o >\“ HCCH

MARCH 2021

Connecter Protéger Coopérer Depuls 1843

PREL. DOC. NO 2B Connocting Protocting Coaporaing Since 1953

Report of the Experts’ Group on the Parentage / Surrogacy

Title . .
Project (meeting from 15 to 17 February 2021)
Document Prel. Doc. No 2B of February 2021
Author Experts’ Group on the Parentage / Surrogacy Project
Agenda Item Iltem 111.2
Mandate(s) C&D Nos 5-9 of CGAP 2020
Objective To report on the eighth meeting of the Experts’ Group

For Decision
For Approval ]

Action to be Taken For Discussion ]
For Action/Completion [
For Information ]

Annex List of participants of the eighth meeting of the Experts’
Group on the Parentage / Surrogacy Project
- Prel. Docs Nos 3A of February 2015, 3B and 3C of March 2014 and C&R No 5 of
CGAP 2015

- Prel. Doc. No 3 of February 2016 and C&R No 15 of CGAP 2016
- Prel. Doc. No 2 of February 2017 and C&R Nos 8-10 of CGAP 2017

Related Documents - Prel. Doc. No 2 of February 2018 and C&R Nos 6-7 of CGAP 2018
- Prel. Docs Nos 2A of October 2018, 2B of February 2019 and C&R Nos 7-12 of

CGAP 2019

- Prel. Doc. No 2 of November 2019 and C&D Nos 5-9 of CGAP 2020
- Prel. Doc No 2 of October 2020

Hague Conference on Private International Law Conférence de La Haye de droit international privé
secretariat@hcch.net www.hcch.net
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) Bureau régional pour I'Asie et le Pacifique (BRAP)
Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (ROLAC) Bureau régional pour I’Amérique latine et les Caraibes (BRALC)



mailto:secretariat@hcch.net
http://www.hcch.net/

1

Report of the Experts’ Group on the Parentage / Surrogacy
Project (meeting from 15 to 17 February 2021)

Introduction

From 15 to 17 February 2021, the Experts’ Group on the Parentage / Surrogacy Project (EG) met
via videoconference. This eighth meeting of the EG was attended by 29 experts, two Observers and
members of the Permanent Bureau (PB) of the HCCH. The experts represented 22 Member States
from various regions and one Regional Economic Integration Organisation. The list of participants
is included as an Annex.

At its 2020 meeting, the Council on General Affairs and Policy (CGAP) endorsed the continuation of
the work of the EG and requested that a short update on progress be presented at the 2021 CGAP
meeting and a full report be provided at the 2022 CGAP meeting.

The EG discussed what should be the focus of its work at its next meeting(s) in order to prepare its
final report to CGAP on the feasibility of a possible future general private international law
instrument on legal parentage (the Convention) and the feasibility of a separate possible future
protocol with private international law rules on legal parentage established as a result of an
international surrogacy arrangement (the Protocol).

Taking into account the difficulties of having meaningful discussions on many of the outstanding
issues! when experts are participating online from very different time zones, the Group was of the
view that it is necessary to have an in-person meeting in order to prepare its final report to be
submitted to CGAP. In addition, intersessional work, through several shorter online meetings of the
Group as well as the continued use of subgroups, could be organised in order to advance the work
in preparation for the in-person meeting.

Conclusions and Recommendations

In light of the above, and considering that it might not be possible for many of the experts to travel
before 2022, the EG recommends to CGAP that its mandate is extended for one more year in order
to allow the EG to be able to continue intersessional work and convene several short online
meetings as well as at least one in-person meeting, before submitting its final report to CGAP in
2023.

See Prel. Doc. 2A of October 2020 for the attention of CGAP 2021.
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