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[bookmark: _Toc236067985]Introduction 
[bookmark: _Ref357085848]The Tables on the Financial Aspects of Intercountry Adoption (Tables on the Financial Aspects or Tables) are designed to increase transparency by compiling the available information on the costs of intercountry adoption in States of origin and receiving States. 
The Tables were originally drafted in 2014 and were updated in 2024 to take into account the difficulty for Federal States and States with many adoption accredited bodies (AABs) to complete these Tables. These updated Tables are thus intended for use by all States, including Federal States and States with many AABs.
[bookmark: _Ref227965316]The Tables do not aim to provide prospective adoptive parents (PAPs) or other actors with a definitive, “total cost” for an intercountry adoption. Rather, they aim to be a reference point for PAPs and other actors to identify if the costs[footnoteRef:2] which they encounter in the State of origin and the receiving State are of the nature and within the range provided in the Tables.  [2: All HCCH documents mentioned in this document are available on the HCCH website (www.hcch.net) under “Adoption Section”.
 	For a definition of the term “costs” in the context of intercountry adoption, see HCCH, Note on the Financial Aspects of Intercountry Adoption (Note), 2026.] 

[bookmark: _Ref375138993]The Tables also include information about the “contributions”[footnoteRef:3] which may be demanded from PAPs by certain States of origin or AABs in the context of an intercountry adoption. Such contributions should not be considered as “costs” of an intercountry adoption since they are distinct from the real or actual costs of the adoption procedure (i.e., they are distinct from the cost of providing all the services necessary in the receiving State and the State of origin to complete each particular adoption). Nevertheless, to reflect the current practice of some States,[footnoteRef:4] they have been included in the Tables.  [3:  	For a definition of the term “contribution” in the context of intercountry adoption, see ibid. See also Chapter 6 of the Note regarding the problems and recommendations associated with “contributions”.]  [4:  	See HCCH, Accreditation and Adoption Accredited Bodies: General Principles and Guide to Good Practice, Guide No. 2, para. 432. ] 

[bookmark: _Toc236067986]Instructions for completion of the Tables
States may complete the Tables to provide information on the estimated costs and contributions associated with an intercountry adoption in the relevant State of origin or receiving State. 
States of origin may complete Section “Tables SO”.
Receiving States may complete Section “Tables RS”. 
States that are both States of origin and receiving States may complete both sections Tables.
Column “Service”: Please use the space in this column to specify the type of service offered. The [Other Costs] category should be used to add any service not previously listed in the column. Please be as specific as possible.
Column “Service Description: Please use the space in this column to provide a brief description of the service offered.
Column “Charged by”: For each service, please select the type of authority that best corresponds. 
[bookmark: _Ref167786515]Column “Amount (Range) [Currency]”: For each service, please indicate: 
the currency: please indicate the local currency applicable in your State. If you wish, you may also include a conversion of the local amount to Euros or in United States dollars (with the date at which the conversion was done). 
the range (minimum to maximum) that is charged for each service: You may use “free” when the service is provided free of charge, “not applicable” when the service is not provided, or “unknown” when the information is not yet available. If, in Federal States or States with many AABs, the range of costs varies significantly between regions or AABs, an annex may be included, detailing the applicable costs for each region or AAB. 
Column “Any other comments”: For each service, please add any other relevant comments. 
If some of the Tables are irrelevant to a State (e.g., because a receiving State has no AAB and thus does not need to complete the Table on the costs for AABs), that State may decide to delete these Tables.
Abbreviations used
(CAN) 	Central Authority National
(CAR)	 	Central Authority Regional[footnoteRef:5] [5:  	“Regional” is understood as including Provincial and / or Territorial, depending on the terminology used in Federal States.] 

(PA) 		Public Authority
(CT) 		Court or Tribunal
(AAB SO) 	Adoption Accredited Body of the State of origin
(AAB RS) 	Adoption Accredited Body of the receiving State
(AAP SO) 	Adoption Approved (Non-accredited) Person of the State of origin
(AAP RS) 	Adoption Approved (Non-accredited) Person of the receiving State
(OP) 		Other professionals (e.g., lawyer, doctor, translator, interpreter)
(N/A) 		Not applicable – if service is not performed

To allow the PB to extract parts of the Tables for compilation and analysis of the responses, you are kindly requested to use this Word version of the document, and not to return a PDF version of the completed Tables.
You are kindly requested to send your completed Tables to the PB by e-mail to secretariat@hcch.net with the following indication in the subject line of the e-mail: “1993 Adoption Convention – Tables Financial Aspects [name of State]”. 
The PB intends, except where expressly asked not to do so, to upload the responses in its website. Please clearly indicate which responses should not be made public.



