Office, London 
 
SAINT-KITTS-ET-NEVIS/SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS 
 
78. Kevin ISAAC, High Commissioner  

 Saint Kitts and Nevis High Commission 
 



vi 

 
SLOVAQUIE/SLOVAKIA 
 
79. Radova BARAN, Conseiller d’État  

 Ministry of Justice 

 
80. Daniel BEDNÁR, Legal Advisor 
 Ministry of Defence 
 
81. Dominika SLANÁ, Consellor 
 Ministry of Justice 
 

TURQUIE/TURKEY 
 
82. Nihan ÇETIN, Attaché 
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
83. Gökhan KURTOGLU, Second Secretary  

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 

UNION EUROPÉENNE / EUROPEAN UNION 
 
84. Nivio RINGOU, Responsable adjoint d'unité 
 Direction générale de la Justice 
 Commission européenne 

 
CONFÉRENCE DE LA HAYE DE DROIT INTERNATIONAL PRIVÉ 
HAGUE CONFERENCE ON PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW (HCCH) 
 
85. Hans VAN LOON, Secrétaire général 
 Bureau Permanent, Pays-Bas 
 

86. Christophe BERNASCONI, Secrétaire général adjoint 
 Bureau Permanent, Pays-Bas 
 
87. Mayela CELIS, Collaboratrice juridique senior 
 Bureau Permanent, Pays-Bas 

 

88. Alexander KUNZELMANN, Collaborateur juridique 
 Bureau Permanent, Pays-Bas 
 
89. Véronique MOUTOT, stagiaire 
 Bureau Permanent, Pays-Bas 
 
PROJET DE L’E-APP POUR L’EUROPE/e-APP FOR EUROPE PROJECT 

 
90. Lucía PRIETO RIOS, Project Manager 
 e-APP for Europe project, Spain 
 
OBSERVATEURS/OBSERVER 
 
91. Lydie DROZ-BRANS 

 

 
92. Paul LAGARDE, Professeur émérite 
 
 
93. Militza RUHL 

 
 
94. Oscar SAMARIO, Student Master 
 Autonomous University of Morelos/  
 University Carlos III 
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INTERPRÈTES/INTERPRETERS 
 
95. Nathalie BADETZ, interprète français /anglais 

 

96. Ellie CALMELS, interprète français /anglais 
 
97. Charles SPEED, interprète français /anglais 
 
98. Karine TWIDLE, interprète français /anglais 
 

 

 


