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Repository of Studies and Other Sources 
on the Financial Aspects of Intercountry Adoption  
The objective of this document is to compile a list with links to the different studies and other sources done by States, international organisations and academia on the financial aspects of intercountry adoption, as suggested by the Working Group on the Financial Aspects of Intercountry Adoption at its June 2023 meeting.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  	“Report of the first meeting of the Working Group on the Financial Aspects of Intercountry Adoption (June 2023) – Aide‑mémoire”, Prel. Doc. No 8A July 2023 for CGAP 2024 (available on the HCCH website (www.hcch.net) under “Adoption Section” => “Working Group on the Financial Aspects of Intercountry Adoption”), para. 19.] 

Please note that while some of the studies and sources presented in this repository are limited to covering the matter of the financial aspects of intercountry adoption only, some other studies and sources have a broader scope but do include a section or chapter on the matter of the financial aspects of intercountry adoption. Some other studies and sources were included because of the connection they establish between the funding of child’s institutions in general with donations, contributions and cooperation projects taking place in intercountry adoption.
Please note that the views expressed in the studies and sources referenced in this Repository are those of the respective authors and/or editors, and do not reflect the views of the HCCH.
The Repository should be updated on an annual basis at the initiative of the PB through its annual communications with Central Authorities. States may share with the PB any new study or other source they may be aware of or may use in their daily work. 
Documents to be included in the Repository should be submitted by HCCH Members, Contracting Parties to the 1993 Adoption Convention and / or HCCH Observers. The documents to be listed in the Repository should refer, in whole or at least in part, to the financial aspects of intercountry adoption. They should originate from public authorities, independent committees, intergovernmental or non-governmental organisations, as well as academics. Any HCCH Member may contact the PB if it considers that any document mentioned in the Repository does not meet these standards.
To the extent that those submitting the documents are able to do so, a translation or summary in one of the official languages of the HCCH should be provided.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  	Should such a translation or summary not be available, the use of automatic tool may facilitate the translation of the source in a language understood by the interested State or party.] 

Studies and other sources by States 
Belgium 
Expert panel of intercountry adoption, Eindrapport (Report), August 2021: 
· Dutch version
· English translation: upon request to the PB
Denmark  
Ankestyrelsen, Adoptionsformidlingen fra Sydkorea til Danmark i 1970’erne og 1980’erne (The adoption from South Korea to Denmark in the 1970s and 1980s), January 2024 (in Danish only)

