GOVERNMENT OF ROMANIA

NATIONAL AUTHORITY FOR CHILD PROTECTION AND ADOPTION

Bulevardul Magheru nr. 7, Sector  Bucuresti; Tel: 40-1 310 07 89; Fax: 40- 31274 74
August 15, 2001

No. Cab/7577

Your Excellency,

We would like to bring to your attention few clarifications regarding the
situation of international adoptions in Romania, an issue of high importance both for
us and for our international partners.

During its meeting of June 21%, the Romanian Committee for Adoptions
decided to suspend for a year the receiving of adoption requests formulated by a
foreign family (Decision 55/21.06.200, see annex). "his measure was necessary
since the Romanian authorities are currently working to set up a new legislative
framework regarding the protection of children’s rights in general, which will include
the stipulations regarding adoption in Romania. Since this complex legal process will
take some time, we can not, unfortunately, specify a date when international
adoptions in Romania will start again. However, it is extremely important to mention
that the new law will consider international adoption, as a measure of child
protection, only in those situations when, after a thorough investigation, it will be

proved that a domestic solution, in the best interest of the child, could not be found.

H.E. Mr. Hans van Loon
Secretary General of the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Convention on Private

International Law
The Hague, Netherlands



Consequently, the Romanian authorities will consider and analyze only the
adoption files registered before December 14™ 2000. At this date, the Romanian
Committee for Adoptions assigned the private foundations with the last tasks to
identify a suitable family for the adoptable children in Romania.

We would like to add that we asked the Embassies of the EU countries and of
the US and Canada, accredited in Bucharest, to inform the families in their countries
who are interested in adopting a child from Romania about the latest developments
and to advise them not to submit any new adoption request until the new law comes
into force and the new adoption system is fully implemented.

We thank you for the support and stay at your disposal with any other
clarifications you might need.

Please accept, your Excellency, the assurance of our highest consideration.

Gabriela Coman,

Secretary of State,
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Hotarare nr. 55

Cu privire la suspendarea inregistririi cererilor de adoptie ale persoanelor sau
familiilor de cetiteni striini

fn temeiul art. 9 din H.G.R. 502/1997, Comitetul Roman pentru Adoptii hotaraste:

Art. 1: Incepand cu data prezentei hotirari, se suspendd, pe o perioadd de un an,
primirea cererilor de adoptie ale persoanelor sau familiilor de cetateni straini care doresc
sa adopte copii din Romaénia.

Art. 2: Prevederile art. 1 nu afecteazi procedurile legale privind repartitiile emise de
Comitetul Romén pentru Adoptii pani la data de 14 decembrie 2000.
Aceste cazuri vor fi definitivate conform prevederilor legale.

Art.3: Prezenta hotirire se comunicd Comisiilor pentru Protectia Copilului din judete i
sectoarele Municipiului Bucuresti, Serviciilor Publice Specializate §i Organismelor
Private Autorizate si desfisoare activitifi in domeniul protectiei copilului prin adoptie.

Art.4: Prezenta hotdrare a fost adoptatd in sedm;a Comitetului Romén pentru Adoptii
din 21 iunie 2001

Presedintele Comitetului Romén pentru Adoptii




