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Questionnaire in preparation of a possible Special Commission meeting on the 2007 Child Support Convention and on the 2007 Maintenance Obligations Protocol – expression of priorities
Introduction
Objectives of the questionnaire
At its March 2025 meeting, the Council on General Affairs and Policy (CGAP) of the Hague Conference on Private International Law (HCCH) mandated the Permanent Bureau (PB) to start preparing the next meeting of the Special Commission (SC) on the practical operation of the Convention of 23 November 2007 on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance (2007 Child Support Convention) and the Protocol of 23 November 2007 on the Law Applicable to Maintenance Obligations (2007 Maintenance Obligations Protocol).[footnoteRef:2] The specific dates of the meeting will be determined in accordance with the full Work Programme of the HCCH and budget implications. [2:  	CGAP 2025, C&D No 30 and 77.] 

In order to commence preparations for a future meeting, a first questionnaire (Prel. Doc No 2 of November 2025) was circulated to Members of the HCCH as well as Contracting Parties to the 2007 Child Support Convention and 2007 Maintenance Obligations Protocol, with the objective of obtaining their views on the matters they would like to discuss at the meeting. This document invites Members of the HCCH and Contracting Parties to the 2007 Convention and 2007 Protocol to express their priorities among the topics that were identified in response to Prel. Doc No 2. 
Instructions for completion
This questionnaire is intended for Central Authorities of Contracting Parties to the 2007 Child Support Convention and 2007 Maintenance Obligations Protocol as well as for National and Contact Organs of Members of the HCCH. Members and Contracting Parties are invited to conduct consultations with competent authorities, bodies and relevant stakeholders in their respective State in filling out this questionnaire. Central Authorities are asked to coordinate as appropriate with other competent authorities. For Contracting Parties to the Convention, Central Authorities are ultimately responsible for submitting the completed questionnaire to the PB. Members and Contracting Parties to the Convention and its Protocol are kindly requested to send only one (coordinated) response per State. 
Members and Central Authorities are kindly requested to submit their responses to this questionnaire in Word Format (for compilation purposes) no later than 6 February 2026, 5.00 p.m. CEST. The subject line of the e-mail should read: “2007 SC – Priority Questionnaire - [name of State]”. Any questions concerning the questionnaire may be directed to secretariat@hcch.net.
The PB will publish a summary of the questionnaire responses on the HCCH website (www.hcch.net), including a compilation of responses. Respondents are therefore requested to clearly indicate if their response (or responses to specific questions) should not be made available on the HCCH website.
Thank you in advance for responding to the questionnaire which will assist the PB in preparing for the next meeting of the SC on the 2007 Child Support Convention and its Protocol.


Questionnaire
	Name of State or territorial unit:[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  	In this questionnaire, references to the term “State”, where relevant, are to be considered as also applicable to a territorial unit.] 

	Please insert text here

	For follow-up purposes. This information will not be published as part of the questionnaire response.

	Name of contact person: 
	Please insert text here

	Name of Authority / Office: 
	Please insert text here

	Telephone number: 
	Please insert text here

	E-mail address: 
	Please insert text here



Members and Contracting Parties are invited to express their appreciation of the order of priority of the following items at a possible Special Commission:
a. Items for discussion
	
	Interest to discuss specific topics 
	No
	Yes
	Priority Level

	
	
	
	