	Identification for follow-up purposes:

	NAME of STATE:
	Please insert text here

	Name of Authority / Office: 
	Please insert text here

	Name of contact person: 
	Please insert text here

	E-mail address: 
	Please insert text here

	Telephone number: 
	Please insert text here






[bookmark: _Toc236067987]TABLES ON THE FINANCIAL ASPECTS 
[bookmark: _Toc228131444][bookmark: _Toc236067988]FOR STATES OF ORIGIN 
(Tables SO)
[Please insert the NAME OF YOUR STATE OF ORIGIN here]
DATE when these Tables have last been completed [Please insert the DATE here]
These Tables are intended to provide prospective adoptive parents (PAPs) and other actors involved in the adoption process with an overview of the costs and contributions (see para. 9 on the way to enter the “amount” in the Tables) which may need to be paid in the aforementioned State of origin when undertaking an intercountry adoption from that State. Unless otherwise indicated, the costs listed are for the adoption of ONE child. 
Please note: In order to obtain a comprehensive overview of the costs and contributions which may need to be paid by the PAPs, one will need also to refer to Section Tables RS (costs and contributions to be paid in the receiving State) as completed by the receiving State in which the PAPs habitually reside.
Additional amounts, such as travel costs (which may include airfares and accommodation) may apply (see “travel requirements” section below). However, only general information on this is requested in the Tables, not actual costs. 
	Explanatory Note: Include explanatory information on the State of origin, if required.

	






1. [bookmark: _Toc236067989]COSTS PAID IN STATE OF ORIGIN
	[bookmark: _Hlk144197897]Service
	Service Description
[Add and adjust service description, as needed]
	Charged by
	Amount (Range)
[currency]
	Any other comments

	1. Administrative Application 
	· Administrative services to open a file
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAP SO
☐ PA 
☐ N/A
	
	

	2. Administrative Services
	· Ongoing administrative services to maintain files
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAP SO
☐ PA 
☐ N/A
	
	

	3. Child’s Birth Certificate 
	· Cost to access child’s birth certificate
	☐ PA 
☐ CT
☐ N/A
	
	

	4. Child’s Passport in State of Origin
	· Cost to access child’s new passport
	☐ PA 
☐ N/A
	
	

	5. Medical Services for Child
	· Cost for child’s health examination
	☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	6. [bookmark: _Ref228131156]Child maintenance Costs[footnoteRef:6] [6:  	For further information on child maintenance, see Note (op. cit. note 1), paras 191 to 194, and HCCH, Toolkit for Preventing and Addressing Illicit Practices in Intercountry Adoption (Toolkit Against Illicit Practices), 2023, Fact Sheet 3 “Improper Financial and other Gain”, Box 21:
“Child maintenance can only be “considered a cost of the adoption procedure if the following conditions are met: 
1. it is requested by the State of origin (and not the AAB or the institution); 
2. it is mandatory, fixed, transparent, reasonable (in relation to the actual cost of living in the State of origin) and determined in advance; and 
3.  it only covers the living expenses of the child to be adopted between the matching and entrustment to the PAPs.”
If they do not meet these conditions, they should be considered as contributions.] 

	· Cost for the child maintenance from the time of acceptance of the match until the child leaves the State of origin for entrustment with the PAPs
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP SO
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ OP 
☐ N/A
	
	

	7. Preparation of the Child
	· Cost for the preparation of the child to the adoption (e.g., support, language classes, farewell)
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAP SO
☐ PA 
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	8. Psychological Services for Child 
	· Cost for child to attend psychological assessment and / or counselling
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAP SO
☐ PA 
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	9. Visas for PAPs to Enter State of Origin
	· Cost for PAPs to access a visa to enter the State of origin, if required
	☐ PA
☐ N/A
	
	

	10. Interpretation Services 
	· Cost for an interpreter in the State of origin, if required
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAB RS☐ AAP SO
☐ AAP RS 
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	11. Disbursements 
	· Bank wiring charges and currency conversion costs
· Courier costs
· Costs for translation, notarisation, authentication, and legalisation of all documents
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP SO
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ CT
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	12. Legal Services 
	· Legal services for PAPs to retain a lawyer and finalise the adoption in the State of origin
· Other legal services to finalise the adoption in the State of origin 
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP SO
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ CT
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	13. Child Exit for Emigration 
	· Fees for the child to exit the State of origin
	☐ PA
☐ N/A
	
	

	14. Post-adoption Access to Adoptees’ Information
	· Provide adoptees access to information concerning their origins, in particular information concerning the identity of their birth parents as well as their medical history
· Prepare and provide support to the adoptee and the birth family
· Provide post-adoption search for origins services
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP SO
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ CT
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	 