France  
Interministerial inspection mission on illegal practices in international adoption in France, Rapport définitif (Final report), October 2023 (in French only)
Netherlands
Committee investigating intercountry adoption, Rapport (Report), February 2021: 
· Dutch version
· English translation (unofficial): upon request to the PB
Committee investigating intercountry adoption, Consideration, Analysis, Conclusions, Recommendations and Summary, February 2021
Norway
Committee for the Investigation of Inter-country Adoption to Norway, Soundness, Risk, and Trust: An Investigation of Inter-country Adoption to Norway, June 2026:
· Norwegian version
· English translation (of the Executive Summary only)
Bufdir, Vurdering av midlertidig stans av utenlandsadopsjon (Assessment of temporary suspension of foreign adoption), Recommendation to the Ministry of Children and Family Affairs, January 2024 (in Norwegian only)
Switzerland  
Swiss Expert Group “International Adoption”, Schlussbericht Zu Handen des Bundesamtes für Justiz (Final report for the attention of the Federal Office of Justice), Juin 2024
· German version
· French translation (of Chapter 3 and the recommendations only)
Studies and other sources by international intergovernmental organisations and regional organisations
Hague Conference on Private International Law (HCCH) Publications
HCCH, Toolkit for Preventing and Addressing Illicit Practices in Intercountry Adoption, June 2023
HCCH, Accreditation and Adoption Accredited Bodies: General Principles and Guide to Good Practice, Guide No. 2, January 2012
HCCH, The Implementation and Operation of the 1993 Hague Intercountry Adoption Convention: Guide to Good Practice, Guide No. 1, August 2008
Hans Van Loon, Report on Intercountry Adoption (Van Loon Report), April 1990
HCCH Special Commission meetings (documents prepared by external experts and observers)
David Smolin, Abduction, sale and traffic in children in the context of intercountry adoption, Information Document No 1, June 2010
Benyam D. Mezmur, The Sins of the “Saviours”: Child Trafficking in the Context of Intercountry Adoption in Africa, Information Document No 2, June 2010
ISS/IRC, The Grey Zones of Intercountry Adoption, Information Document No 6, June 2010
ISS/IRC, Evaluation of the practical Operation of The Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of inter-country Adoption, 2005
UNICEF
Nigel Cantwell, UNICEF Office of Research, The Best Interests of the Child in Intercountry Adoption, July 2014
UNICEF and Terre des Hommes Foundation, Adopting the Rights of the Child: A study on intercountry adoption and its influence on child protection in Nepal, August 2008
UNICEF International Child Development Centre, the Innocenti Digest No. 4, Intercountry Adoption, December 1998
United Nations Human Rights Treaty Bodies & United Nations Human Rights Special Procedures
United Nations Human Rights Treaty Bodies & United Nations Human Rights Special Procedures, Joint statement on illegal intercountry adoption, September 2022
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Doc. A/HRC/34/55, December 2016
European Union
European Union, Policy Department C: Citizen’s Rights and Constitutional Affairs, International adoption in the European Union, 2009
Studies and other sources by international NGOs and associations 
The African Child Policy Forum (ACPF)
ACPF, Africa: The New Frontier for Intercountry Adoption, June 2012
Defence for Children 
Nigel Cantwell, Defence for Children and Terre des hommes, The sale of children and illegal adoption, November 2017
Hope and Homes for Children
Hope and Homes for Children, supported by UNICEF, Beyond Institutional Care: A roadmap for child protection and care system reforms for governments in Latin America and Caribbean, December 2020
International Social Service / International Reference Center (ISS/IRC)
ISS/IRC, Financial and other support to countries of origin linked to intercountry adoption: A guide for prospective adoptive parent(s), adoptive families and older adoptees, 2020
Baglietto C, Cantwell N, Dambach M (Eds.), Responding to illegal adoptions: A professional handbook. Geneva, Switzerland: International Social Service, 2016
ISS/IRC, Manifesto for ethical intercountry adoption, May 2015
ISS/IRC, Investigating The Grey Zones of Intercountry Adoption, January 2012
ISS/IRC, Fact Sheet No 47, Intercountry Adoption: The Financial Aspects, October 2007
Lumos
Lumos, Ending the Institutionalisation of Children Globally – the Time is Now, February 2017
Save the Children 
Save the Children, International Adoption Policy Brief, February 2010
Studies and other sources by academia 
Angers University, TEMOS, France
Yves Denéchère and Fábio Macedo, Historical Study of illicit practices in international adoption in France, Université d’Angers – TEMOS, January 2023
· French version
· English translation (of the introduction and Part 4 only)
Maastricht University, Netherlands 
Elvira Loibl, Child trafficking for adoption purposes: A criminological analysis of the illegal adoption market, October 2019
Zurich University of Applied Sciences (ZHAW), Switzerland 
ZHAW, Hinweise auf illegale Adoptionen von Kindern aus zehn Herkunftsländern in der Schweiz, 1970er bis 1990er-Jahre (Evidence of illegal adoptions of children from ten countries of origin in Switzerland, 1970s to 1990s), Novembre 2023 (in German only; some sections translated into French)
ZHAW, Adoptionen von Kindern aus Sri Lanka in der Schweiz 1973-1997 (Adoptions of children from Sri Lanka in Switzerland, 1973-1997), January 2020 (in German only; summary of the report in French) 
Other studies and sources from Academia
Andrea Abraham, Sabine Bitter, Rita Kesselring, Mother Unknown: Adoption of Children from India in the Swiss Cantons of Zurich and Thurgau, 1973–2002, January 2025
Sai Ramani Garimella and Shivika Choudhary, The Elgar Companion to the Hague Conference on Private International Law, Chapter 14: The 1993 Intercountry Adoption Convention: from gift child to safer adoptions, December 2020
IJzendoorn, M. H., Bakermans-Kranenburg, M. J., Duschinsky, R., Fox, N. A., Goldman, P. S., Gunnar, M. R., Johnson, D. E., Nelson, C. A., Reijman, S., Skinner, G. C. M., Zeanah, C. H., & Sonuga-Barke, E. J. S., Institutionalisation and deinstitutionalisation of children 1: a systematic and integrative review of evidence regarding effects on development, The Lancet. Psychiatry, 7(8), 703-72, August 2020
David M. Smolin, Child laundering: How the intercountry adoption system legitimizes and  incentivizes the practices of buying, trafficking, kidnaping, and stealing children, 2006
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