	Low
	Med.
	High

	1.
	Discussions of the results of the first Statistical Reports under the Child Support Convention, including Central Authority good practices
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	2.
	An iSupport workshop, which could include a demonstration on iSupport, States using iSupport sharing their experiences in implementing and operating iSupport, as well as a Questions & Answers session
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	3.
	Experience of users of the updated e-Country Profile under the 2007 Convention
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	4.
	Provision of translated recommended forms 
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	5.
	Use of the abstract of a decision
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	6.
	Relationship between national law and the Convention
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	7.
	Interplay between the 2007 Convention and other HCCH Conventions such as the 1980 Child Abduction Convention
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	8.
	Interplay between the 2007 Convention and the 1970 Evidence Convention especially regarding requests made under Article 7 to locate and / or to obtain information on financial circumstances
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	9.
	Fulfilment of requests for specific measures under Article 7, in particular for the obtention of information on income and other financial circumstances, as well as location
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	10.
	Providing assistance under Article 6(2)(h) in establishing parentage where necessary for the purpose of Articles 7(1) and 10(1)(c) – Identification of good practices
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	11.
	Recognition and enforcement of agreements reached in the course of family matters involving children – How to deal with arrangements that include issues other than child support
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	12.
	Recovery of additional child support related costs (e.g., health care expenses, hobbies) in particular when set in percentages – Whose responsibility to make these calculations and how
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	13.
	The right of a creditor to submit to more than one Contracting Party an application for recognition and enforcement concerning the same case
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	14.
	How to ascertain the conditions set out for the application of Article 22(e) – Identification of good practices
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	15.
	Application of the 2007 Convention to children above the age of 21 years e.g., registered in full time education; creditors of arrears or interest accrued before the age of 21 years; creditors of retroactive maintenance to which they were entitled to before the age of 21 years
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	16.
	Enforcement measures used by Contracting Parties under the 2007 Convention and related tools to assess / measure their enforcement rates – Identification of good practices
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	17.
	Sharing of experience on the handling of applications made by debtors for the modification of existing decisions under Article 10(2)((b) and (c)
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	18.
	Frequency of the review of the financial circumstances of debtors who are unable to pay and period of time after which a case can be closed – Identification of good practices
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	19.
	Processing times under Article 12
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	20.
	Communication between central authorities – Identification of good practices regarding e.g., means of communication and frequency
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	21.
	Presentations from States that have public bodies explaining how they work
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	22.
	Presentations from States that use authentic instruments for maintenance arrangements explaining how they work
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	23.
	Progress achieved in the area of international transfers of maintenance funds, as well as best practices
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	24.
	Sharing experiences in implementing and operating the Central Authority Payment (CAP) system developed by the United States of America
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	25.
	Sharing experiences of bilateral cooperation between Contracting Parties e.g., workshops, study visits, regular meetings
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	26.
	Bilateral meetings to be organised in The Hague before or after the SC meeting
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	27.
	Public Bodies as Applicants under Article 36(3)(a) in cases involving child welfare or other public bodies, including situations where such bodies obtain an original child support decision, become the creditor following a modification, or act pursuant to domestic law
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	28.
	Clarification on the role and necessity of powers of attorney (Art. 42) in some Convention cases, with a view to promoting consistency and efficiency
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	29.
	Sharing of experiences and practices regarding arrears - consideration of guidance on arrears and what essential information should be provided (n.b. The Forms Working Group is to develop a model form for calculation of maintenance arrears / statement of arrears – C&R No 64 of the 2022 SC)
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|



b. Developments of new tools
	
	Interest to discuss specific topics 
	No
	Yes
	Priority Level

	
	
	
	
	Low
	Med.
	High

	1.
	Training and workshops for Central Authorities, in particular concerning new Contracting Parties
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	2.
	Development of a tool to allow applicants to complete mandatory and recommended application forms online directly linked to a case management system e.g., iSupport
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	3.
	Up-grading existing Mandatory and Recommended Forms (e.g., font, formatting, structure) subject to available resources to be provided by voluntary contributions
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	4.
	Centralised AI assisted document translation system subject to available resources to be provided by voluntary contributions
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	5.
	Virtual AI assisted help centre for Central Authorities to provide guidance and explanations on 2007 Convention provisions subject to available resources to be provided by voluntary contributions
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	6.
	Succinct description of case processing practices / case processing flow chart - Enhancing existing country profiles by including concise descriptions of the flow of national case-processing when applications are received and transmitted, with a focus on practical information for users
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
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