	15. Other Costs
	· [Any other costs associated with the intercountry adoption to be paid in the State of origin. Add in more rows, as needed.]
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP SO
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ CT
☐ OP
	
	


2. [bookmark: _Toc236067990]CONTRIBUTIONS AND COOPERATION PROJECTS IN STATE OF ORIGIN
	Contributions and cooperation projects
	Purpose [Add and adjust, as needed.]
	Charged by
	Amount (Range)
[currency]
	Any other comments

	16. Contributions and Cooperation Projects Required by State of Origin
	· [Specify the purpose of the contribution / cooperation project.]
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ PA 
☐ N/A
	
	

	17. Contributions Required for Child Maintenance.[footnoteRef:7] [Outlined in the Toolkit for Preventing and Addressing Illicit Practices in Intercountry Adoption.] [7:  	See supra note 5. ] 

	· Contributions required of PAPs for child maintenance from the time of acceptance of the match until the child leaves the State of origin for entrustment with the PAPs
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB SO
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP SO
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ OP 
☐ N/A
	
	

	18. Contributions and Cooperation Projects Required by AAB in State of Origin
	· [Specify the purpose of the contribution / cooperation project.]
	☐ AAB SO 
☐ N/A
	
	


3. [bookmark: _Toc236067991]TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS
	[Please specify if PAPs are required to personally travel to the State of origin and the number of compulsory trips[footnoteRef:8] as well as the minimum number of days which they are required to stay in the State of origin.] [8:  	States should be aware of the psychological trauma to the child which could occur when several trips are made to meet the child before they are finally entrusted to the adoptive parents.] 


	








[bookmark: _Toc236067992]TABLES ON THE FINANCIAL ASPECTS 
[bookmark: _Toc228131449][bookmark: _Toc236067993]FOR RECEIVING STATES 
(Tables RS)
[Please insert the NAME OF YOUR RECEIVING STATE here]
DATE when these Tables have last been completed [Please insert the DATE here]

These Tables are intended to provide prospective adoptive parents (PAPs) and other actors involved in the adoption process with an overview of the costs and contributions (see para. 9 on the way to enter the “amount” in the Tables) which may need to be paid in the aforementioned receiving State when undertaking an intercountry adoption to that State. Unless otherwise indicated, the costs listed are for the adoption of ONE child. 
Please note: To obtain a comprehensive overview of the costs and contributions which may need to be paid by the PAPs, one will need also to refer to Section Tables SO (costs and contributions to be paid in the State of origin) as completed by the State of origin in which the child habitually resides.
Please note: costs which varies from one State of origin to another are better reflected in Section 1.1.2 (COSTS DEPENDENT ON STATE OF ORIGIN).
Additional amounts, such as travel costs (which may include airfares and accommodation) may apply but are not included in these Tables. 
	Explanatory Note: Include explanatory information on the receiving State, if required.

	






1.1. [bookmark: _Toc236067994]GENERAL COSTS TO BE PAID IN THE RECEIVING STATE
	Service
	Service Description
[Add and adjust service description, as needed]
	Charged by
	Amount (Range)
[currency]
	Any other comments

	19. Administrative Application 
	· Provide PAPs with an application form and initial information on the adoption process. 
· Administrative services to open a file.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ N/A
	
	

	20. Administrative Services
	· Ongoing administrative services to maintain files.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ N/A
	
	

	21. Home Study: First Home Study
	· Complete a home study assessment of the PAPs under Article 15 of the Convention to determine if the PAPs are eligible and suitable to adopt.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ N/A
	
	

	22. Home Study: Subsequent Home Study (if required)
	· If PAPs apply to adopt another child after completing an adoption, a subsequent home study assessment will address any change or additional information since the previous home study, including the family’s adjustment to having an adopted child in the home. 
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ N/A
	
	

	23. Home study: Update to Home Study (if required)
	· Update the home study assessment of the PAPs to address any change or additional information since the previous home study or home study update (including, how often updates of home study takes place).
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ N/A
	
	

	24. Adoption Education for PAPs
	· Provide PAPs with education on adoption.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	25. Document Preparation for Dossier
	· Collect documents required by the State of origin for the dossier. 
· [The amount includes the total cost to access documents, including the medical reports, birth certificates, marriage certificates, passports, psychological evaluations, etc.]
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ CT
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	26. Adoption Placement
	· Any costs related to the PAPs’ approval of the child proposal, such as: consultations with medical / psychological professionals, access and review of documentation.
· Presenting the child proposal to the PAPs and providing support and guidance.
· Access further information on the child from the State of origin, if required.
· Notify all parties when the PAPs have accepted or declined the child proposal.
· Provide support and counselling to the PAPs.
· Assist with immigration procedures.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	27. Supervision of Adoption Placement Prior to Granting of Adoption Order in Receiving State
	· Supervise the placement if the adoption finalises in the receiving State.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	28. Legal Services 
	· Legal services for PAPs to retain a lawyer and finalise the adoption in the receiving State, if applicable.
· Other legal services to finalise the adoption in the receiving State.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ CT
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	29. Post-Adoption Report
	· Prepare post-adoption reports to send to the State of origin.
· [The “Amount” indicated in the Table is the cost to prepare each post-adoption report. The total amount for this cost will vary based on the number of post-adoption reports required by the State of origin.]
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	30. Post-Adoption Support
	· Provide post-adoption support services, including assistance with understanding / translation of documents, counselling, and referrals to support services in the community, etc.
· [Specify if costs are charged by the hour or session for post-adoption support services under “Amount”, if applicable.]
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	31. Post-adoption Access to Adoptees’ Information
	· Provide adoptees access to information concerning their origins, in particular information concerning the identity of their birth parents as well as their medical history, including assistance with understanding / translation of documents.
· Provide post-adoption search for origins services.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	32. Other Costs
	· [Any other costs associated with the intercountry adoption to be paid in the receiving State. Add in more rows, as needed.]
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA
☐ CT
☐ OP
	
	


1.2. [bookmark: _Ref211527349][bookmark: _Ref211527355][bookmark: _Ref226537687][bookmark: _Toc236067995]COSTS DEPENDENT ON STATE OF ORIGIN
Costs may or may not be incurred by PAPs, depending on the State of origin where the child resides. Please ensure the costs are reported in either Section Tables SO or Section Tables RS, but not in both section Tables.
	[Name of State of origin 1]

	Service
	Service Description
[Add and adjust service description, as needed]
	Charged by
	Amount (Range)
[currency]
	Any other comments

	33. Program Costs 
	· Total cost to maintain the program in the State of origin. 
· Total cost to pay the representative in the State of origin. 
· Communication costs, including phone, internet, etc. 
· Other administrative costs, including rent, office supplies, etc.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA 
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	34. Disbursements
	· Bank wiring charges and currency conversion costs. 
· Courier costs. 
· Costs for translation, notarisation, authentication, and legalisation of all documents.
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA 
☐ CT 
☐ OP
☐ N/A
	
	

	35. Other Costs
	· [Any other costs associated with the intercountry adoption dependent on the State of origin that the receiving State works with. Add in more rows, as needed.]
	☐ CAN 
☐ CAR
☐ AAB RS
☐ AAP RS
☐ PA 
☐ CT 
☐ OP
	
	


Please note: Complete one Table for each State of origin that your State works with. Add more rows for each AAB in the receiving State if multiple AABs work with the State of origin.
	Contributions and cooperation projects for [Name of State of origin 1]

	Contributions and cooperation projects
	Purpose
[Add and adjust, as needed]
	Charged by
	Amount (Range)
[currency]
	Any other comments

	36. Contributions and Cooperation Projects Required by AAB in Receiving State
	· [Specify the purpose of the contribution / cooperation project.]
	☐ AAB RS
☐ N/A
	
	


Please note: Complete one Table for each State of origin that your State works with. Add more rows for each AAB in the receiving State if multiple AABs work with the State of origin.
1.3. [bookmark: _Toc236067996]FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO PAPs AND AABs
	Service
	Description
[Add and adjust service description, as needed]
	Amount (Range)
[currency]
	Any other comments

	37. Financial Assistance Available to PAPs
	Tax Benefits
	· Financial assistance available through tax benefits.
	
	

	
	Subsidies
	· Financial assistance available through subsidies.
	
	

	
	Allowances
	· Financial assistance available through other allowances. 
	
	

	
	Other
	· [Specify the financial assistance available to PAPs. Add in more rows, as needed.]
	
	

	38. Financial Assistance Available to AABs
	Tax Benefits
	· Financial assistance available through tax benefits.
	
	

	
	Subsidies
	· Financial assistance available through subsidies. 
	
	

	
	Allowances
	· Financial assistance available through other allowances. [Include if the AAB receives an allowance or funding from the Central Authority.]
	
	

	
	Other
	· [Specify the financial assistance available to AABs. Add in more rows, as needed.]
	
	


Please note: Financial assistance includes tax benefits, subsidies, allowances, etc. Add more rows if other types of financial assistance are available.
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